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No.1, 


Sir C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 1.) 


No, 57.) 


( 
( 





St. Petershirgh, April 1.1905, 
IN reply to your Lordship's telegram No, 84 of the 81st ultimo, Lam informed 
Kuchan and Meshed the threat: was made to send 
‘Tho riots in question are now, over, and it is not 
Known whether the Cossacks were actually dispatehed or not, 
‘Whe riots whieh took place at Meshed are stated to have originated in an 
an Armenian with a Mussulman woman and were not of a 








trigue 
in antieRussian character, 
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No, 2, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 2.) 





aphic) P. 
FOLLOWING repeated to India — 
Ilis Majesty's Ci 


Tehran, April 2, 1905, 





Meshed! telegraphs as follows :— 
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No. 3. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received April 3.) 









i Tehran, Aprit 3, 1905, 
FOLLOWING repeated to Tudia, 

I veil sour Lordships tele 
n Tt hal been delayed in transmnission, 

at Meshied, like that at Baku, was duo to conflict betwe 
‘There is no reasonable excuse for dispatch of Cossuck 
Fy wis damaged but no lives were last, ‘The town 

£00) 
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‘The Persian Government and Grand Vizier are already aware that we should 
make a countermove in the south if Russian troops entered Meshed or Tabreez, and, 
they broach the subject themselves, I propose to say nothing to them (see 
in your Lordship's private letter of the 17th August, 1903, and 

atch No, 173 of the 24th October, 1903). 





No. 4. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received April 6.) 


Sir, India Office, April 5, 1905. 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, 
inclosing, for Mr, Secrotary Brodrick's observations, « copy of Sir A. Hardinge’s 
telegram No, 87 of the 26th ultimo, reporting the terms of the Agreement which he 
has drafted defining the conditions for the construction by the Indo-European 

hk Department of the Henjam-Bunder Abbas line, 

in reply, Lam to say that Mr. Brodrick, while concurring in the terms of the draft 
note, would suggest that Sir A. Hardinge should be instructed to endeavour to secure 
the following further conditions, viz. + 

tho Henjum end of the Tine shall terminate iy and be worked by, the 

on Henjat 

4 British signaller shall be employed to deal with State messages at the 
or-A\ bas olfice, should His Majesty's Government so desire. 

Some expense, in «dition to the estimate of 75,000 rupees for the construction of 
the ting, will be incurred in the equipmont of the eable houses and the Bunder-Abbas 
office ; hut Mr. Brodrick does not propose to vary the terins of the draft Agreement in 
rospoct of this charge. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 


No, 5. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received April 5.) 


Pi Tehron, Aprit 5, 1905. 
FOLLOWING repeated to India. 
Mis Majosty’s Cousul-Genoral at Moshod telographis as follows -— 
“Nowswriter at Ashkabad reports that on the 25th March a battalion of Tt 
infantry, acting on tologeaphic orders from Tash 
frontier. On the following 
information as to thy presont whereabouts o 
Uhout further from Meshed tat a guard of 50 Cossacks for the Consnfate-C 
and bank at that place was asked for by the Russian Consul-Cenoral, but that 
apported by the Russian Minister here in pressing the Pe 
satisfaction, but is ordered by him to be conciliatory, ‘The Co 
consequence, 


No.6, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 6.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Uniler- 
Scoretary of State for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of tie Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
letter from the Poreign Secretary, Caleutta, dated the Uth March, relative to quarantine 
‘arrangements in Persia, 


Inddia Office, April 5, 1905. 


8 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 6. 
Captain Macpherson to Government of India, 


Telegraphi Nasratabad, February 18, 1905. 
DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMS, accompanied by Russian doctor, left ‘on 1oth 
February to establish quarantine (at) Bandan against arrivals from Birjand, where there 
has been a recent slight epidemic of cholera, but which is now practically extinct, If 
quarantine considered necessary, which is extremely doubtful, I venture to submit 
protest should be madeazainst any Russian interference in arrangement. 
(Addressed to Minister, repeated to Voreign and Meshed.) 


Inclosure 2 in No. 6. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Government of India. 


(Telographic.) P. 

YOUR telegram No. 18 of yesterday. 

T have protested against the interference of the Russian doctor, and would now 
suggest you should inform the Director of Customs of my action, and should send your 
Hospital Assistant to Bandan to report proceedings there, 

(Addressed Seistan, repeated Meshed and Government of India.) 


Tehran, February 19, 1905, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 6. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic. P. 

YOUR telegram No. 18, 

‘The Minister of Customs replied to my protest that, oning to the reports about 
cholera at, Birjand, the Persian Government, pending dispatch of a doctor of its own, 
had authorized the local authorities to consult the Russian doctor as a specialist, but 
aided thai the proposed sanitary measures had been cancelled as unnecessary, Ib is 
thereforo, in my opinion, unnecessary that you should take further steps for the present, 
but you may unofficially inform the’ Director of Customs of my protest, so as to make 
him’ more careful in future. 

(Addressed to His Britannic Majesty's Consul, Seistan, Repeated to Foreign 
Secretary, Government of India.) 


‘Telran, February 24, 1905. 


Tnelosure 4 in No, 6, 
Captain Macpherson to Government of India. 


(Telezraphic.) Robat, February 24, 1905, 

YOUR telegram No. 20. 

Lam sending hospital assistant with three men of my escort to-morrow to show 
themselves at Bandan and inquire into proceedings of Russian doctor and Director of 
Customs there. 

Intention to establish quarantine, however, seems to have been abandoned for the 
present, as party, | hear, are now on their way back to Seistan. 

Under the circumstances, do you still wish me to inform Director of your protest, as 
absolute proof of Russian interference may be difficult to obtain now ? 

(Aditressed to Minister, repeated to Foreign and Meshed.) 








No.7. 


India Office to Foreign Office—(Received April 6.) 
Sir, 5 
ss + India Office, April 5, 1905. 
I AM ditected to acknowledge the receipt of your Inter oF ihe poet March, 
forwarding the eo legram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, dated the 
Sth Mare, uestions of (I) the employment of Ri jgnallers on 
thea 2) the Henjam-Bunder Abbas extension; and (3) 
reply, 1am to 
Brodrick se i 
the Per on our behalf, for cone: 
be given to the Russians. 
waitin tle K i-Selatan extension, Mr. Brodrick is disposed to leave 
0 Sir A, Hardinge’s d n the selection of a favourable opportunity for renewing 
r demand for the construction of the ling, | CPPOFtunity For tenowing 
Tam, &, 
ned) A. GODLEY. 





‘The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office.-—(Received April 6.) 


Sir, , Abchurch Lane, London 
TAM desired by the Board of the Tnoperial Bank of Porsia to invite vote atin ion 


to the following extract from a letter of Mr. Rabino, Chi ge 2 Banka 
Tau lowing extract from a letter of MMe. Rabino, Chiof Manager of the Bank in 


* Voyage of the Shah—Wo hear evory day a new decision on this point; Int, 
Oa cpio, the money sous 40 be tho real diliculty. Russi we understand, h 
‘fered Toa of 40,0004, but on stringent political conditions, one. leing. te 
sorganization of the Persian army ander Russian eflicens? ge Lea 
We hear by telogram from ‘1 
Journey, appears to bo decid. 
2. ‘The Directors of the Lnperial Bank eannot Dut hope tlat His M 
het may be able to offer the Persiun Government euch, moder 
tmasonablo and even advantageous tem i i Fron 
compromising. conditions which Russia is asserted to ask, ani whicls 
niuensoly strengthen her hold upon Persia anid seriously. imperil Eyl 
“ast, 7 ie 
,____ The Mireetors do not think it probable thar His Majest 
Nisin so dlinigorons a power ywithin his dominions ; 
Without: somo peeuni issistonce, while th 
Will make Ker amore eager to 


wan, under date of the 30th March, that the Shah's 





No, 9, 


Sit ts Hardinye to the Marquess of Lansdowne. (Received April 10,) 


(No, 19.) 
(elesraphie) P 
MY tolegrain No. 45 of the Stst March, 
ie latest scheme of the Persian Government is to raise another 100,000 from the 


Tips rea yaaa toredeem the annual royalty of ,000L paid iu virtue 


The Dinvetors may object to this, and if they do, I shall probable he 
lw lytic Grand Vier, sho says tat iy Last nese ae ee probable 


Tehran, Aprit 10, 1905, 


in applied 
suge is under consideration. 


sn T authorized to treat with hin on the basis of the proposals made 
in 1903 to his predecessor? : 
‘The Grand Vizier has contributed out of his own pocket part of the money which 
hhas been got together for the Shah's journey. 
(Repeated to India.) 





No, 10. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge. 


re i) a Foreign Office, April 10, 1905. 
TIL selection of a fayourable opportunity for pressing for the extension of 
the telegraph line from Kuhimaliksia to Scistan is left to your diserction. 


‘Dhe above is with reference to your telegram No. 34 of the 1Sth March. 





No, 11, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 


P. Foreign Office, April 10, 1905, 

YOU should endeavour to secure the following furtlier conditions in the draft 
Azreement on the subject of the Henjam telegraph extonsion, referred to in your 
telegram No. 37 of the 26th March, the terms of which are approved by His Majesty's 
Gor tee 
we shall terminate at Honjam in the British office, by whieh it 


2, ‘Th His Majesty's Government desire, a British signaller shall be 
employed to deal with State messages at the Bunder Abbas office, 





No. 12 
India Office (0 Foreign Office. (Received April 11.) 


THB Undor-Seerctary of State for Lidia presents his compliments to the Under 
Seorctary of State for Forcign AV ly direction of Mr. 
forwards herewith, for the ‘crotary of State, copy of a telegram from 
the Viceroy, dated the 28th March, relative to ontstanding questions with Persia, 


India Office, Aprit 19, 1905. 


Tnelosure in No. 12, 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India, 


P. March 28, 1906. 
INSTRUCTIONS to the following effect were sent on the 23rd instant. to His 
y's Minister at ‘Tehran, in reply to hiis telegrams of the 13th and 22nd instant, 
ng. questions outstanding with Persian Goverumen 
His Majesty's Government have decided not to insist on the retention of the 
Haslanat-ul-Mulls in the Governorship of Seistan, aud they do, not wish to incur any 
responsibility for the appointment of his successor, ‘This decision was arrived at after 
the Defence Committee had been consulted in connection with your telegram to me, 
3rd Jamiary last, There is, however, uo objection to Sir A. Hardingo 
endeavouring to procure for the Hashmat another Gavernorship, but Kain need not be 
insisted upon if the Persian Government prefer Tabas. 
As regan Urunia andl Miltary Attaché elas, His Mojoty 
that, before the sequestration of Jask royalty is considered, di 
Tehran should be continued. 
As rogans Mirjais, the arrangement proposed in Sir A. Harding's telegram of 
fi 


's Government prefer 
iplomatie pressure at 





G 


the 22ud instant is approved. In this connection please see my telegram to you 
oof the 20th instant 

As regards the Ahwaz irrigation loau, the scheme will be considered on its merits 
when report of engineer is before His Majesty's Government, but pending receipt of 
this no decision will be arrived at, 





No. 13, 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 12, 1905. 

THE Marquess of Lansdowne has had under his consideration your letter of the 
12th instant, relative to a proposal made by the Russian Government that the 
huperial Bank of Persia should make them an advance of 150,000, You inquire 
\shether His Majesty's Government do not themselves desire to advance the money, 
through the medium of the Imperial Bank, in accordance with the course followed in 
the ease of the two previous loans to Persia, or whether they have any suggestions to 
offer on the subjec 

Tam directed by his Lordship to thank you for this communication and to inform 
you, in roply, that His Majesty's Government are themselves considering the quostion 
of making an advance of a sum not exceeding 20,0001. to the Persian Government on 
cortain cont h His Majesty's Minister at Tehran has been instructed to 
propose to them, should they apply to him in the matter. : 

am, 
(Signed) BE, GORST, 





No. 14. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 13.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his fornlioanls to the Under- 


Scorotary of State for Foreign Alirs, and, by direction of M 
forwards herewith, for the ary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Vieoroy,. dated th his Excelloney's reply, dated tho 13th 
instant, relative to the proposed fartlor loan to Persia, 


Inilin Office, Aprit 


r. Secretary Brodrick, 


Tnelosure 1 in No, Lt. 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) DP. Inia Office, April 3, 1905. 
PORSTA. I shall be ilu to receive your views on Hardinge’s telegram No. 45 
of {tho dst ultimo regarding loan proposls 


Thelosure 2 in No. 1. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 
(Telographie.) P. April 13, 1905, 

PERSIAN loan, Yours of the 3rd instant. 

Goverment of India adhere to. the views expressed im the telegram from the 
Vicamy to the Secretary of State, dated the 26th February, 1103, and in the subsequent 
correspondence connected: therewith. There would, however, be a. difficulty, dhont 
providing auy large sum at the present time-for the pnrpose of loan. We are prepared 
Yo axeee fo original loan being eomploted by the advamee of a further sum) upton 
maxinin of 200,0002, on the security of the southern enstoms. We wi ike it a 
conslition of this further advance that the exeention of the Karin tindortakiug shall be 
inteustod only to such agony as may he approved hy us, in tho event of the project 
eventually developing 





No. 15. 
The Imperial Bank of Persin to Foreign Office —(Received April 13.) 


Sir, 


iroments to meet. od to advance 
1500001, at $ per cent. interes reimbursed by 
the bank royalty, which is am 

Government. 


he bank's advances to the 

the honour to inquire whether the Foreign 

ouvey to them regarding this demand, Tt 

nment might desire themselves to 

e, through the Imperial Bank, as has before been satisfactorily 

arranged. Tu that ease, and this is tho course the Directors would profer, acting merely 

intermediary the Imperial Bank would bo quite content with the 1 per cent, hofore 

agreed upon, Orit may be that the Foreign Office has other suggestions to. make or 

conditions to impose ; or does not desire to concern itself in any way with the trang. 

action. But as I was directed to express in mny.lotter of tho Sth instant, the Directors 
are anxious that this loan should not fall to the Russian ‘Treasury, 

Thavo, &o, 
(Signed) G. NEWELL, Manager, 





No. 16. 
Foreign Office to Indin Office. 
iy 


Sir, 
WITH refers 


ther despateh 
attack by Tur tribesmen on Li 
Lord Lansdowne propose to approve the language used 
by Sir A. Hardinge to the Mushir-cd-Dowleh and the terms of the note which he has 
addressed to hi ubject. 
Tam, & 
(Signed) LDON GORS?, 





No. 17. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdoume,—(Received Aprit 17.) 
(No. 51) 
(Telegraphic. P. Tehran, April V7, 1005. 
THE Governorship of Seistan has beon offered to the Hashmatcul-Mully, whois 
also trving to secure that of Kain, and with some prospect of suceoss, 
this he has to thank the heavy payments swhich hie his made t Ministers. aul 
= here rathor than my offorts Ou his behalf inthe past; but as lo has be 
ccessful, it seems that my best policy would be to befriend hin, and continue to treat 
hin as our man for the present. Hw wants money in conncetion with the bribes which 
he lias promise, and has asked for a further loan of 900/ from the Tnporial Bank, 
which he wishes me to guarantes, 
It would be a pity now to disoblize hin, and I therefore ask your Lordship's 
sanction, us, if T refuse or delay answering, the Russians will step in and do it for hin, 
I would be a repiy within the next day if possible, 
(Repeated to India’) 





Sev Part Ty No, 127 





The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge 
(No. 88.) 
(Velegraphie.) P, Foreign Office, April 17, 1905. 

T HAVE repeated to you in my telegram No. 37 a telegram from the Vice: 
of the 13th Instant on the sithject of the loan to Pers 

You are authorized to treat with the Persian Government on the basis of that 
telegram. 

She proposed arrangement referred to in your telegram No, 49 of the 10th instant 
has been communicated to us by the bank, who have asked our views on the 
subject. Our roply will he to the effect that the question of an advance of 20,0001. 
oti which will he negotinted by you with the Persian Government, should they 
apply to you in the matter, is now being considered by His Majesty's Government, 





No, 19. 
hidia Office to Foreign Office. (Received April 18.) 


Sir, India Offies, April 18, 1905. 
1AM directed hy Mv. Sreretary Brodrick to inelose, for the information of the 
Marquis of Laustlowne, 0 copy of 4 telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 18th April,* 
expressing the views of the Government of India on Sir A, Hsrdinge’s telegram No, 45 
in which hie requested that he should be furnished with mstruetions 
ich he should alopt, towards n proposal to negotiate with him 
for a further advance of 200,001, whieh, he anticipates, may shortly be received from 
the Persian Government 
Igord Lansitowne will see that the Government of India adhere to the view whieh 
held when the subject of an advane Porsian Goverment was under eon 
i y Mr, Brodrick understands to be that advances should 
only be made in consideration of material concessions calculated to increase our hold 
on Sonthern Po 
fi the pr so the Government of India propose that « condition of the 
propose! toan should be thet. ifthe Karun project should eventually be carried out, 
tho amdertaking shall he inteusted only to an ageney approved by His Majesty's 
Government, 
Subject to this condition, the Government of Indiv express their will 
advance a furihier sum not exeveling 200,000, on tie security of thie customs of 
Southern P 


‘his sum would complete the advance of 500,000/. sanctioned in April 1903 by 
tho Seerctary of State in Council, on the understanding tliat His Maj Goyern- 
i Uie Government of India against loss on the transaction, both as 


nyne-understa ry of State in Council is prepared to agree to 
authority. being given to His Majesty's Mini Tehran to negotiate with the 
Persian Gove wnt On the basis of the Vieoroy’s telegram of the 13th April. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY, 





Sin A, Hardinge to the Marquess of lasnsdowie—(Reeelted Aprit 18.) 


Tehran, April 18, 1905, 
peated to La 
of thy: torms contemplated it, 1003 may possibly, L think, he got from 
ernment, but the proposed operation would hie advantageous to the 
Tinperial Tank, anid it appears to ane simpler that they should he encouraged to 


9 


undertake it unless His Majesty's Goverument is desirous of advancing the money. 
Persian Government will certainly want more money for the Karun scheme, and if the 
Bank undertake the present operation, it will leave us free to offer our advance later. 

Might Tsuggest, therefore, that T should inform Bank that we are disposed to 
view their negotiations favourably, and that our proposed loan need not interfere 
with them ? 





No. 21. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 

(No. 40.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, Apr 18, 1905. 
YOU are authorized to guarantee @ further loan to the Hashmat-ul-Mulk of 9001, 

‘as suggested in your telegram No, 51 of yesterday. 





No, 22. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


ir, Foreign Office, April 15, 1906, 
WITH reference to my letter of y date, Tam directed by the Marquess 
of Lansdowne to transmit to you herew 1 before the Secretary of State for 
India, copy of « tolograr is J at ‘Tehran on the Subject of tho 
proposed advance to Persiu.® 
Tt will be seon that Sir A. Mardi the Inperial Bank of Bo 
shoulil he encouraged to lend the ad by the Persian Goyerument, 
that the advance which His Majesty's G it re, under certain conditions, 
prepared to mike should be reserved for: connection with the Karun irrigation 
scheme. 
am also to inclose copy of a telegram which it is proposed, if Mr, Brodrick 
concurs, to address to Sir A, Hurdinge,t stating that His Majesty’s Government prefer 
to make the advance themselves, 
Tam, de 
(Signed) GOST. 


No, 23, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 18, 190: 

WITH reference to your letter of the 4th February Inst, and to. previous 
correspondence, 1 am directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transinit to you 
Uerewith copy of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran relative to the 
Hashiat-ul-Mulk. 

x A. Hardinge reports that the Hashinat has been offered the Governorship 
of Seistan, and may possibly be given that of Kain also. He requests authority to, 
guarantee a further loan of 9001. which the Haslmat is endeavouring to obtain from 
the Imperial Bank of Persia 

Tam also to inclose copy of a telegram which, with the verbal concurrence of the 
Secretary of State for India, has’ been sent to Sir A. Hardinge in reply, authorizing 
him to give the required guarantee, 

It appears to Lord Lansdowne that the question of deciding how the sums 
{guaranteed are to be made good can stand over until the necessity for dis arises 
in case of defuult on the part of the Haslmat, an eventuality which Sir A, Hardinge 
considers to be improbable. 

Tam, &o. 
(Signed) E, GORST, 





PNodr 
D 





No. 24. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 19.) 


THE Under-Seoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
ary of State for Fore irs, and, by. direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, 
and herewith, for the information of the Secretary of 
from the Viceroy, dated the 18th i 


Initia Officer, Apr 18, 1905. 


Tnelosure in No, 24. 
Government of India to Sir A. Hurdinge. 


Tehran, April 1S, 1905. 
AN Boundary Commission, 


our telexrain of the 13th instant to MeMabon. 
is no special necessity for retaining MeMahon in Seistin, personally, 

that he has delivered Water Award; if, therefire, by the end of April the 
Mirjawa questions hi 8 approved by His Majesty's Goy 
inant, Vieory proposes. ta him discretion to return to. India, subject. to the 
sonviunronen of tho Secretary of Statn, ‘The Minton eygort would tactile: gee bree oe 
stay on for another suinmer, but in order that the whole Mission may be enabled to 
totum hefore really hot weather begins, Viceroy. earnestly hopes yon will do your 
Intmost to settle these questions before departure of the Shab, 

(Repeated to Seerotary of State and Colonel MeMahon.) 





Tidin Office to Koreign Office —(Received April 19,) 


DHE Under Secretary of State for India prose ents to the Under- 
cretary of State for Foreign Affairs, und, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the informntion of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in. & 
Initer from the Foreign Scerotary, Caleutts, dated the 16th Maveh, relative to the 
istan Arbitration 
India Office, April 18, 1908. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 2 
Sir A, Hardinge to Government of India 


(Telographie,) 
PLEASE refor to your telegram date) the 4th March 
Tava note dated the: 26th ‘February, the. Persian’ Goveramont. hava agreed to 
Colonel MeMahow exporting 600 Ieharwars of barley and the same quantity of flour, 
which ia equivalent to 4,800 India maunds of each. They point out that aecordin 
to their own reports, urain is scarce in Seistan, but that, although the 
cause inconvenience to the Ipeal population, it has been ‘sanction 
ig Aiubsatishiges SCMSHIL Mah atG Ss exported 4,000 miaunds of each alres 

and is therefore free to axpor ‘The note it refer to the question o 
Alby, but | faye. claimed exemption trom. Minister of Chatane owe diplomatic 
privilege, and anticipate thot T shall easily gecute a settloment of this question, Tt 

however, important that Colonel MeMahion should: comply with the usual legal 
formalities respecting declarations, as all diplomatie officers have ta to. 

(Repeated Colonel MeMahon, Seistan.) 


‘Tehran, March 6, 1905, 


inelosure 2 in No, 25, 
Colonel McMahon to Sir A. Hardinge, 


(Telegraphic.) 


cee 
0 &e; 
result of 


cancelled, as they i 
to believe Molitor is assisting Russian in this matter, 
(Repeated to Government of India.) 





No. 26, 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 19.) 
‘THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under 
rotary of State for Roreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mix. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of an inclosure 


in a lotter from the Foreign Socretary, Caleutta, dated the Oth March, rola 
Persinn telegraphs, 


India Office, April 18, 1905, 


Tnelosure in No. 26. 
Government of India to Sir A. Hardinge, 


(Telegraphic,) P. Caleutta, March 6, 1905. 
MY telegram of the 14th May last, 


‘The Director-General of Telegraphs is anxious to relieve the if 
at Robat, who are costing over 200 rupees a-mouth, In view of opinion of Directorsine 
chief, Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, dated the 8th Septembor, 1904, th 
Government of India consider it impracticable to. insti ireloss telegraph 
installation betwen Koh-i-Malik Siah and Nasratabad, If you consider that tho 
extension of land line must be doferred indefinitely, the working party at, Robat had 
better be withdrawn at once, Would yon kindly favour me with your opinion ? 





No. 27. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office—(Received April 20,) 


25, Abehurch Lane, London, April \, 1008, 
1 IAVE the tonour to acknowledge your Confidential letter of the 17th instant, 


oh has to-day been laid before the Directors of the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
eceipt we had, on the same date, telegraphed to the Chief Manager at 
‘Tehran that the lock-up of our funds for sy long a time was undesirable, but: that. wo 
had submitted the matter to the Forign Office. ‘The Board of the Lmperial Bank 

desire me to say that they do not propose to. procerd tether with the negotintion 
present time or without further communication with you, as they fear that this 
Some degree interfere with the action of Hix Majesty's Minister at ‘Vchran, 

sire in every way to support. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) G. NEWELL, 
Manager. 








No. 38. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. — (Received April 20.) 


(No. 53.) 
(Telegraphic,) P. Tehran, April 20, 1905. 
FOLLOWING sent to Government of fuclia to-lay 
egram of the 18th April. 
ied a verbal reply from the Persian Government to my note of the 
8th April, embodying proposils as to the Mirjawar and Seistan questions 
‘Their reply is to the following effect :— 
1. They agree that further delimitation be abandoned, and that water from 
Persian territory may be taken by our posts at Padaha and elsewhere, 
ciple of export of supplies for Robat and other Bi agreed 
cD Wis the anon wo be definitely fixe disposed to 
rewaril the yeurly minimum suggested by Colonel MacMahon (2,000 lia off gra 
aun $0 of hi), ns excessive, is ee wat 
We aro still ongayedl in discussing this point 
3, Posian Goverment ask postpouement of ot demand with regard to the 
acquisition of Crown lands in Scistan. Go tof Tne despatch of 
ISth sfanuary. 
ivi pl 
“Chaya 
Camibidi Keboos is be 
tre nl yaarteing the plow thi 
nogotiiting tur the repure 
this (wa prolibit 
qu only bie of 


to have issued 
at the same time thit these 


i 1 interests are injured by 
MacMabon's Water Award, and the Government are asking bint for explanations by 
twlossraphs told them that 1 had no Vu copy from MacMahon, but wo 
als teloigraph to hin, and liopedd to be in position to discuss the question with th 


i sat fe aft of his Award iy Dut tie does not wish this 
Ho beeknowyy 


Mac in Seisti 





No, 24. 
Initia Office to Koveign Offce—(Received Aprit 21.) 
Sir, Tndin Office, April 20, 19 
1 \ AU directed hy Mr, Seoretary Brodtick to acknowledge Sir E. Gorst’s lettor of 
the Ith iustant, relative to a further sirantes by His Majesty’s Legation at Tehran 
ol an wilvanee by the Linporial Banks of Persia to tlhe Hashinat-ule Vulk, 
Me. Trodriek concurs in tho instruction given by Lord Lanslowne to Sir A. 


ge on the subject, on the understanding stated im the last paragraph of Sir 
Gorst’s letter, 


GODLEY. 





No. 30. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 21.) 


Sir, India Oifce, April 20, 1905. 
the (at neta by Me Seoretniy Brodick to acknowledge Sir E. Gorst’s letter of 

ne ti ‘aeopy of 4 in which he 
august U Ban to lend the money 
‘nav requ sian Goverment, and that the advance of 200,001, which His 
‘ nent are preparcd to make unter eestain conditions, should be 
rasorved fora loan in connection with the Karan irrigation scheme. 


In reply Lam to say that Mr. Brodrick concurs in Lord Lansdowne’s view that it 
js better to adhere to the instructions conveyed to Sir A, Hardinge in is Lordship’s 
telegram No. 35 of the 17th instant. 5 

Tf Sir A. Hardinge is able to secure the condition that the Karun undertaking 
shall be intrusted only to an ageney approved by His Majesty’s Government, it may 
possibly not be necessary to make any further advance from public funds for this 
purpose, should the project promise to be remuncrative, 

L have, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 





No. 31. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Ojfice (Received April 21.) 


Sir, 2, Abehureh Lane, London, April 20, 1900. 
WITH reference to my letter of yesterday, | have the honour to forward herewith, 
for your information, translation of a telegram received to-day from our Chief 
Manager in Tehran, together with a copy of our reply. 
Thave, &o, 
(Signed) G, NEWELL, 
Manager. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 31, 
Imperial Bank of Persia, ‘Tehran, (o Inperial Bank of Persia, London 
legraphie. April 20, 1905. 
PERSIAN Government anxiously awaiting an answer, as must make other 
arrangements, State requirements being very urgent, 
Inclosure 2 in No. 81. 
Imperial Bank of Persia, London, (0 Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran 
(Welegraphie.) April 20, 1905, 


TN reply to your telegram of to-day, Roreign Offiee haye proposed certaitt 
ments; youhad better consult British Ministe 





Indin Office to Foreign Office.—(Received April 22.) 


THE UnderSceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of letter from 
the Government of India, dated the 23rd ultimo, relative to quarantine arrangements 
in the Porsian Gulf. 


India Office, April 19, 1905. 


Tnelosure in No. 82, 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 


Fort William, March 23, 1905, 
continuation of His Excelleney the Viceroy’s telegram dated the 24th February, 
15, we have the honour to report the measures recently adopted for more efficient 
control of quarantine arrangements in the Persian Gulf. 
Tn your Secret despateh of the Lith October, 1901, our opinion is desired on 
vo proposals made by His Britannic Majesty's Minister, Tehran : (1) That th 
ipt 





4 


‘ment of India should undertake to bear the cost of the Indian doctors at the gulf 
ports; and (2) that Buropean rather than native doctors should be depnted for the 
work at those ports, 

3. The firat_ of these propos 
Britannic Majesty's Minister antici 
that they would acce i, at er would be 
subject to condi ight to issue direct instructions to the Indian quaran- 
tine doctors. Sir Arthur Hardingo accordingly anticipated that the maintenance of 
our direct: control over the doctors would involve the payment of their salaries by tho 
Indian Government. 

During the six months which have since vlapsed, the Persian Government have 
given no indication, so far as we are aware, of an intention to disturb existing arrange- 
tivts. In his despatch No. 170, dated the 9th September, 1904, to Lord Lansdown 
the Minister was able to report that the Grand Vizier Mad promisod His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran to instruct the Director-Genoral of Customs at Bushire “to desist 
for the present from all furthor interference with quarantine in the ports of the gulf” 
‘That promise appears to have been kept; and, if at any time it is broken, there would 
ho valid reason to protest against attempts to Histurh the position noyr held de fucto by 
onr doctors in the gulf ports, 

1. Tn the same despatch Sir.\. Hardinge expressed his opinion as to the p 
of a revival of interference after ME Nans’ return from leave—a eontingoney wh 
However, he did not regard as very probable i 
that, in his despateh of the 30th December, 1004, written after M. Nans’ return, 
adheres to the v the question of quarantine is not likely to be reopened int 
near future by the i Goverment. We have already expressed, in the Viceroy 
tologram of the riary, our complete wyrcement with him as to the inadyi 
bility of reopening the point ourselves. Such being the ease, we would allow the 
question, as to whether the Government of India should undertake to pay the 
quarantine staff in the Persian Gulf, to stand over for the present, 

5. We are fully in seco) with the views of His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, im 
regard to tho substitution of Buropeans for the Eurasian and Native Assistant Surgeons 
At ports in the Persian Gulf, and have already: replaced th fant Surgeons at 


We now observe with satisfaction 


Mohwtnmerah and Bunder Abbas by pure Europeans. Arrangements are also being 


mate to replice the Assistant Surgeon in charge of the Residency y 


Bushire and tho Assistant Surgeon a 
is Buropean who is reported to be porfectl 
proposed in regard to that port 


thie doctor at Lin 
isfactory, No alteration is accordingly 


We have, &e. 
wd) CURZON, 


KE, R. ELLES 

A. 'T. ARUNDEL, 
DENZIL TBBETSON, 
H. ERLE RICHARDS. 
J. P. HEWEDT. 

E.N. BAKER. 





No. 33. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinye, 
(No. 41) 
(Telegraphi Foreign Office, sprit 22, 190! 

A LBTTER has been addressed to the Bank ov the subject of the Persian loan in 
the sense of iny telegram No, 38 of the 17th instant, and we think it will be better to 
make the advance ourselves. 

Tt might be difficult for the Bank to make the loan in view of the limitations 
inposod on their lending powers by their charter. In informing us of the Persian 

roposal they intimated that they would prefer an arrangement on the Hues of provious 

loans—namely, that the money should be lent by us through their intermediary, they 
Tocoiving | per vent, commission, 

‘Tho abovo is with reference to your telegram No. 52 of tho 18th April 





No. 34, 


ir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 24.) 


My Lond, Tehran, March 16, 1905, 

T HAVE the honour to report that the British Agent at Birjand announces the 
death, on the 1th instant, of the Shaukst-uleMulk, Ameer of Kain. I communicated 
this intelligence, as soon as it reached me, to the Hishmat-ul-Mulk. 

The Shaukat-ul-Mulk, who had lone been in failing health, and had made this 
an excuse for not attending the mecting of Provincial Governors here last sprins, was 
deposed from his Governorship a few montlis ago, notwithstanding the strenuous 
efforts made by the Russians to persuade tle Grand Vizier to keep him in office, | He 
was unfriendly to British interests on the merely personal ground that his brother, tho 
Hishmnat, was believed to have supported them, and he hoped, by denouncing him as 

itor in our pay, to unite Seistan and Kain under his own rule, and to obtain 

an assistance in the prosecution of this scheme, Should the Ainced-Dowleh sct 

jc the claims both of tho Hishmat-ul-Mulk and of the Shaukat-ul-Mhulk's younger 

brother, Mahomed Ibrahim Khan, now in Tehran, to succeed to the chieftainship, he 

will have an opportunity of dealing a further blow at the foudal systom in Eastern 

Persia by transferring the Government of Kain from the family of its formor Amirs 
to an official from ‘Tehran or Meshed, 

T have, &, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 





No, 35. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received April 24.) 


(No. 59.) 
My Lord, 
T WAV 


Customs with His Majesty's mails in December 1904. 

T have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of M. Naus’ reply and of a note 
which, on receipt of it, T arldressed to His Excellency, and request your Lordship's 
further instructions on this point, 

The matter may possibly be settled with the new Agreement 
respecting the post-offices in the Gulf which M, Naus is anxious to negotiate, butt 
respecting the proposed outlines of which the Government of Tndin desires mo to 
obtain further information before it consents to discuss its 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Tnolosure 1 in No. 39, 
M. Naws (o Sir A, Hardinge. 


M. le Ministre, 
J'AT Vhonneur Wacense 
courant relatifa Ia demande ¢ 


Hai déjA.eu Vhonneur de faire remarquer & votre Excellenge que la Douane n’a pas 
“saisi” les valises de la poste Indienne, mais qu’elle slest. hornée, conformément 
aux stipulations formeiles des Articles 27 et 51 du Reglement Légal, d faire conduire 
{es olis dlébarqués dans Tes locaux douaniers pour y étre soumis la yériflation 
louanidre, 


Au surplus, conformément A obligation inserite aux Articles 40 et 43 du Rosle- 
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niout Légal, la déelaration du eapitaine du steamer “ Kasara” ne faisait pas mention 
des marebandlises imposables contenues dans les sacs postaux. Le dit capitaine se 
trouvait donc en contravention aux dispositions du Réglement Légal, et en vertu de 
VArticle 99 les dites marchandises trouyées en plus des indications de la déclaration 
pouvaient Gre confisquées, Ta Douane de Bouchir a néanmoins pas usé de ce droit 
incontestable; elle n'a exeres 1 contre le eapitaine, 

Si le steamer “' Knsara” est cette occasion en rade un pew plus longtemps 
que @habitude et sila manqué la marGe, cela n’a pas Gté parce que la Douane aurait 
éxereé tine action Mégale, mais uniquement du plein gré du capitaine, sans doute par 
suite de pourpariers ayes le Consulat, at i 

Dans ces conditions In demande dindemnité formu sli India Steam 

Yompiny n'est pas recevabl été tds Gtonné de 
Ja voir se produire, : 
ous pri, & 
J, NAUS. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 35. 
Sir A, Hardinge to M. Nous. 


M. ly Ministre, Tehéran, le Mars, 190: 
VAL Viioiineur @aceuser 4 votre Excellence réception de sa note en date d 
relative {Vi détention liv paqua au mois de Décombro 1904. 
Vote Excellence connatt déjd, jo le pense, le point de vue auquel se ph 
Gouvernement des Tudes ence qui concee Vapplication aux valises postales 
tides autx Iureaux postaux dn Golfe Pe les Articles 27 et 51 du 
Tl estime que Vaccord interyenu au mois de Juin 190% entre 
M, lw Dixcotoust nes du leuice Britannique au Golfe 
Porsijue ut alle ententa 
oxplicite, pn 1, lesquel P les. 
ARBEUONRG A Anglo-lndiens, et que Paction de 
M, Walfaluert, qui a rendu néeessaire mn du con 
absoliument incorreete, (sire point revenir sur les arguments que 
Vhonnaus J appt de cette manidre de voir. 
reste qu/ transm Ministé Maines Ft » Ma 
pique. ainsi quia Jjleutta, la note qu’el 1 
quitte 4 Vontretenir d de cette question aussitét qne jfaurai regu leurs 
réponses, 1 
de vous prie, &e. . 
(Signe) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 





No. 36. 
Sir A Hin dinige 0 the Marquess of Lansilorine—(Weceived April 24 ) 


(No. 80.) 
My Lov 


id to ny Coley 
vod anil sent by ines (2) of a M 
conve He the MukhbersedsDowleh, M of Te a note 
address by me to the Mushired-Dowleh ou the sithj 

Rhorassar i 
Mr, Churchill tells ine that the Mukbber-ed-Dowlch informed him that the Russian 
tologvaphiists nt Meslied ud ‘Turbati-Taidiet had tor a long time past received and 
transuttted mossiges for the public in Russian, and that they did all they could to 
induce natives to fot them dispatch their te jy reson for their doing 
go, iis the teelps are paid inte the Be legraph Department, i a desire to 
atrol over: the Tine its working as much we possible into their 
Mushit-ed-Dowwleh, when Lspoke to bimon the 23th instant on the subject, 
seanjed nmvure of this Titter cheumstince, and said that the receipt or dispatch of 
Ji telegraphists eral public was unauthorized. He 


W 


added that no new Russian telegraphists were employed on the Meshed-Seistan line, 
and that the so-called telegraph “Gholams” whom the Russian Government had 
recently tried to introduce were still excluded by the Persian authorities from the 
telegraph offices. Tt would appear, therefore, that the impression which I derived from 
Colonel Minchin's teleram of the 11th instant that a new Coneession had been made to 
the Russians at, Turbat-i-Haidari is incorrect, but I think the intimation eontaiued in 
my note to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, especially if followed up by the dispatch of an English 
signaller to Turbat, will furnish ‘the Persian Government with fresh arguments, for 
resisting the pressure which the Russian Legation is now applying in connection with 
this question, 

The statement made by the Mushir-ed-Dowleh that the Persian Government 
intends to connect Bujnurd with Bajgiran on the Perso-Russian frontier between 
Meshed and Ashkabad is confirmed, afford usa good ground for reopening th 
question of the Kuhi-Malek Siah-Seistan extension to which the Government of {ndin 
attaches so. much importance, and T have, therefore, mentioned it, without quoting my 
authority, in my note to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, ‘The Persian Governnient 
probably, however, make a point of building both these lines themselves aid working 
them exclusively with Persian as opposed touither Russian or British employs, 

have, Ke, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGR, 


PS. March 25.1 inclose a copy of a telegram just received ftom His Majes 
Consul in Seistan fiom which your Lordship will observe that both the Br 
Russian telegraphists there receive and transmit messages for the public in their 
respective languages, 

AC HLH, 


Inclosure 1 ix No, 36, 


Colonel Minchin to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(Helogeaphie.) P. 
esr 
telegrams, Russian telegraph ts at Torbat, who have up till now only done Captain 


: A Meshed, March 11, 1905. 
N telegraphist at Kuchian thas now commenced to receive and forward 


Yas’ work, lave rece ion from Mukhber-ed-Dowloh to accept messiyes for the 


Hue, and they have been given a separate room in the telegraph ollice at Turbatei- 
idari, 


————— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 86, 


Sir A. Hardinge to Government of India. 
No. 44.) 


Telegraphic.) P. £ March 18, 1905. 

WITH reference to Colonel Minchin’s telegram of the 11th instant, Lave little 
doubt that this concession iy due to. financial pressure brought to. buve’ on Persian 
Government by the Russiaus in connection with, military proposals during the last few 
weeks. I propose to ask that British telegraphist to be sent to Tucbat should receive 
equal facilities, and that either’ Russian signellera should bo removal arch English 

ers shall be employed at every place between Seistan and Meshed whore Russian 
signallors are employed, in the same way, should we require them. 


— 
Inclosure 8 in No. 36, 


Sir A. Hardinge to Captain Macpherson. 


P, 
IN view of statement of Persian Minister of Telogn 
for some time past to Russian telegraphist at 

public in Russian, you should authorize British 

messages in English, should they be presented, 


Tehran, March 21, 1906, 
raphs that permission has been 
i Turbat to forward messages for the 
Signallers in Seistan to receive similar 


ee 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 36. 
Memorandum. 


T.CALLED on the Mukhber-ed-Dowleh this afternoon as instructed by you and 
informed him of the news received from Meshed respecting the telegraphist at Turbat 
ted messages for the public. 

Excellency replied that the Russian telegraphists along the whole line tra 
mitted messages in Tussian for the public with the authorization of the Persian 
Government and that: what T reported to him was nothing ne 

Ho said that the Persian Government was about to connect Bujnurd and Bajgiran 
hy wire as well as Khaf and Atteh, the latter a distance of 2 farsakhs, 


(Signed) G. CHURCHILL. 
Tehran, March 12, 1905. 


Tnolosure 5 in No, 36. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


Exovllency, ‘Tehran, March 20, 1905, 

TN his note of the 19th November last, Mr. Grant-Duff had the honour by direction 
bf His Majesty's Government to inform you that, in the event of Russian signallers 
heing d access to the telegraph offices on the Meshed-Seistan line, identical 
fivcilities would be claimed for an equal number of English signallers, 


procisely siuy not be made 
should the Russian signuller at Turtat be withdiawn, but that so long as a Russian 
Signaler transmits messiges in Russian for Ci Yas, we expect that Captain 
Wintor shall be izod as entitled to the same privilege, A report has further 
roiched mo that itis contemplated by the Persian Government to connect Meshed and 
Axtrabad by «telegraph line vit Baja’ the Perso-Russian frontier, Should this 
neession be made to the Russian Government my Government would. expect as an 
equivalent permission to connect Nastatabad in Seistan with the Indian frontie 
Tle Maleke Sih, 
Tavail, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Tnelosure 6 in No. 


Captain Macpherson to Sir A. Hardinge, 


(Tolographie.) P, Seistan, March 
__ BOTH Russian and British signallers here, ever since the line was 0 
without restriction sont messages in their own languages for the publi 





No. 37. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 24.) 
(No. 61) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 22, 1905. 
WITIL reference to my despatch No. 38 of the 24th ultimo, on the subject of the 
an oxpedition, I have the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a 
tion of a note which T have received from the Mushir-ed-Dowleh as to the 
sirongth of the troops available for the punishment of the Direkwand Lurs. 
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T do not consider this reply by any means as satisfactory, but I think it willbe 
extremely difficult for me to extract any more definite information from the Persian 
Government. 

Thaye, &. 


(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Tnclosure in No. 37. 


‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Sir A. Hardinge, 
(Translation.) 
Your Excellency, Tehran, March 19, 1905. 
T HAVE liad the honour to receive your Excellency's note inquiring as to the 
number of troops sent against the Direkwand Lurs. In reply, I have the honour to 
inform you that the garrison of that place consists of two rogiments of infantry 
and 500 cavalry. Besides the above force there are two camps, one under the 
Salar-ieMoazzem and the other under the Ferman Fermah, prepared for the purpose, 
and they are sufficient to inflict punishment on the offenders, 
Thave, &o. 
(Signed) MUSHIR-ED-DOWLELL, 





No, 38. 
Sir A. Hardinge to tie Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 24.) 


(No, 62, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 22, 1905. 

~ T HAVE the honour to report, with reference to my despatch No. 50 of the 
4th instant and to my telegram No. 84 of the 18th instant, that on three of the 
questions pending between His Majesty’s Legation and the Persian Government 
namely, the Urmia incidents, the compinsation to Colonel Douglas and. Mx. Lorimer, 
and the Governorship of Seistan—both the Grand Vizier and the Mushir-ed-Dowleh 
Dehaved in so unsatisfactory a manner that I had to inform them that [should be 
obliged to appeal to the Shah. ‘hey indy in the face of repeated rs from me, 
allowed the mouth of Molarrem to commence without fulfilling their promise to 
remove the Urmia Mujtehed, and thoy attempted to get me to agree toa further post- 
ponement of his departure for another six weeks or two months. In the Luristan 
matter the Mushir-ed-Dowleh replied to my representations by the note of which I 
transmit a copy herewith, and which amounts to a refusal of the compensation 
demanded by nie. As regards Seistan, the Ain-ed-Dowleh would give nothing but 
evasive replies to my request for a definite decision as to the reappointment of the 
ashmat-ul-Mulk, 

On my asking for an audience of the Shah they replied that Iis Majesty would 
receive me, if I still insisted on it,on the 19th instant; but they added that if T 
would wait two days more, when the Grand Vizier would’ seo me, they hoped to be 

Ie to arrange all these matters to my satisfaction, To this I consented, but at the 
same time dispatched my telegram No, 81 to your Lordship, so’as to be ablo, if 1 still 
made no progress, to Dring more serious pressure to hear on them than I could 
venture to do without definite instructions from His Majesty's Government, Upon 
this they agreed to remove the Mujtehed in the week following tho Ashureh,"” the 

of the siered month, on which the martyrdom of Hussein is celebrated, 
and addressed to me the note of which a copy is inclosed herewith, ‘The Valiahd, 
whom Mr, Wratislaw was simultancously pressing by my directions, sent orders to 
the same ellect to the Governor of Urmia, who has now reported that the Mujtehed 
would start at once, 

Under these cireumstances I withdrew for the present my application for an 
audience of the Shali, and confined myself to an interview with the Grand Vizier, 
whom I saw (ag reported in my telegram No, 85) yesterday. I told His Highness 
that Iwas willing to allow for tho dillnlty of removing tho" Mujtsbel during the 

Ashureh ” week, but that this difficulty was entirely due to tho dilatory conduct, of 
the Persian Government, which had had three months since Ramazan to fulfil its 
pledzes, and that I could consent to no further delays, I then broached the subject 
of the Governorship of Seistan, and asked him if it was intended to sond back’ the 
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Tashmat-ul-Mulk, ‘The Ain-ed-Dowleh replied that the Hashmat was not a 
sufficiently capable Governor to be entrusted with a post of such importance, and 
that he earnestly hoped that we should not press for his reappointment, He would, 
however, continue to retain the rank and emoluments of Governor, while residing for 
the present at "'ehran. I-asked why he could not he given Kain, and said I would be 
prepared to recommend this compromise fo your Lordship as part of a general settle- 
ment of Seistan and frontier questions, which might include a permanent arrangement 
for the export of grain and other provisions to our frontier posts in British Beluchistan 
salteturay fons aaeeding 16 aUariton Grol the Holdich boundary in 
the neighbourhood of Mirjawar. If this were done I might be able to prevail on your 
Lordship to acquiesce in the selection of a new Governor for Seistan proper, and 
perhaps even to withdraw your opposition to the appointment in that eapacity of the 
Yamin-i-Nizam, to which, as he knew, we had objected, 

His Highness replied that it was almost, but not quite, decided to separate both 
Kain and Seistan from the Governor-Generalship of Khorassan, and to constitute thom 
into 0 distinet province, and it was clear to me from the manner in which he received 
my remark about the Yamin, who was, he said, most unjustly suspected by us of 
unfriendliness to British interests, that he had at least thought of him for the post. 
He did not, however, say who the new Governor was to be, beyond that he would not 
be a local man, but ho added that the younger brother of the late Shaukat-ul-Mulk, 
Mohammed Ibrahim Khan, would probably act as his Viec-Governor in Kain, while 
the son of the Hashmat would be retained in the same capacity in Seistan proper. 
As rogarded the Hashmat himself, some other employment might be found for him 
iere or elsewhere, so that he should not be the sufferer hy these changes. 

U said this reply was tantamount toa rojection of our request. It was absurd to 
suppose that the retention of the Hashmat in Tehran as a kind of State prisoner, or 
his appointment to some Governorship or office far away from his own country, would 
not be a practical punishment, which, whatever the real motives of the’ Persian 
Goverument might be, would bear the semblance of haying been inflicted because he 
had striven to cultivate friendly relations with our oflicers in a frontier district of great 

joriauce to our interests, If this were so, THis Majesty’s Government would have, 
in your Loniship’s words to the Ala-os-Saltanch, ‘to reconsider the whole question of 
their policy as rexarded Seistan,”” and I thought it, speaking personally and unofficially, 
quite possible that they might be forced to take measures for the protection of their 
interests on the Indian frontier similar to thoseadopted by the Russians in the province 
of Astrabad. It vyas alread mouths sinee Lad given him your Lordships final 
mossaze ty me on the subjeot, and it now merely remained for me to report to you 
that lis answer fo that messuge was a refusal, 

‘the Ainced-Dowlelt declared that 1 had entirely misunderstood him. What he 
proposed out of a desire to mect your Lordship's wishes, and to show his friendship for 
lis Majesty's Government, was’ to olfer the Hashmat-ul-Mulk another Governorship 
in his own country ancestral 
hiome of his family word tliat 
it should be one or the other, 
and that I would telegraph to you the ansy 
that we might perhaps aecopt A compromi lines, if accompanied by the 
settlement of the other ontstanding questionsat issue on the frontier, I then explained 
to him the Mirjawar question, about w peared to know nothing, and the 
importance, in the intere ood relations hetween the two neighbouring countries, 
of our being able to drwy supplies from Mirjuwvar and other places between that point 
and Kulei-Malik Sink for our wart id for the trade route from Quetta, He 
expressed in rather gone iness to meet our views in these respects, if 
T would give him details as to the form which the proposed Agreement should take, 
and the amount of grain and supplies whieh we wished to be empowered to procure, 
I said that 1 would do so after reference to your Lordship and the Government of 
India, but I reminded him that it would first be necessary for me to obtain your 
adhesion to the: compromise T had suggested, as my orders from you were to insist on 
Uhe reqppointnient of the Hashmat-ul-Mulk to Seistan, and I eouli not say beforeband 
What view you would take of the alternative proposal as to Tabas, 

As regards this latter point, itis my personal opinion that the Hashmat would 
be well advised tora pt ‘Tabas, from ‘Tehran as soon as possible. 
Once leis buekcin Kastern Persia, in a district long ruled by his family, he will be in 
@ stronger position tor pressing “his ute ims than he can o¢cupy whilst 
prictical hostage at the capital, As your Lordship is aware, the situation in Seistan 


proper has undergone a marked change since his departure, and his return to 
rafabad is no longer greatly desired by His Majesty's Consul or by Colonel 
MeMahon, whose relations with the Tehran officials, the Yamin-i-Nizam, and the 
Mu: sir-ul-Mulk, are now friendly, whilst the Hashmat’s representative and son, 
the Deputy-Governor, is showing signs of a disposition to intrigue axainst them with 
the Russians. The fact, of course, is that all these Persian Chiefs and dignitaries are 
guided in their rela hh the rival foreign Consulates solely by the consideration 
of their own personal interests for the moment, and that their friendship cannot be 
relied upon as a permanent factor by either Power, whilst the main object of the 
Persian Government is not so much to promote or oppose either British or Russian 
interests, as to strengthen the authority of Tehran by undermining that of the local 
feudatories. ‘The death of the Amir of Kain and the presence of tho Hashmat-ul- 
Mulk in Tehran as a hostage in his hands have given tlie Ain-ed-Dowleh an opportunity 
of doing this, of which, as I ventured to predict in my despatch No, 66 of the 
17th instant, he has not been slow to take advanta robably feels that his nev 
Governor will have a fair chance of consolidating his position $0 long as he hns only 
to deal with inexperienced youths, such as the son and deputies of the two former 
Chiefs, but that he will find it more difficult to do so if the Hashmat: is allowed to 
against the new régime with either the English or 
sul, or with the powerful local elements long accustomed to his influence 
and lead) Whether the Hashmat If will care to accept Tabas by: itself may 
perhaps be open to question, but T shall sound him on the subject, and endeavour to 
prevail on him fo doso, at least provisionally, should your Lordship be disposed to 
accept the arrangement. He was ready I know to take Kain in liew of Seistan, but 
‘Tabas alone may be another matter, 
I referred before leaving the Ain-od-Dowleh to the question of compensation to 
Colonel Douglas and Mr. Lorimer, and to cortain matters outstanding at Urmia, sucli 
s the punishment of Captain Gough's assailants and the blood money due to. the 
heirs of Mushi Daniel, as points on which T should have. to insist on satisfaction, but 
T thought it best not to mix them up with affairs in Seistan, and T contented myself 
for the present with the assurances which he gave me that he would do his best to 
meet our views respecting them, If the worst comes to the worst wo can settle these 
iy pecuniary claims for ourselves by a sequestration of the Jask Royalty, without 
exposing ourselves, as we are liable t0 do in Seistan, to any danger of complications 
with the Russians 
His Highness referred in the course of our discussion to the pressure whi 
Russian Lexation was applying to the Persian Government i 
proposed military reforms, and asked me to assist: him in resisting this pressure instead 
of making his pos difficult: by diving him too hard on other quest 
ini at tivo success iol lie has hiad withi 
ali insisted. stronzly on complianes with. his Government's 
nands; and having failed to produce any impression on Tis Majesty, he to-day 
iain urged them without offect at: an interview with the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, Phe 
latter informed me th joon that the discussions subject with ML, de 
Spoyer had reached a dead-lock, and I am assured from another trustworthy source 
that the offers of a fresh Russian advance for the Shah's journey to, Europe, tendered 
in the hope of rendering the Persian Government more pliable, huve been dolinitely 
and even sharply refused by it, 


Thave, &, 
(Signed) ANTHUR DU. HARDINGE, 


Inelosure 1 in No, 38. 


‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Sir A. Hardinge, 


Tehran, March 12, 1905, 
REITERATES old arguments, ‘There is no difference between local ollicials 
and Government oftcials. ‘They warned the two gentlemen of the insecurity of the 
ict, and as they insisted on going on all the same, no responsibility rests with the 
Persian Government, though it is taking measures to restore order in those parts, 
(Signed and sealed) —-Mushiir-ed- Dowleh. 


————————— 


(1553) 





Tnclosure 2 in No, 38. 


‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Sir A, Hardinge. 

(Translation. 
Your Excellency, Tehran, March 18, 1905. 

IN reply to your Excellency’s note of the 9th instant, respecting the movements 
of His Imperial Highness the Valiahd and Haji Mirza Hussein Agha, I have the 
honour to inform you that the latter has been summoned to Tehran, and that he will 
start by the 27th of March, Necessary instructions have also been sent for the 
punishment of the Kurds, 

Lavail, &e. 
(Signed and sealed) Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


No, 89. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 24.) 


(No. 6h.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 24, 1905. 

I HAVE the hononr to transmit a translation of the reply of the Persian Gove 
nent to our proposal to establish telegraphic communication between Henjam and 
Runder Abbas, In its original form te last. passage in this note merely stated that 
“the workmen on the line” (# Aimekyjat ”) would not be foreigners, but at my request the 
Mushiro«-Dowleh inserted the words“ and employés "(va niustahdimin ”), so as to meet 
the views expressed in vour Lordship's telegram No, 7600f the ‘ith Dec 1904, 

Your Lordship will observe that as the Persian Go 
intontion to work the line: themselves. they do not com 
vs, such as those of 1872 and y explained to the 
Mushir-cd-Dowleh that T think it important that ail Agreement should be con- 
chided betveon his Bxcelloncy or the Minister of Telegraphs and: anyscli, embodying. 
the conditions under whieh the tude lograph Department supplies the 

uilding the M «lin principle, aud 
thought it would be simpler that the Agee conclu 
himsolf rather than with the Mukhber-od-Dossleh, a caieur, since its 
forms will in any case be referred to hin as Minister for Foreign Affairs. 1 have the 
Honowe to append the text of a draft \greciuent which Tan sending 
Tordship, to whom Lan telegraphing on the subject, express to 1 
its provisions 
Tam inelined to th 
ihe Dill dey 
goinent which will secure the p e new Tine by the Indo- 
Department on the basis of a div pts: 1 wonld therefore he 
favour of accepting their proposal fo build it thenjselves with i 
than that by 
Hu paper, we should: give the 
commencement of the work, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR 


I Lin No. 39, 
The Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Sir A. Hardinge. 


Mareh 18, 1905, 
iad the honour of receiving your Excellency’s note respecting: the 
¢ Hetwen Binder Abhus and Henjam, and the estimate of its cost. 

© mich pleasire ii informing you Hat she Persian Govercment 

{0 the constriction of the proposed line vid Kesh, and te Ministry: of elegraphs lias 
Veen instructed to get the Tine constructed ont of the Government find, As I have 
nformed you verbally, there will Le no need for an Agreement, since it is to be 
«d by the Persian Government itself, ‘The hibourers and employes on the line 
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will not be foreigners, and the only engineer required for the construction of the line 
will be aanenr engaged from England, and the materials will also be bought in 
that country. Yam ready to discuss the matier with you any day that may suit you. 
avail, &. 
(Signed) MUSHIR-ED-DOWLEE. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 99. 
Draft Agreement. 


‘THE Persian Government having resolved to construct a line of telegraph from 
Henjam to Bunder Abbas across Keshm, and His Majesty's Government. havin 
authorized the Indo-European Telegraph Department to provide the engineers an 
materials necessary for the construction, it is agreed that two European engineers with 
the necessary native staff shall be provided by the Department for the purpose, and 
that the telegraph ship belonging to the Department shall, as soon as the season 

s, lay the two submarine ends between Henjam and Keshm and Bunder Abbas 


2, As soon as the line is completed and the cost of the materials and charges of 
the engineers and telegraph-ship paid, the line shall be handed over to the Persian 
Ministry of Telegraphs. 

3 


the Indo-European Department for the services of 
.ed 75,000 rupees, and the payment of 
Jian Government ‘ict 

ie declaration of the Persian Government, that it will not employ foreign, ie. 

non-Persian, subjects in the working of the line, shall not be held to preclude it from 

wing such subjects in the service of the Indo-European Depariment for any 

"sto the submarine cable or other works which may be necessary in connection 

the maintenance and up-keep of the line, and the latter shall in this case be 
atitled to make the usual charges for suel services 





No, 40, 
Sir A. Hardinye to the Marquess of Lansdwne,— (Received April 24.) 


(No. 66. Confidential) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 24, 1905, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a list of the 12 Sedans among whom 
the command of the Persian arm ited in accordance with the now 
scheme of reorganization, showing the of troops assigned to each, ‘The total 
strength of the aruy-on paper is 136,000 men, 76,000 of whom are assigned to. the 

iar whilst ON are to:be placed under the. comand of the Grand Viz 

all 

le annual estimate for the amy, exclusive of the C brigite, 
6,000,000 tonians, or ratlier over 1,000,000, made up by: the contributions. of the 
provinis of Persia, Tis to the manipulation of this smn, of whieh a com 
Tarativels cnall part iy wally apent on the purpose iv is noininally affected, 
that the ger h of furiner Persian Comimanders-inchief, and notably of the late 

rr, was div 

on the Sepeh Salar died a couple of months ago, M, Nous urged the Grand 
or to seiae the opportunity of entirel cmizing the army, pointing ont that he 

1 easily effect sich a saving as would re-establish once for all the financial 

ibrinm of the State, He showed that the it 

ble of offering resistance to an 
weakest of them, Migtanistan, would practically mean one with Great Britain; that a 
: ‘uropean sense of the word, was therefore, sider existing 
ss luisury, and that the wisest course would: he to reduce it to.a 
lly eificient und mobile force of from 10,000 to 20,000 men, distributed in 
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the principal cities. ‘The maintenance of such an army on European lines, with a 
garrison of, say, 2,000 men in each large centre would, he calculated, cost the Govern 
ment about 3,000,000 tomans, or 600,000I. it would suffice to enforce 
throughout the country the authority of the Persian Government, which is now 
constantly defied and set at nought. ‘The 00,0001. thus saved on the military budget 
would not only at once clear off the existing deficit, but would give the Grand Vizier a 
yearly surplus of nearly 00,0002, which could be employed on retuunerative 
expenditur 

M. Naus’ advieo was very sound, and, though he probably underrated both the 
opposition which the Grand Vizier would’ encounter trom vested inte 
amount of the savings thus effected which he would have to pay as 4 

es to existing holders of regiments and superfhions commands, the 
ious adoption of his scheme by gradual reductions would have been a real 
useful reform, Unfortunately, the Ain-ed-Dowle st the temptation 

‘curing for himself and his chief supporter, the Vazir-i large portion of 
the profits accruing from the Commandershi ief, and the only change sof 
offected is that the office has been pnt into commission, and the lion's share of its 
emoluments assigned to the Prime Minister, 

‘Tho Russian reorganization scheme also. contomplated, T understand, a reduction 
of the army, though on a sinaller scale than that proposed by Ml. Naus. The expenditure 
of the 100,001, promised by Russia for the remodelling of the army was, however, to 
have heen in the hands, or, at least, nnder the control of the Russian officers 10. be 
pliced by lier at the disposal of the Shah, who were to include instructors for the 

i ‘The net result would have been that the entire Persian 
ost as. completely control as. the Cossack 
discussing this scheme with me, expressed. his astonishment at 
tho audacity of this attempt on the part of the Russian Government, but contirme 
information which Thad gathered in other quarters that M, de Speyer bi 

I great persistency, understand that, at his second audience on t 

eprowched the Shah with having broken the promise given. by the 

. Petersburgh that Russian officers aud not Austrians would be e 
Inilitary reorganization, but that the Shah cut hin short 
of his own army; that he had al nthe Russian 
could not nov resdigenss tlie question. 

‘Tho Austrian Minister informs me thai 

aro signed, they are to, await the Shy 

onlad, to be presented to His Majesty, and it appears to me within the bon 
probability that some effort may then he ime to get them to accept the cancellation 
heir contracts, in order to ay. protests from [tussia, 

Meanwhile, no one here | eil-Dovsleli’s reorganization scheme seriously, 
and it hig already evoked loud remonistrances on the part of certain Persians of 
influence, ‘The Zil-es-Sultan is furious at his rogiments Iuving been taken from hint 
and given to the Vazir-i-Durbar, and he has threatened to resi the Governorsh 
Isfahan if his son, Prince Akbar Mirza, who is nov in oliran, fails to get this arrang 

nuded, ‘The Commander of the Zinjan troops has taken sanctuary with the 
iDurbar, as a protest against his being placed under the orders of the A\ 
Dowleh, and several of the new Sirdars aro complaining: that the commands assigned 
them are less Iucrative than those bestowed on others, whose claims they consider to 
he unequal to their own, and are asking to be permitted to resigi 
Thave, &e. 


(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


25 
Tnelosure in No. 40, 


Lisr of Sirdars, and troops under their respective command. 





Name. Number of Mi Remarks 





‘Amir Bahadur Jang, Vasiri-Darbir Chiefly in Kerman, Inpal hirve, 
Aliced-Dowleh = Chiefly in Kurdestan ad 
Zalar-ed-Dowle 4 ‘ iefly in Avarbaijan, 
2 Malayir, and other di 
ral Persia 
far-et-Satanch Tristan anil Arabistan, 
r-ce-Sultaneh : 
‘Mokamimed Sadik Khan, Emir To) 
hasch 
dar Afgham eae Chietly in As 
isamcul-Mulk, Amir Afghm —< Ghia 
adjacent 


Total, represating he pro 
‘id caslsve of Tea 
‘Rhoraman wih te lependen 

Anir Khan Sinlar 10000 | Tobran troops, inating artillery. 


der the|pertoual| pe viion , : 
if gomuand of the Grand| > 60,000 Chielly in the provinces east of Tehran, 








Tes proposed to given exeley comma snr the Gran Vis tothe Jlad-Dowtah nid to pass th 
horse trop (ao sider the Graal Vi) under the ehrnate So 


Grandtott., ss ten 136,000 men. 


No. 41, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Maryuess of Lansdowne, —( Received April 24.) 


fy ioe Tehran, March 21, 1905, 

ONE of the Belgian engineers sent out on behalf of the Persian Government to 
examine M. Van Roggen's scheme for the Ahwaz dam having arrived ere from the 
Karun a few isked M, Naus if he had brought with hin. any news as to the 
doings of Major: the expert sent there by the Government of idia, from whom 
Thad so far received no reports as to his mission, 

His Excellency said that he liad heard that Major Morton had made « thorough 
study of the problem, and had ianpressed all those with whom le had come in contact 
with his ability and valuable knowledge of all irrigation questions. le appeared to 
Have quite mastered this particular subject, and M. Naus thought from what he iad 
heard that the o shich he was likely to express on the Aliwvaz dam scheme 
would be favourable to the views of the Persian Government, Hy believed, however, 
that it would cost a good deal more than the 200,000, which the Aii-oxd-Dowlel had 
asked us 0 alvance for it, and that Ialf a million was a moro likely: estimate, but he 
also thought that the necessary funds could be easily raised by a Syndicato in Kurope, 
‘and that the European capital required might thus, if necessary, be found without a 
foreign Governmont loan. * 

us Went on to say that one serious difficulty in the way of the proposed 
scheme lay in the possible, eed prohable, opposition of the Sheikh of Moham- 
morah, who would insist on his local interests being considered in connection with this 
‘question, and who, he added, had intimated pretty plainly that if they were disrexini 
he might give trouble, and. perhaps even migrate is whole tribo to the 
side of the Euphrates, ‘This attitude on Sheikh Khazal’s part may, I think, prove 
[is52) 
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important card in our hands, should any attempt be made by the Grand Vizier to give 
effect to his Karun irrigation projects on lines not approved by the British or Indian 
Governments, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) "ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





No. 42. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received April 24.) 


(No. 68) 
My Lord, Tehron, Marek 24, 1905. 

I HAD the honour to receive in December last a despatch from the Government 
of India of the Sth November, a copy of which has doubtless reached Mr. Secretary 
Brodrick, instructing me to represent to the Persian Goyernment the unsettled state of 
the Proyinee of Kerman and the necessity for more vigorous measures for the protection 
of caravans on thie trade route from Kerman to Bander Abbas. 

I replied that £ would execute the instruction, but that [ feared that my represen 
tations would produce little practical effect unless { could make some concrete proposals 
for giving effect to them, and that I was consulting His Majesty’s Consul at Kerman on 
this point. 

Thave now reeeived from Major Sykes the despatch of which I have the honour to 
inclose a copy herewith, 

His suggestion of the formation of a mounted force under British officers must, 1 
fear, be «las impracticable, 'Uhe Persian Government would never agree to it, 
and the Tesi woul oppose its strongly a8 T have done their ovn recent mitar 
proposals, 

‘Phe same may be said for the present of the suggested telegraph line from Kerman 
to Bunder Abbas. We may get this later on, but the attitude of the Persian Govern. 
ment in the matter of the Henjam-Bunder Abbas and Kuh-Malik Siah-Seistan extension: 
and of the contemplated Russian lines in Khorassan, is a sufficient indication of the 
recoption with whieh any such proposal would mect at the hands of the present Shah and 
Grand Vizier. 

‘The appointment of Consular Agents or hospital assistants at Sirjan and Rafsinjan 
is more feasible, and 1 have no doubt that we could get one at Bampur if the Govern- 
mont of India would, withdraw its objections to the residence of a Persian Consular 
officer at Quetta, [agree with the views expressed by Major Sykes on the latter point. 

Hie Russians could not claim a Russian Consul at Quetta because a Persian one 
resided there, any more than we could insist on the appointment of a British Consul 
in Russian Central Asia on the gromd that Russia allows a Persian Consulate at 
Askhiabad 

‘No sum np, Lam afraid that Major Sykes’ proposals, with the exception of that 
for the establishijent of agencies at Rat Persian Beluchistan, do not 

. bring us much nearer to. ony working arrangement which the Pi 
would be likely at present to aecept. 1 can, however, put: forw 
should [learn from your Lordship that it meets with your approval. 
Lhaye, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR TH, HARDING 


Tnclosure in No, 42. 


Major Sykes to Sir A. Hordinge. 
(No. 20.) 
Sir, Kerman, February 27, 1905. 
WITH refirence to your despatch No. 1 of the 17th ultimo, I have been 
discussing: the subject therein contained with Mr, Gleadowe Newcomen, and’ the views 
now expressed ure for all practical purposes similar in purport to the recommenda~ 
Lions which Mr. Newcomen vil submit in his Report othe Uppor India Chamber of 
Dommieree. 

We both agree that a really satisfactory state of affairs ean only be established 
by the formation of a mounted force in Southern Persin under British officers, who, by 
mutual co-operation and incorruptibility, would very soon terminate the present state of 
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chrenic insecurity which defeats all attempts at progress, In this couneetion I have 
frequently pointed out that the fact that the route passes across the territories of 
Kerman, Fars, and Bunder Abbas is a great hindrance to effectual protection, and, if 
such a corps were to be forme, it should be free to act wherever necessary. I would 
venture to state that it is our opinion that until some such action be taken no solution 
of this problem is possible. 

Failing this, it is very difficult to make any practical suggestions to be laid before 
the Persian Government, as it is to be presumed that any and every official would steal 
the money that the Persian Government pays, and which, if honestly handled, should 
sulfice for the purpose. 

However, the Persian Government might certainly be induced to construct a land. 
line of telegraph from Rafsinjan to Sirjan and Bander Abbas, ‘This, in our opinion, 
would do more than anything else both to develop trade and to increase the security 
of the route, It is quite possible that the Persian Government might prefer this 
alternative to the Henjam-Bunder Abbas section, which, of course, possesses. great 
importance, but yet could be readily laid at an emergency. I have just beon informed 

(sari that my suggestion for the post to be earried by mounted guards bas been 
at Tehran. 
is certainly a step in the right direction, as the guards must now exist to some 
extent. If the above proposals were accepted and stations constructed to serve the 
purpose of  Chappar Khanehs,” guard-houses, and telegraph offices’ alike, I. think 
that caravans would possess a feeling of security which is now conspicuous by its 
absence. 

In many ways the Belgian officials would be the most suitable individuals to be 
placed in charge of this duty, but as matters aro, it would be, in our opinion, unvise to 
suggest their appointment to it. 

‘To complete this subject, we recommend the establishment of agencies at Rafsinjan 
and Sirjan, more especially now that « special assistant will probably be appointed to 
this Consulate, Rafsinjan is the centre of the cotton district, and i near the point of 
junction where the Bunder Abbas post leaves the main Kerman-Yead line, 

Tt ison the Indo-Kuropean ‘Telegraph system, and is also a contre whence cotton 
‘and zum are exported to Russia, 

Finally, after Bam, itis the most populous district in the province, and its lending 
Khans and merchants are extremely friendly, 

We strongly recommend that’a telegraph office of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department be opened at Rafsinjan, 

jan lies at the junction of the Bunder Abbas, Kerman, and Yerd route with that 

running from Shiraz to Kerman, It is surrounded by a nomad population, and a 

capable agent would be able to establish relations not only with the Kerman nomads but 

also wish those of Fars, It is here that information as to robberies and robbers is to be 

aliained, and in @ word it iv the hey of the main earayan routes, mentioned in the 
bore. 

mid Kerman, and if my reiterated proposal 

come into being, Rafsinjan would be the junction, 

ween it and Bunder Abbus, I mould suggest 


in the case of Rafsinjan, Ali Naki Khan, the leading landowner, would, 1 haye 


reason to heliove, contribute hanisomely tonards the maintenance of a Hospital, He is, 
in its Cs Given that Our proposals be adopted, an official would have 
tiiieully in indiny out ho sere the brigands, and we goal effectually ail the Persian 
Government by reporting all eases in which road guards were either non-existent or 
bettors of brizandage ; otherwise an olfcial travels about rather fruitlessly, and as soon 
as his hi ried the bad old order is wont to be re-established, 

T have not in the above made any reference to the erying necessity for the appoin 
ment of a British Agent to Persian Beluchistan, where there are hundreds of British 
Tullian subjects, not to mention the telegraph lines, most inadequately protected, 

L wns informed at the Indin Office, in 1901, that the present unsatisfactory state of 
affairs was mainly due to the fact that the Agent to the Governor-General in Beluchistan 
objected to the residence of a Persian Agent at Quetta on the ground that he might. be 
4 centre for Russian intrigues, 

T would venture to combat the theory, as almost any Persian official appointed to 
Quetta would be only too glad, in return for a small consideration, to do absolutely 





23 


nothing’; or, even belter, auch an official might be induced to assist in developing 
Indo-Persian trade. As Persians live mainly on their perquisites, which would be scanty 
4t Quetta, such a post would rarely be occupied. 

Twould venture to submit that the fact that practically no claims have been paid 
in Mekran out of the very farge sums awarded by the Mamurs in 1903, that no instal- 
ment due by Sardars Jiand Klian of Sarhad or by Sardar Shah Jehan of Magas has been 
paid, that the fort of the latter has been rebuilt, and, finally, that Persian Beluchistan 
is and will, in all human probability, remain in a state of chronic anarchy makes it imperative 
that British subjects should no longer be left to the tender mercies of a gang which is 
composed of authorized or unauthorized raiders. T imagine, too, that, for other reasons, 
the present occasion is.a favourable one for the consideration of the above proposals. 

{am sending a copy of this letter to the Resident at Bushire for the information 
of the Government of India, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) P. MOLESWORTH SYKES, 





No. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 24.) 


(No. 69, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 24, 1905. 

I HAVE the honour to report in continuation of my despatch No. 40 of the 
28th Febr 'y last, that the ampaign gainst M. Naus has produced a good deal of 
excitement: among the *tullab” or reli st during the period of the 
* Ashurch” (the Shiah Passion week), whic inated a few so much so 
that the Russian and one or two other foreign Ministers deemed it expalient t 
tho? sument officially that it woutd he held responsible for any injury to 
foreign subjects which might result from fanatical distuelinnces. he ehiet leader in 
the movemiont was § Abdullah, one of the niost important Muj 
who was helpful to sty's Loation at the time of the Rég 

nce maintained friendly relations with it, but who is at th 

‘Mabe and an avowed enemy of the present ( 
religious sorvices: known as # Rozokhianclis,” held during the weok of mourning at his 
house, as well ns at the mosques, the tullab interrupted the preachers, brandished 
Vhotoxraphs of M, Naus like (hat inclosed in my despatch No. 40, tore off their turbans 
and stumped on them, demanding yengeanee on the infidel blasphemer, and during 
ono of tlieso sermons a niob of thems surrounded the ‘Turkish Ambassador, a pious but 
ral an, ant called on hin as the Representative of a Mostem Sov 
obtain for them satisfaction from the Shali, On the eve of the Ashureh, Se 
Abdullah himself amounted the mimbar and pronounced the discourse, of ‘which I 
inclos» a translation, derived from an auditor, aud which in any other country would 
be regarded as an incitement to murder, He and several otlier leading Mollahs, 
including the Panis is ‘aki Heus Judaecorum 
at the same ti i inte disinissal of M. Naus, 
pment, although the Grand Vizier preteuded to me to treat the 
pious indifference, took preeautions to prevent its hecoming 
ly danyerous, ‘The Shiah addressed to Seyyed Abdullah a letter, of which I inclose 
a translation, and which was read aloud next day to the tullab; and the Ain-ed- 
Dowloh sont a monoy present o him asa hint to edlm his followers and induce them 
to be content with the somewhat vague pr Majesty's roply. 
redibly (ollakis mentioned 
mnohey, received & new . Simultaneously, 
With these concessio i res were adopted, On the morning of 
the 10th of Moharrem, troops were posted ME. Neus’ house, and the gates 
of tle Ark, or inner city, which contai ithin which his Exeeliency 
resides, wero closed ns were at the sime time 
passed without any disturbance, Ve 
tors, but Mix, New of the Indé- 
uropean Telegraph Department, who met on his way to h ‘one of the usual 
processions of devotees heating aud cutting themselves with knives, was not molested 
y them, and the only incident of disrespect to a foreigner of which I have heard, 
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‘swas the throwing of stones by a few youths a day or two later at the carriage of the 
Austrian Minister. 

The Russian Legation was very anxious lest the agitation might frighten the 
Slish into throwing M. Naus to the black-turbaned wolves, and M. de Speyer 
aildressed to the Persian Government an official note in which he stated that. the 
Russian loans had been accorded by his Government on the assumption or under- 
standing that the customs, upon which they were secured would remain under a 
European administrition. If this guarantee no longer existed, the Russian Goyern- 
ment would have, the note added, “to take measures” for insuring the regular 
payment of the debt. The Ain-ed-Dowleh replied in general terms that the Persian 
Government had no present intention of dismissing M. Naus, and was ite capable 
of dealing with the situation; but I am told on good authority that he added, in 
‘answer to a verbal threat by M. Speyer, that these “other measures” would include 
the placing of Russian inspectors in the Customs, that M, Naus’ retention or 
dismissal liad nothing whatever to do with the loan contracts, and that Russia's right 
to interfere with the control of the customs could only he exercised in the event of 
Persia's failure to pay the interest and sinking fund for which those Agreements 
provided: 

M. de Speyer’s intervention was, I think, injudictous, and its only effect has, T 
hear, been to Tead the Shah and Court to suspect that the agitation against the 
Belgians has really been engineered by the Russian Bank, with a view to affording 
the Russian Government a pretext for again demanding the appointment of Russian 
Customs officials. His object was, of course, the much simpler one of preventing the 
collapse of the Belgian Administration at a time when such a collapse would he ven 
inconvenient to Russian interests, involving, as it would) have done, a fluancial exis 
and, perhaps, the necessity of a discussion of the Persian question with ourselves 
at a moment when Russia would have to enter on it under rathor unfavourable 
conditions for herself. 

By the common’ people, who, as your Lordship knows, regard the Customs 
Department as a Russian institution, on ‘account of the new tariff negotinted between 
the Russians and M, Naus, it was assumed that the agitation against the latter. was 
support by His Majesty Legation, and this idea was encouraged in Russian erees, 
So general was it that’ I was actitally sounded by a person connected with tho 
niovement as to my willingness to subscribe 5,000 tomans towards an attack by a mob 
of tullab on M. Naus’ liouse, I thought it well, in view of this impression, to. lot, 
it be known indirectly, both to the Grand Virier, to the leaders of the Clerical party, 
and to M, Naus himself, that I disapproved of tte aims and mothods of the agitation, 
but Tat the same time refrained from any: formal or official expression of opinion witht 
regard to the wider questions involved in it, 

itement- has now somewhat subsided, the divisions among the Uloma 

in my despatch No, 40 having prevented those of thom who favour the 

Grand Vizier from affording it any overt support, but: there is still a certain’ ferment, 
among the tullab, who suspect that. their leaders havo been bribed and have kept 
them out of any share in the profits, 
position and prestige have, moreover, been so much shaken by it 

niiy possibly go on furlough for the sake of his health, and thus enable the 
Government to represent his departure as a concession to the demands of the clergy, 
prelude to his eventual resignation, He has firmly resisted all the attompts 

Which the agents of Seyyed Abdullah have made to blackmail him, by simply rofer- 
them to the Grand Vizier, He tells me that he believes the real instigators of 

movement against him are the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, and Haji Moinsut-Pujjary a 
wealtliy:and intriguing Bushire merchant, who has given us a good doal of trouble in 
thie South of Persia, and that these men liaye endeavoured to raise Nojef and Kerbela 
against him, but so far with only partial suecess. 

‘As I have alzeaily reported to your Lordship, I liave never much believed in any 

cal outbreak in Tehran, but I still think we may haye trouble in the provinees, 
especially if the Shah goes to Europe. T would venture in this connection to invite 
your Lordship's attention to the inclosed copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Gonsul<Goneral at Iepahan, which has always eon a dangerous storm contre, There 
has been a riot at Meshed, due, I understand, to a quarrel betweon Persians and 
Armenians, and though Is Majesty's Consul Genera, in a telegram promising further 
dciails, says he thinks no lives haye been lost and no damage done to British subjects 
ss shops have apparently been pillaged by the Mussulman mob, 

2 i 
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‘There is certainly, from all I hear, a widespread feeling of unrest and discontent 
throughout the country, which the news of fresh Russian disasters and disorders 
seems likely still Further to encourage, 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


P.S,—Tnformation has just been brought to me that Seyyed Abdullah having 
recommenced his agitation, the Grand Vizier has announced his intention of expelling 
him from Tehran. 

A. HH. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 43. 
Adlidvess* delivered by Seyyed Abilullah on the 8th Moharrem (March 15), 1905. 


OM, all ye who are present here this afternoon, T know that you are Moslems 
and that your fathers and grandfathers were Moslems! I know also that in the beginning 
of Islam the number of Moslems was only 313, who were companions of the Prophet, 
whilst since then Islam has made such progress that the number of Moslemst has 
reached 80 crores in Persia, and about double that number in foreign lands, But I 
cannot understand what has befallen your religious zeal (literally, where your jealousy 
hase, now then nt T sal over fene he Shah or bis Ministers, ani shall never 
latter’ him, 

Me Shah has cannon, rifles, soldiers, and war material, but these are not to 
be used auninst us; thoy are to defend us against invasion by foreign enemies. Our 
8) vervign isa very good King, a lover of justice and of his people, aud, above all else, 
Ke isa Mussulman, All the Pullabs and Mullahs: present here, awho have torn off 
their liead-dresses, have a religious grievance, and are pressing me to pass a sentence 
for the killing of this wicked anil mishegotten wretch (M. Naus). But I do not think 
it needful for me to issue such « sentence, ‘The act which he las himself commi ted, 
outtusing our Prophet and Ulema, ronders him liable to be murdered by every Mussnl- 
man, Tiere is no necessity. y ‘fetwa" from me, 

However, L haye written to the Shah about this matter, and have heard from 

as consented to remove him from his offi 


y another person altered His 
Majesty's opinion. and persuaded hi Sonler, Tao not aay that ti 
person was the Sadr Azam, Tt is anotho® person,t and T shall mention his name to you 
to-morrow afternoon, 
Tam not speaking to you in this manner from any inotive of self-interest. 
Should 1 have to leave this pla elsewhere Ushall be the better for it, for L 
my present life, 1 liopes in it. But I repeat that the 
just man and a Mostem 
jould a satisfactory answor not be received by me within the next three days, 
and the min be dismissed, then I say that we must continue the present agitation 
and keep up “ashurehs "tnd “Kari,” and celebrations of the day of Judgmen 
Dhe killing ofa single dog is not dilfigult at all, You should remain content (sic), 
and continue your lamentations (over the martynlom of Hussein), and at the 
sy prayers for your King and father, which is one of your religious 
tio 


Tnclosuro 2 in No. 43. 
Shab’s Autograph to Agha Seyed Abdulluh Mujtehed 


WE have seen your Exeetloney's Petition, We have also answered your previous 
Petition, We have’ never withdrawn our favour from the Priesthood, who are the 
|-wishers of the Government and the guides of the nation. Of course the Priest- 


+ ie tox ot hin aro only spioxinatee corrct As was writes down from weary, Bat it 
repicontn se genoa mbstae of the Majid mena 
1 by "Atco Sayyed Alsulah presusmbly toate Shiabs, others is igure are oniotligibe 
1) \Nho th pps wan bs ROLAiGe trumped" TUeiy Os kn alain (othe Berson Minit, 
F Coteatogs of tho tagedy of Kerb 


aL 


hood must fulfil their duty, and itis also incumbent on us that in return for the 
benefits which the Almighty has conferred upon us by intrusting us with the rule of 
a country, we should do our utmost for the prosperity and welfare of the nation and 
for the protection of Islam, and whatever we consider our duty, intrusted to us by 
Providence, shall be carried out by the help of the last Imam. You can inform the 
community of Islam that, after the days of mourning, arrangements will be made 

ir complaints, and it is obvious that our responsibility for the protection of 
the faith is much greater than that of others. 


nd Moharrem, 1822 (March 9, 1905). 


Inclosure 8 in No, 48, 
Consul-General Preece to Sir A. Hardinge, 


No. 16. Confidential.) 
Sir, Ispahan, March 15, 1905. 

I HAVE just bad a conversation with a friend, a man of considerable leaning, 
and who takes a great interest in the polities of Persia and its neighbours, 

We were talking of the state of internal affairs in Russia, and 1 observed that 
T supposed the Persians were watching with interest what was happening. Ho said: 
“Yes, they were; and, what was more, they were working at the question s that in 
‘ehran, Tspahan, Shiraz, and Yeud they had small committees of four or ‘five men 
who had each subscribed 150 to 200tomans to send men about in the districts to 
make arrangements and educate the people; that in the coming summer, if the Shah 
went to Europe, there would certainly bo disturbances all over the country unless there 
jwas cholera, and that would put a stop to it.” 

Aga Nejefy said at a meeting where many were present a few days ago: “A new 
dog has appeared in Persia and was snapping at men’s fect, but, whether the dog 
went on a journey to Europe or died they would still get rid of him.” 

‘The new dog meant was the Ain-ed-Dowleh. 

Leite thse tivo things to show you that intrigues are going on in this pliee as well 

as in Tehran, 
T haye, &e, 
(Signed) J. PREECE, 





No. 4. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdoine.—( Received April 24.) 


(No. 14, Commercial.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 22, 1905. 

“ T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Representative in the Persian Gulf on the subject of the Indian Commercial Mission 
now travelling in Southern Persia, together with one of an unofficial letter addressed to, 
him by its President, Mn Newcomen, whieh that gentleman bad marked private, but 
which, as he is sendinic enpies of it to his Chambers of Commerce, Major Cox felt justified 
in not treating as con 


Meshed. 
‘Phat relating to the status of the Mission has been dealt with by ine in-a telegram: 
Jajor Cox, of which I have the honour to forward a paraphrase herewith, T agree in 
principle with Mr, Newcomen that in-a country like Persia it would be a. mistake to try 
and uinimize the cone: (ivi, 0: the Mission with the Government of Inilin, as, whatever 
we said or did, it would be represented or believed to be political, whilat the fact that it 
has an official character and! is known to be under Government, patronuze will ensure it 
nore respectful treatment and sil) save it from onnoyances such as it suffered on ity fiat 
rniline at Bunder Abbas, aud which are of a nature to injure our prestige. For this 
reas, whiet it arrived in Persin, { asked the Persian Government to accord itn olficial 
reception, and 1 have sce applied for military eseorts for it on its passage from one 
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commercial centre to auother. Ido not know what has led Mr, Neweomen to suspect 
that it hias been sought “to divest it of political significance and official status,” as 
nothing which hus been said here could have conveyed such at impression, certainly not 
the note mentioned in my despatch No.7 Commercial of the 2nd ultimo,a copy of which 
Thave the honour to transmit herewith. 

Nor have f received the slightest hint from the Government of India that it desired 
the private and piu mmercial cliaracter of the Mission to be empliasized, though it 
is possible that Major Sykes may have been warned from Calcutta jiot to allow undhe 
political significance to he attached to its visit to Kerman, and that « statement to this 
effect hy him to Mr. Newcomen may have been misunderstood by the latter. This is the 
only explanation I can think of to account for Mr. Newcomen’s complaints. 

Thave, &e 
(Signed) "ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 44. 


Major Cox to Sir A. Hardinge 
(No. 8:) ‘ . 


Sir, Bushire, February 8, 190 


L HAVE the honour to address you regarding the movements of the Commer 
Mission now touring in Southern Persia 

J vote fron Roreiun Department telegram No 15% Bast Africa of the 12th January 
that my telextmm to the Government of India of the Ist January, on the subject of 
the proposed chatige of programme, was reported to your Excellency, and U further 
niderstiyd from your (elegtam No 10 of the 2rd January to my address that you 
Approve the altered itinerary which will bring the: Mission ‘onwards from Kerman vid 
Vout and Abarguh to Shiriz and thenee to Bushire, and that you also acquiesce in 
Major Sykes necompanying: the Mission as far as the frontiers of Yezd. 

Tnaw venture to trouble your Bxcelieney to consider certain details in connection 
with te execution of the programme as above moiified, 

‘The: Mission expeets to he back again at Kerman the last week in Pebraar 


‘and would, I suppose, reach Yer about month later. Major Sykes suggests that his 
Kernan Soars should accompany the ‘iission (including himself) during their visit to 


Yori aud afterwards as far as the Bars boundary on the Yezd-Aburguh-Shiraz route, and 
that Mr, Grahame should arrange tie remainder of the tour, 
Wor the Mission to continue its tour on the same lines would involve Mr. Grahame 


meeting the partyat the frontier stage with his Sowars aud piloting them’ to s 
anil atle 


to be met, 


Vin sending this letter under flying seal to Mr, Grahame, in order tint he may 
have an opportunity of adding his oyn comments on the above proposals, and if, after 
consideration of tem, yout Excellency will favour me with your views by telegram 1 
shall be very: meh ob) 

For the next three weeks Major Sykes will be ent off from telegraphic: eommimie 
tion, and it is not quite clear to me from his last message whether he proposes to 
arrange with you direct regarding Persian escort as far as the fronticr of Yead or whether 
iv expieets ie to, 

Prosumibly tie suué Persian escort would hie able to remain with the Mi 
through to Bushire, butas the Government vt India will require tu know whethor the 
safety of the pirly bas Veen assnreit over the new ronte, I request the favour of your 
along this point nto consideration also 

Tavtly, your Uscelleney is better informed than Lam as to the attitude of the 
Persian Government towards the Mission and as to how far with propriety we ean make 
mitch of then. 1 shall therefore be lad to he favoured with your views and 
instructions on this head as regards Bushire, and I have no doubt Mr. Grahame 
Will he anxious to have the same knowleds 
at Shitag. 


az 
ards to the Wars trontier on the Bushire side, where C would arrange for them. 


in respect to their prospective reception 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) PZ, COX. 
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Tnelosure 2 in No, 44. 
Letter communicated by Mr. A. Newcomen to Major Cox. 


Kerman, December 29, 1906. 

THOUGH T haye vever had the pleasure of meeting you, { have often heard of 
you officially and privately. Patan 

Doubtless you are aware that I am President of the Commercial Mission at present 
in South-East Persia. . “ 

‘As the portion of the country over which the Mission will tour is under your 
jurisdiction, Iam most desirous of meeting you before my return to India, and, it 
possible, of visiting Bunder Abbas with yon, if it can be so arranged, 

There is much in be done’ if the resources of this part of the country are to be 
developed by ns, before Russian competition attempts to oust us trom our field of 

fluence. 

‘Of Russian activity, pilitical and commercial, there are signs in plenty, and, {9 my 
ind, it is a ease of he who lias ears to lear let him hear," or we may wake up 
suddenly aud find that ve slept, whily we thought that we were avake, 

‘As an iuistance of mistaken policy I may bring to your notice, although Tam fully 
aware that you are not responsible for the situation, that it hns been sought to divest 
this Mission of all political significance and officin! ¢tatus, very weakly, it seems to. me, 
for the simple reason that such & position is absolutely iogical, A’ Mission such ns 
‘ours must have both a political significance ant an officinl status, 

Commerce and its development have long been acknowledged by Russia, Germany, 

the United States, and other Powers as being inseparable from politics, Without 
‘commercial interests--and tlese words are very comprehensive—polities ould have 
litle meaning. ‘The development of commercial interests means the increase of 
political importance and responsibilities, ae 

\gain, the desire to impress on offiefals and the world in general that this Mission 
has neither political nor official statns, is more than 1 can clearly understand, Ror 
reasons I have already mentioned, I fail tp sve how this contention can be urged in the 
face of the fact that the Indian Government are paying nearly all our expenses; that 
they have given us'a guard of regular cavalry; that they have attached a Government 
consular official to us that they have obtaived officially from the Persian Government 
4 guard of infantry and cavalry to look after us, and that the Persian Government have 
sent a Sartip Mamoor from Tehran to accompany us. All this does not seom to. show 
that the Mission of which I lave the honour to be President vas originally regarded in 
fan unotficial light, Lastly, there are the official orders concerning us issued to, the 
Bunder Abbas Government, Neither the Indian Goyernn nor that of Persia can 
perform any but official acts, ‘They are not private individuals or companics, 

10 be argued that the increase of British influence in Persia is not a political 
matter, or that the official nature of the Mission has not enabled, and will: not enable, 
it to do much more in this tine than if it had Veen a mere bagman's tour through the 

trying to dispose of a few tomans! worth of goods? 

‘ost important and constant part of our work consists in the meciing ot 
Headien of villages, and of nomad tribes, and of officials, as well as the principal 
merciiants and traders, explainivg to them the great interest shown in their welfare, by 
the Government of India, thereby of Great Britain, in having gone to such expense in 
sending out a Mission to mquire into their needs and troubles, and to suggest remedies 
and elicourage the growth of favourable international commerce, thus pointing out 
clearly tie vast difference between our policy and that favoured by: Russia, whose 
“grat all” game played through the Belgian Customs is clearly seen aud distinctly 
resented by the Persians, 

I trust you will forgive me for my somewhat lengthy note, 1 am, however, so 
constantly having the non-official position of this Mission and its members impressed 
upon me that I think it is only fair Co let you know how matters stand, and if you deem 
fit higher authority 

We might at least have been let alone, instead of having our arrival, as with the 
Governor-General of Kerman, heralded by disclaimers, in consequence of which the 
Goyernor-General was polite enough neither to return my call nor personally to take 
‘any notice of it, 

ily no harm has been done, as owing to the very strong position held by 
Major Sykes, it has resulted in the Governor-General doing all that, in the face ot ‘his 

(i552) K 
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orders, he could do to render us honour, Had we not had this backing, our Mission 

would have been damned to a great extent, ani its utility negatived for the rest of our 
tour, if not for the whole. News travels fast in the East, and all we have said in the 
prst vould have been looked upon as empty vapouring and vain words, state of alas 
iardly calculated to reise British prestige. 

T hope the Government will find their way to approve of the altered itinerary 
suggested by me, and I beg that Major Sykes may be permitted to accompany the 
Mission to Yezd, which important trade centre seems to have been somewhat overlooked 
by my predecessors, 

Tam sending a copy of this letter tomy Chambers, for their informati 

Hoping to see you on my way through Bushire. 


Tnclosure 8 in No, 44, 


Sir 4. Hardinge to Major Cox. 
nen ir d. Hardinge to Major Coc. 


(eloggraphio.) P. 

INDIAN Commercial Mision 

Jovernment of India have sent me no instructions respectin 

i i © instructions res the exact status of 
the Mission, but on their arival 1 considered it official, and asked the, Peetan Gaver, 
ont to receive it as such, From Mr. Neweomen’s letter it would appear that in 
fqtiain quarters iti doubted whether my action in the matter nas in conformity with 

e views of Government, but aa T had nio knowledge jews, I do not see wl 

the lama af Govern Ige of those views, I do not sce wh 

Tam of opinion (hat local authorities at Shiraz and Bushi ive Mis 
; i al author nd Bushire should receive Mission 
with ac much splay as they are. willing to grant it amt the Rea representatives 
a both places should introduee President officially, ‘No insist too tenaciously on. points 
of detail in Gerenionial of istekbal would be dvisable, as no precedents exist, and 
President is not a Consular or Diplomatic official, but you should inform local Governe 
ment that His Majesty's Legation desire and expect that proper honours should. be 
Dail Co Mission, whieh comes here under auspices of Indian Governnient, 


Bushire, March 22, 1905, 


Inclosure 4 in No 14, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


a Tehran, January 11, 1905, 
: sSaltanch eame to see me yesterday, and re new tolegra 
Indian Chambers of Commerce. He was not authorized to. leave me & copy of thie 
locument, but its substance, so far as my memory woes, was that. suspicion had. been 
roused by the fet hat members of the Mission had taken photographs aud. sketche 
nd tind made suspietous inquiries about the nuv ber of troops in the province, and the 
rodice of various places. It was added that some of them were believed to. be 
miltiay mien. ‘The writer of this communication evidently thought that the Gover 
Ment oF india were preparing an invasion of Persia, a ent officers dis 
ely re pratring ninvasion of Persia, and hai sent olfees disguised as 
can hardly suppose that your Excellency would take such ideas seriously, but if an 
doubt as to thei abst sould exist in your mind would Pe eine ae 
ofticial representatives in Tndin as to the persons eomposinge ission, e ive 
known commercial men, You are itis Ag th Hat eeTntre ES 
om ed : peed deal of an: 
Helieved to he likely: to injure British trade with Persia, and that. the Bi T 
Tonidon dispatched Mr, Maclean to report-on the general commereal saeco ake 
country, with special reference to the now tarifl: He visited and collected. statietios for 
the whole of Persia with the exception of tho provinces actually bordering on the Indign 
frontier, which concern India more closely than Great Britain, and the present Mission 
is now completing in those provinces the work done by liim ag regards the remoindes of 
the conntry. | ‘The Kerman authorities may deem tho Government of Iudia unfriendly 
but they ouxbt really not to regard it as s0 foolish as to send a laze Mission. necory 
panied by an escort of Persian troops tor the puryose of collecting political and military 
jnformation, which most Goyermments obtain, when they wish to do. so, through secct 


. nieve tarif! established two years azo 
in English and Indian commercial circles, where i 


and confidential agents, and which its own Consul in Kerman and Vice-Consul at Bam 
could, if necessary, procure for it. ‘The Meftah-es-Saltanch Inid some stress upon the 
fact that the members of the Mission had inquired as to the number of troops in. the 
district, which had seemed to the Kerman authoritics a suspicious thing. If these 
authorities had taken the trouble to reflect, they would have seen that such a question 
‘was very much to the point on the part of persons interested in commerce, since the 
chief difficulty in the way of Tudian trade in the Kerman and Baluchistan region has 
long been the insecurity of the trade routes, and the unfortunate inadequacy of the 
military and police arrangements provided for their protection. This, point is one to 
which I have recently been requested by the Government of India to invite your 
Excelleney’s attention, with reference to frequent robheries of Indian traders on’ the 
road between Kerman and Bunder Abbas, and it is among the obvious duties of persons 
studying the commercial conditions of South-eastern Persia to ascertain and report 
accurately what armed forces are at the disposal of the authorities for the protection of 
caravans from robberies and for the recovery of goods plundered. 

‘The Government of India is already well acquainted with the military situation. in 
Beluchistan, and bas, as your Excellency is aware, repeatedly urged the Persian 
Government to send artillery to that provinee and in general to increase ity military 
forees there, [have myself constantly written notes to you on this subject, and haye 
asked that, Persian troops should in the common, interests of the two Governments be 
dispatched to Trafshan and other points on our frontier. I ean only suppose that the 
stories which have formed the subject of the paper read tome by the Meftah-os-Saltanch 
came from the same quarters as those which spread in Seistan, in order to excite. bad 
feeling between our two countries, reports, all of which proved to. he as false as they 
were stupid, of armies concentrating on the Persivn frontier and of intentions 
on the part of His Majesty's Government to seize Inrwe tracts of Persian territory, aud 
L venture to liope that instructions may be sont to the Kerman authorities not’ to, let 
themselves be made in future the instraments of such palpable intrigue 

Thave, fe, 
(Signed) ARTHUR Ht, IARDINGE, 





No, 45. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansidowne—(Réceived April 25.) 


(No. 72. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 29, 1905, 

T TAYE the honour to report. that the Valiahd left Pabroez yesterday afternoon 
for Tehrau, where he is to act as Regent during the Shah's abseneo. is Lmperia 
Highness has endered himself yery unpopular in'Labreer by having engineered for his, 
own henofit a corner in grain, which has brought up the price of bread, and L am 
informed that a popular outbn s contro 
had he not been summoned tothe 
that he may other | perhaps 
after the Shah’s return fr T should not wish to see him at Ispahan, but 
1 breach with the tradition, © hins for nearly a 
century always resided at a city nated hy Russian influence ay Tabrovn, would 
be a striking mnd salutary reform. His appointment, as Regent ean hardly fi 
unwelcome to the Ain-ed-Dowleh, whom he detests, and was, T believe, suggested to 
the Shah hy Court influences unfriendly to his Highness, 

ultaneh Has heen appointed Vizier and Governor-General 
z the absence of the Valinhd from Mabreez, He is probably known 

‘our Lordship, trom previous reports sent by me, as an old-fashioned Persian 

sian, auti foreign, like the Gran Vizier, in his sympathies, but he is more ot a 
diplomatist thay th A-Dowleh, ani his patriotism hias not prevented him from 

is son, who I " ipl of years ago, the benelits of a European 
ation. His administration of Arabistan was so unsatisfactory that my predecessor 

ned from the Persian Government a pledge that neither he himself nor any mem 

of his family should be employed in the south of Persia, but whilst acting some 

breve he established fviendly relations with Mr, Wood, 
ion with His Majosty’s 
, was sent, with my approval, 
oy at Bunder Abbas 


then His Majesty's Consul-G 
Legation, and in 1901 his nephew, th 
as Governor to Bushite, in which ea 
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during his Excelleney’s tour in the Persian Gulf. The Nizam, however, made 
himself very objectionable to the Russian anthorities at “abreez and was always a 
bitter opponent hoth of the Russopliil policy of the Atabeg ‘a 
and of the Beigian administvation. Foy this reason M. de 3 
tlic lionow to report legrim No. 89 of the 27th s being 
‘cumstances to Tabreez, ‘The leh, as T 
ng the importance of [ussian interests at Tabreez, 
dcelined to listen to these objections, although they were supported by M. Naus, who 
has good reasons of his own for distrustins aud di the Nizam-es-Sultaneh, and 
this attitude on his Highness’ part his s exasperated the Russian Legation, 
whose relations with him have for some time past heen strained J 
Nizam-es-siltaueh farewell visit yesterday and informed me lie 
ing the same evening and would mect the Valiahd at Zinjan. As your 
Lordship will observe from the inelosed copies of telegraphic correspondence with 
Mn Wratislay, the Armenians at Tabrecz have been a good deal alarmed by the news 
following close upon the massnere at B 
T took the opportuni 1) my hope that he would prevent 
disturbance of public 01 «tine that the knowledge that he was comi 
jo Tabrees would act as a eh turbulent cloments in that city. 1 ha’ 
your Lordship knows, nover four of a rising in Tehran, but the Mussil 
Gf Mabreez, who ate ‘Dunks, ss and more suupld avid fanatical chars 
Teliranis, may easily got. ont of cially dusinys the interregnum. in 
Governor-Goneralship. Ldo not for one moment believe that a disturbance is desired 
Dy tho Russian mathovitios or would be of itn contrary to their interests. In 
fact that the massacre at Baku was apparently instigated aud 
Ahetted by the Governor, uspicions aud akin of the nervous Armenian 
populition " to allow for the different local political conditions, 
Are, perhaps, under the ciroumstiness, not unnatural * 
The Nizam-es-Sultaneh mentioned in the course of conversation Ux the 


Valinhd, whom he knows well, and with whom be is not ou friendly terms, by 


hy mens @ well aifected fo the Russiius as the latter imagined, ind that, though up 
to tio. presont: His Imperial Highness liad professed for mot sim t0 8 
their frioud, they were greatly deceived as to his real sontiments, ‘This, 1 think, is 


yey probably ear 
_ Thay 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDING 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 45. 
ConsiileGeneral Wratislaw (0 Sir A, Hardinge 


(Lelographie) 2, 

MHERE ig much aliem among. the Ave to a report, 
Appuently originating in the Itussian Conswlate-Gene ilie Armenians at 
Meshod Have tron massneved. Cshould like to he able to contyadict this officially 
if ibis untrue. ot 

It is firmly elie Jie Christians here that as soon as the Valishd leaves 
there will be disturbances; and that the Russians desire then T hear that the 

ral, would, in case of 
sli Consulate-Coneral. 

T spoko to the Imam Junich on thesubject about a month ago, and he assixed me 
he would Hold the Mahommedins in, but hesaid he thought that the Russians wanted 
to fish in troubled waters, 

Several hakertes are closed to-day, and brad is vory dear 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 45, 


Sir A. Hardinge to Consul-General Wratislaw. 


(Telegraphie.) P. Tehran, March 28, 1905. 
FOLLOWING is our latest news from Meshed -— 


“On the 23nd the mob sacked the establishments of three Russian Armenian 
merchants, and destroyed some 15,000/, worth of property. No lives lost, except 
two rioters, killed accidentally, The Arie jians took refuge in Russian Consulate- 
General, No damage has been dono to Brit 
the Governor-General took no steps for checking the riot. 
that the mob was going to attack the Russian Consulate for sheltering the Armenians, 
ie sent soldiers and stopped the disturbance. His inaction is inexplicable, and 
confirms the rumour current here that he engineered the riot so as to make the 
‘Tehran Government reappoint him Governor-General for another year, All is quiet 
again now, but there is a good deal of anxiety still. 

“Taleo hear that riots bave recommenced at Kuchan, and that all Armenians 
there haye fled to Ashikabad.” 

You may let this be known as you deem most judicious, 1 do not believe 
the Russians desite disturbances, but it is just as well to let the clergy, think: this 
to be their object, and to encourage them to try to defeat it, Inform Imam 
Jumeh from mie that 1 look to to use his great influence to prevent the 
outhreak of disorders, which would be deplored by all friends of Persia at the present 
juncture. 





No. 46, 
‘Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 25.) 


(No, 73. Confidential, 
My Lord, Tehran, March 28, 1905. 

T HAVE the honour to report that 1 c sian Minister in 
Lonilon, lias just received from the Shah the tith and © Highness” 
(Hazrat!i-Ashiraf), A similar distinction, a ve vas bestowed, on, th 
recommendation of the Atabeg-i-Azam, on the Arfaed-Dowleh, during the latter 
tenure of the post of Ru ister at St, Petersburgh, and is intended, 1 ha 
Tittle doubt, to indicate the importance attached by the Persian Government to its 
Mission in London, and to the good relations with fis Majesty's Government which 
the Alaes-Saltaneh lins exerted himself since his arrival here to advocate, Tis 
Execlleney, or to give hia b as your Lordship knows, 
somewhat reti from Persia, joined to a 

any part for 
many 
here of ve 


the Ala-es-Saltanch congratulatory visit yesterday. Ue informed me that 
he was returning in a few days fo England, and I understand that he is the bearer of 
y from the Shai in the form of a new Persiun eaxpet, specially, 

ondered at the time of Lord Downe’s Mission. 

Simultancously with his departure, the Naser-ul-Mulk, G.O.MG., has been 
recalled from the Governorshipof Kurdistan, where he has resided for the last four 
years as a practical exile, When the Ain-ed-Dowleh first took office there was a 
{uestion of sending for him, but the proposal, for various reasons with which I 
heed not trouble your Lordship, was dropped, It. has now, been revived, and the 
Nascr-ul-Mulk will, am told, accompany the: Shah to Europe. ‘The Grand Vizicr's 
real object in recalling him seems to be to hold a kind of sword of Damocles over the 
head of the Mushir-ed-Dowleb, whom he has hitherto kept in order by si i 
his side as likely aspirants to the post of Foreign Minister, first the Arfa-ed-Dowleh, 

(ase 1, 
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and len the Aln-es-Saltaneh. ‘The influence of the Naser-ul-Mulk, who though 
timid is anable man and a sincere Anglophil, is likely to he beneficial to our 
interests, 
&e. 
ARTHUR HARDINGE, 





Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received April 25.) 


(No. 74, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, March 81, 1905, 

1 HAVE the honour to. in ‘our Lordship, with reference to. your telegram 
No, 29 of the 28th ultimo, that the difficulties which Sir Hugh Adcock is experiencing 
‘ire mainly due to, the fact that, during a lengthy absence last summer from Persia, he 
‘vas supplanted in the favour of the Shah hy Dr, Schneider, who lias lone been his rival 
ind an aspirant to his position, and who. succeeded, while Sir Hugh was away, in 
obtaining permission to call himself “ Médecin-en-Chef de Sa Majesté.” This 
permission was never actually accorded in any official document, the assumption of the 
title by Dr. Selmeider being tacitly acquiesced in. and 
unchallenged use in the Minutes of the meetings of the *C: 

When Sir Hugh Adeock returned here at the ond of last year he was coldly 
received by the Shab, and it way so plainly intimated to hin: that his attendance at 
Court way i longer desired that he ceased to appear at th and has sinee then 
never ecu sent for, Ic continued, however, to receive 

Sir Hugh asked me ty support the demand, wh n-made, that 
Dr. Schneider should wo longer he permitted to a he title of  Médecin-en-Chef 
de Sa Majesté; that au officint contradiction of his reported appointment in that 
capacity should he inserted in the European press; and. that he himself shoul be 
formally recognized as the only person « se the title. In the event of these 
domands not being complied with, he asked to be permitted to leave Pei i 
the pay provided fir in his contract, which, lie contended, td been broken, not by 
himself, but by the Shah, when His Majesty permitted another doctor to usurp the 
functions which bid been assigned to hiny in it, 

Treplied that interference hy His Majesiy’s Legation in so delicate « matter as 
the Shah's relations with his various doctors was somewhat difficult, and that 1 should 
be indispoxed to embark on it without instructions from your Lordship, but that L would 
woention sir Hugh's wishes to you privately, In the meantime, 1 advised him to 
endeavour to settle the question ‘himself with the Ain-cd-Dowleh, and promised that, if 
te failed to diys0, 1 ould do my best, unoficially and privately, to exert my influence 
with his Highness on his behalf, 

‘The Aincod-Dowleh adopted the evasive tactics with which your Lordship is familiar 
in his political dealings, his real object being to keep Sir Hugh Adeock here as a sort 
of check on the influence of Dr. Schneider, much as hie has used the Arfa- 
and now means to use the Nasr-uleMulk, as a check on his Minister of For 
Ho contended that Sir Hugh Adcock was still the Shal 
that there was nothing to prevent His Majesty from having more than one physi 
designated, the title “Hakim Bashi," which was its Persian equivalent, having been 
often bestowed on several persons at the same tinie, and whilst promising to adjust 
mattors to Sir Hugh's sa on, he kept putting him off with the customary empty 

assurances 
Unofficially, and suxgested ina private letter to his Highness a practical solution of the 
dittioulty which Sir H, Adcock said would be acceptable to him. Its outlines were as 
follows — 


ng that he could do abe with the Grand Vizier, 1 took the matter up 
let 


1. Sir Hugh would) be allowed to resign his appointment as  Médecin-en-Chef” 
and be given the title of lonorary Chief Physician to the Shah. ‘There is a precedent 
for this in the case of the late Dr, Tholozan, who was Chief Physi Nasr-ei-l 
Shah, and vas made honorary Chief Physician to His present Majesty on his accession 
to the throne, 

2, Sir Hugh would further be appointed Persian Consul-General at Florence or at 
some other place in Italy, and would, in that capacity, continue to draw for the 
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remaining period of his contract a salary equal to that hitherto paid him as the Shab's 
chief doctor. 

3. At the expiration of his contract he would draw the pension to which a Firman 
attached to that contract entitled him, 

4, I suggested, without insisting on the point, as a sine qud non, that a decoration 
of the same nature as that bestowed on Dr. Selmeider for his services to the Shah 
during the late cholera epidemic should be conferred on Sir H. Adcock on the oceasion 
of his leaving Persia, 


Thave reason to believe that this solution has in principle been accepted by the 
Ained-Dowleh. When I told him that Thad heard from Abbas Kuli Khan that he 
Hund agreed to it, and asked that the conditions embodied in it should be reduced. to 
writing, he did not contradict mo, but replied that he had given orders to that effect 
to his private seeretary. ‘The details are, however, still under discussion, and Sir Hl 
Adcock has been referred to the Mushir-ed-Dowlch, who has informed him that he is to 
be made Consul-General at Venice, but who would appear still to be haggling over the 
question of pay. I am, however, pretty confident now, especially. that 1 have your 
Lordship's authorization to support Sir H, Adcock more strongly than 1 should under the 
irenristances have thought it wise to do without explicit instructions, that a satisfnotory 
arrangement will, after the usual Persian delays, be arrived at, Sir Hugh's only course 
is obviously, now that he has lost the Shah's favour, to withdraw from Persia ; for hini to 
stay here, drawing his pay, butnever being summoned to the Palace, or exposed whenever 
he went there to discourteons treatment at the hands of the Shah’s courtiers, would have 
been an undignified and, indeed, an impossible course, and even if the Legation could 
have obtained for him the exclusive right to the title of “Médecin-en-Chef,” it was 
clearly beyond my power to prevent the Shab from being guided in practice by the 
auvice of the rival doctor ; any attempt on my part to do so would, in fuet, have 
provoked legitimate resentment, 

Sir H. Adcook’s influence practically perished with the death of the late Vazir 
Durbar (Hakim-ul-Mulk), who was his main support at Court, Though an able physician, 
he is totally devoid of the qualities of a courtier or a diplomatist, which ave possessed in 
no small degree by his rival, and he lost. all chance of maintaining his position when be 
Jeft Persia on furlough last year for the sake of his health, and enabled Dry Schneider to 
take command during the cholera epidemic, ‘The frank manner in which, moreover, he 
warned His Majesty last summer of the probability of his early death was extremely 
disagreeable to an Oriental Sovereign, and the more reassuring predictions of 
Dr, Schnoider, especially now that they have been justified by the event, not unnaturally 
rendered the latter a far more welcome medical attendant, 

Sir Hugh Adcock’s departure is, for obvious reasons, regrettable, But British 
influence in the Shah’s inmost entourage is still represented hy Dr, Lindley, who has 
recently renewed his contract on terms very advantageous to himself. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR UL, HARDINGR, 





No. 48. 


Sir A. Haritinge tu the Marquess of Lansdowne. —{ Received Aprit 25.) 


Tehran, April 1, 1905. 
E the honour to transmit herewith copy of a telegram from His Majesty's 
, who is on his way to that place from Yezd with the members of the 
Indian Commer‘ial Mission, from which your Lordship will observe that the party 
were fired on at Mehrabad, near Aberguh, and t sowar, whether Porsian or 
Indian is not stated, was wounded, 

‘The condition of the roads on the borders of the Provinees of Fars and. Yezd has 
long been very dangerous, and has formed the subject of strong representations made 
hy mo to the Persian Government, with the result that orders have been sent for tho 
[asment of compensation for robberies to be divided between the Prines-Covernor of 
Yea, his Vizier, the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, who, in consequence, fled from Yeud to 
Shiraz, and various authorities of the Province of Fars. 

Mz. Graliame’s statement that Mehrabad is in the Province of Isfahan does not 
tally with the maps or information we haye lere, but he is very likely right, as the 
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boundaries of the various Governorships often fluctuate and are readjusted by arrange- 
ent hetween the Governors and the Central Government. ae ie 
TON A arerouiee tierce demanding from the Persian Government 
vigorous mensunes for the puniskiment ofthe offenders. 
have, &e. : 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


; iv seis Grahame on this subje 
—I liave just received a further telegram from Mr, i : 

which [ transmit herewith to your Lordship, together with a copy of my reply, and of 

atolegram T have sent to Mr, Consil-General Preece at Isfahan, 


Inelosure | in No. 48. 


Consul Grahame to Siv A, Hardinge, 


(Helographi Dehbid, March 81, 1905. 
GRANAME and party now encamped at tieneshk, abont 20 miles from Delibid, 
ou Yea oul; ‘heir pikhinnl,” vas fred on by five armed men about 9 At 
on Bist March, just outside Mebrabad, One sowar in cha vod severe flesh 
round, bullet penetrating, thiglt and eon hil 
ee ropes to oinain at Dehbid unt thorough tavestigation na been meds 
ii perpetrators of outrage caught. 
Molvabad is in Isfahian territory. 


Inelosure 2 in No, 48. 


Consul Grahame to Sir A. Hardinge. 


[Received April 3, 190 
ait zathies i ingito 
ALY wounded sowar is doing well, but I have telegraphed this morning 
Dr, Palmer, Shiriz to, come to Debibid, as complications might arise. Country 
Notween Dehbid and Aliabad on You road in state of continuous invest. Aggressions 
tnd robberies occur daily on roads; local reports ascribe them to feud between 
Kuli Khan, Zabit of Aberguh, and his brother, each stirring up robbers to 
ous in over to discrolit his rival. Zabit of Aberguh was in Mehrabad 
at Ge thnk my gov aul prty cere fee on within a Tow, hundred ard 
villa T suggest that Persian Government be instructed to. Z 
send capable ollieer with six to ton mounted men to join me at Dehbid or Mehrabul 
and procure arrest of aggressors. Attack appeared to have been instigated by 
Kerbolai Ki seller of Mehrabad, who had a elaimon the partner of one 


(Potexraphic.) Bn clair. 


Inclosure sin No, 15. 
. Hardinge to Consul Grahame 


ar Tehran, April 8, 191 
(Telearaphie.) : rt 100 

VE telegiaphed to Preece in sense desired by vou, as this will be quicker 

nei te lies a Approve your remaining at Dehbid and letti zie 
roe to Shim, Vt | presume that al arrangements have been mae for late 

iy Totter plas aul for presentation 0 nenibers to loeal aillirities by, Terie. 

Porliaps you miglit overtake the Mission if they move slowly and halt a couple of days 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 45, 
Sir 4. Hardinge to Consul-General Preece: 


(Telegraphic.) Tehran, April 8, 1905, 

GRAHAME and Commercial Mission fired at at Mehrabad near Aberguh on 
road from Yerd to Shiraz, and one sowar wounded. Village is stated to he in Zil-es- 
Sultan's jurisdiction. If this is so, ask his Highness fom me to. send a capable 
officer with about ten mounted men to join Mr. Grahame at Dehibid and procure 
arrest of aggressors. 





No. 49, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lainsdowne—( Received April 2.) 


(No: 76.) 
My Lord, 

1 HAVE the Honour to transmit herewith in cont 
No. 69, Confidential, a translation of telerams reesived on. thy 28th ultimo. by the 
chiefs of the clergy in Toliran from the av of Nejef, which have evidenth 
been inspired by the Persian Government, probably through the ageney of its Consul- 
General at Bagdad. ‘Tho message is not’ signed hy Aga azel Memakani, who since 
the death of Fuzel Sharabiani lias been the most inifuential Mujtolied in Persia or 
Mesopotamia, but the abseuee of his signature ‘awecounted for by the fact that 
tie was seriously ill at the time the telegram was dispatched, and died/at Nojet three 
days ago, ‘The signatures of one or two other leading Mujtcheds whose inines would 
have carried weight, are wanting; but those of Mohammed Kazem IKhorassani. and 
(f Balir-ul-Uloom, both of whom, 1 may mention, are participants in the Oudh 
bequest, are suflicient to insure a respectful reeoption for the message, and Tam not 
surprised to hear that it has already produced a calming effect here, 

S regards the Anti-Armeniin riots at Meshed, to which Phud the honour t6 

n my despatch above mentioned, Thaye so far only received the necount 
tained in the itelosed copy of « telegram from His Majesty's. Consul-Genorals 
would appear from earlier written reports: recived from Colonel Mine 

pected during tie Ashureh, so much so that the Russian ConsuleGeneral 

hinted at the dispatch of Cossacks from Askhabad tor the protection of  Itu 
interests, but that the sacred week passed quiotly owing to the special precat 
taken hy the authorities, and the anticipated outbreak only occurred. aftr its cl 
T have ns yet no news whatever as fo the trouble at Kuchan beyond a. statement 1m 

w by the Mushirsed-Dowleh to the effect that it was diroeted not merely against 

rnienians, butalso against the Governor, the Shujaced-Dowleh, who, his Excellency 
informs mo, has now been summoned to Meshied. ‘The report mentioned ih my 
telegram No. 4 of the 80th ultimo, that the Russians were sending Cossacks 10 
Khorassan in connection with these incidents was derived from a confidential informant 
in the Persian Government who lind seen the telegram from the Consil at Askhabal 
transmit incorrect information obtained hy the latter officer, 

ig nlikely to be true, but in view of the fact that on the occasion 
of disturbances at Askhabad in 1802 the present Russian Minister at ‘Tohiran, then a 
Chargé dAffaires, obtained from General Kuropathin, at the time Governor of 'Transe 
Caspia, the dispateh to Askhabad of a Cossack detachment. which remained there for 
three sveeks, it appeared to me worth telographing to your Lonlship, ‘Tlie Russian 
Legation is, I know, greatly irritated at the present situation in Pema, and itis just 
Goucelvable that ML. Speyer may have perstiaded his Government that a military 
fmonstration at this jaucture might do something towards retrieving its lost prestiga, 

Thaye, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


Tehran, April 1, 1905, 
innation of my dospatel 


—————— 
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Thelosure | in No, 49. 


Nejef Ulema to Ohiefs of the Clergy in Tehra 
(emai ef 0 Chiefs of the Clergy in Tehran. 
(Melegraphic.) Received March 28, 1905. 
To all the protectors of Islam and great priests in Tees all parts of Persia, ! 
TH is incumbent on all the protectors of the true faith, whether residing at the 
oly thresholds or in Persia, who are desirous of the progress of the faith and State, 
and of the prosperity of the people, to pray for the continued prosperity of the kingdom 
of His Imperial “Majesty the shaiow of God whose kingdom and Crown be 
everlasting, ks 
cy, htom, the day His Dmperial Majesty was graciously pleased to confer the 
Lusied” of Premiership upon His Highness Prince Ain-ed-Dowleh it is reported 
that, praise he to God, many beneficial roforms anit changes have been undertaken 
through the assistance and support of the twelfth Tman (Mehdi), and the abuses of the 
past are about to be corrected, In short, justice and accord, an adjustment of the 
revenue and expenditure of Persia, and the hope of keeping to the engagements in 
respect to foreigners which will, with the help of God, keep the hand of aggression 
from Persia, arw now apparint, and it is eortain that the priesthood are in aceord with 
this aim, but in necondance with reports received some thoughtless persons have, in 
the assemblies of the priesthood especially in Tehran, agitated with the object of 
giving trouble and bringing abou lereas thore can he no object except that of 
improving the State anf holp of God, ho improved day by day, 
and if there is it. Under these circumstances it is 


nay to important. works 


(A prictically identical telograny was sout by Mohammed Kazem Khorassani, 
and Mobiainniod Razin Tabatabi Yoadi) saa EE eae! 


Thvlosure 2 in No, 19, 
Consul-General Minchin to Sir A, Hardinge. 


a Meshed, March 27, 1905. 
NOH troke ont on the 22nd instant. and rioters sacked houses of 

three Russian Armenian mereliants, about 1 

Armenians fled to [tu ustilate: 

No steps taken by Governor-General to chee! 

wis reported that Tussin Consulate-@ 

Armonians shelter, ‘Peoops en sent and riot was suppressed. One eaunot 

explain his want of action which lends credence to impression current lwwre that he 

instigated disturbance in onder to obtain nomination as Governor-General for another 

year from the Goverment at Tehran, ‘Though eon: 

is again quiet here, 

Tam informed that riots have again broken out at Kuchan,and that all Arm 
there have fled to Askhabad in Russian territory, 





No. 50. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —( Received April 25.) 


(No.7. Confidential.) 
My Lond, Tehran, April 3, 19 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the usual Mon 
Summary of Events in Porsia not reported on in separate despatches 
Thave, & 
(Signed) ARTHUR HW. HARDINGE. 
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Inclosure in No. 50, 


Montily Summary of Events in Persia not reported in Separate Despatches to the 
Foreign Office, 


Tabreez. 


HIS Majesty’s Consul-General reports a conversation he has had with the Imam. 
Tumeh of Tabreez on the subject of the Valiahd’s indebtedness to the Russian Bank, 
‘The Mujtehed said that the Valiahd’s. difficulties with the Imperial Bank had been 

gely due to the tactless and uneonciliatory attitudoof the local Manager, M, Fuchs. 
Now that the latter had left it would he a good opportunity to renew relations. Ie 
himself had been assured by His. Imper iness that he hind only gone to the 
Russians as a last resource, but_he wa ‘ition to bring sueh pressure to bear on 
His Imperial Highness as to induce him to break with the Russian Bank 

M, Rabino, while taking exeeption to the Imam Jumeh’s account of the former 
negotiations with the Valialid, says he would bo quite ready to submit to hi 
any advances: made to him by the Valiahd, But Mr, Wratislaw does 
Tuiperial Highness would care to offend thie Russians—popular though such a measure 
would just now be at Tabreez—unless the Imperial Bank were able to offer him better 
terms. 

‘The agitation against the Mubreez Custom-house is reported! to haye subsided. 
The nature of the jan merchants’ complaints is de: h in a separate 
despatch (No, 15, Commercial), 


Urmia, 


i¢ Urmia Mollah, Mirza Hussein Agha, has been sent to Tehran, We started 
on the 23rd March, 


Ispahan, 


Zil-es-Sultan and Military Reforms, 


‘The Ispahan troops are as follow: 





Jellati Ressment 
Foridun Regiment <. 
Chabar Mala Reginet 





Of these, the first and the Inst two have hitherto beon p States of 
the Feridun and Chaliar Mahal regiments only one is ever in commission ata time, 
‘and it is paid by the district which raises it, 

In pursuit of their policy of military reform, the Government appointed Amir 
Bahadur Jang, Vazir Darbar, to the command of the Tspahan district, and it was 
stated that a Tehran official would be sent to Tspalian to take over tho command from 
the Zi! and his family. Needless to say, this rendered His Imperial Highness furious, 
Hp telegraphed at once to Tehran for permission to go to Europe on stecount, of his 
health,and he sent Akbar Mirza, his son, to Tehran to negotiate. At one time he 
telegraphed to the Grind Vizier that, unless his terms regarding the troops were 
aceepted, ho would msign, bis post and go to Europe inten days’ time, ‘The Zil wus 
asked by the Ain-ed-Dowlelt to be patient, and this advice was also given him by His 
Majesty’s Minister, who did not consider it likely that the Grand Vizier would add a 
quarrel with the Zil to his already considerable difficulties. 

Meanwhile the Goyerament has offered the Zil that the Jellali Regiment shall 
be left him, and the other four units given to the Government, ‘The Zil has nob 
accepted these terms, and now declares his intention of going to Europe if his affairs 
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are settled favourably, and threatens if his troops are taken from him to resign his 
Governorship and come to Tehran. ‘This would greatly embarrass the Government. 
Meanwhile it is common talk in Ispahan that he has been dismissed, and there is 
Consequently a good deal of mieasiniess in Ispalian. 
Accorling to a telegram from Mr. Preece, three men, a day or two ago, entered 
4 house and murdered a Babi. ‘The men sent by the Zil-es-Sultan to take the 
munlerers were prevented from doing so by aSeyed. ‘The Zil then sent an officer 
‘vith Gossneks, who brought them in. Whereayon ghia Nejefy, a turbulent priest of 
Aspuban, wrote to the Zil Sremonstrating with him for interfering with men who 
“had done nothing wrong.” he Zil replied to Nejefy that a 
do him good, and the latter is now said to be working up an 
Babis, who are consequently in a state of much trepidation, 


Meshed. 


Attack on Turbat-i-Haidari Sowars.—As the Governor-General of Khorassan took 
no stops for breaking up the sangs of robbers guilty of these attacks, 
informing Colonel Minchin that they hind left Persian territory, which was antrie, a 
claim for 1,000 tomans compensation ins heen presented to the Persian Government. 

Asa consequence of the disturbances at Baku and of the general dis 
Unrest: at Meshed, there was considerable anxiety in the town lost a Mahommed 
risiig should take place on the Ashureh,” ‘The  Ashuroh” passed off quite quietly 
iid the outbreak occurred n few days later, The only news of it has heen received 
toledtaphically, and has been report 

On the Ashureh” the Governor-General made the chiefs of the clergy sive security. 
for the maintonmice of the peace, aud took effective measures for patrolling the city 
‘willl stron detachmonits of troops, 

tis Majesty's Consul-Genoral borrowed twenty rifles from the Afghan Agent, 
anil kept a bony of some forty trustworthy men, Afghans and British Indian subjects, 
Hesides the Consular sowars, ini the grounds of the Consulate, to he ready in ease of 

ney: cautions on this particular day proved umuecessary, and the 
out nt all, 


Seistan, 


ports front Seistan point to the gradual strengthenins of the position of the 
irl Mulk tind the Yuminei-Nizim in local polities. 'hefy opponents; who 
are Iacked by the Tussian Consulate, consist of the Kursuzur, the Deputy Governor, 
and sone local Klians and Seyeds, who consider their interests are likely to. be 
influence projudiciilly by the” Mustansit’s reassessment of the rey Whi 
opposition is drawing together at the sume time as the Mustansir is showin his te 

_ Thi Karguzav Intely organized a Petition against the boundary s 
pldining thit enormous tracts of territory liad heew landed over to the Afghans, 
that Persia intorosts were betrayed. Mie report specified the nares of thes 
ani some of them proved to be well on the Persian side of the nd others s0 far 
inside Afghianistin tint there could be no ques snership. ‘The malicious. 
ness and stupidity of the report wens cquuilly evident, snd the Musbinel-Dowleh has 
tiratod it with gontompt, 

‘Tho Ka Who Tins heen sovercly reprimanded, is almost certain to. he 
recalled very soon, The two candidates for the post ave both likely to work in our 
inturests 

ty of the Mustansir seems likely to got the upper hand, ‘They 

Hie Central Government, and the Yann has all the troops of 

ist |. Botle these offciils are ou friendly: terms with the British 
Represent 


Kernan, 


ched the Persian Government that the 

ise, who were studying the question 

iis Major Sykes, to whom the matter was referred, aequits the 

nil thie av ‘inating thom, and ascribes them to 
igian Customs olficial of Scistam fame, But hie also mentions that 
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M. Miller, the Russian Consul, has got liold of the Mamur accompan; 
and hias hetped him to concoct reports on its proceedings. ‘This is more 
abit is difficult to believe that any European but a Russian eould write sucl 
nousens 
the Chief of the Customs, has died of pneumon 
[-Dowleh is said to have offered 70,000 tomans for renewal of his 
Governor-General (about 11,0001, ‘he Tmperial Bank has useil 
ice him as they do not consider I i atly secure financially 
‘The Russian Consul is going to appoint one Mirza Kassim Khan, Agent at Bam, 
at 30 fomans per month, Ife is also said to be contemplating the appointment of aa 
Agent at Sixjan. 


Kermanshah. 


‘The troops of the Ferman Fermah, destined for chastising the Direkwand Tuts, 
Hiave Leen diverted to Arabistan. Ib is not clear for what purpose, but the Grant 
Vizier says they are to attack the urs from the south, : 4 

Tn view of the instructions from the Foreign Ollice to Ilis Majesty's Minister to 

imsclf, in this matter, to diplomatic pressure only, anil in view of the 

of the Luristan force at Burujind being able to carry ont active operations 

four or five months, Lieutenant Williains lins been authorized to return to 
Kermansliah, he 

Captain Gough passed trough Teliran on his way to Kermanshah from Urania 
on the 80th ultimo. 


Shiraz, 


‘The Shua-cs-Sultanch, probably feeling nervous as fo his prospects after the 
deatli of his father and the accession of the Valiald, whom he hates, has sounded 
lis Majesty's Consul as to tho willingness of the Tmporiil Bank: to take: all 

in pledge, so as to place thom in safety by a kind of fictitious 


king landed property in. Persia as 
But M, Rabino 
k Board would take the matter into consideration if the Genud Vizior would 
@ suich authority, he Prince lias been advised to sound his Mighuoss on the 
Iv is qitite possible that, the authorization might ited by: tlio 
Dowleh, who is friendly with the Sua, and, like him, luis approhcnsions 
fs to his future on the necession of the Valialil, 


elvan, 


departore of the Shah for Europe vik Khorasan and tho Orenbing-Dashikend 
lisvay is now almost officially announced for the ent of April, but doubts avs sul 
being freely expressed as ta whether, by the time His Majesty reaches Moshod, at the 
nid OF Muy, it will be possible for hin, in his present stato of Health, to continue tie 
journey iy the height of the hot weather, aud along an ill-laid line through the burning, 
Meppes of Turkestan, t 
‘The Ain-ed-Dowleh long sceretly resisted the journey, and resorted fo his usnal 
procasti then, when tiey failed, he hexan to oppose 
5 the uusest in Persia, and the unsettle 
d mnilitary situat Shui lost his temper, ai asked the 
Grand Vizier openly, in the pre where the Atabuy was, 
ph to | ie would mak 
Nighy toostage His MUaiety coheed No," said the Shah, 
write a telegrann f 


‘on what 
oud to the 


‘The Ain-ed-Dowleli is tryiug to keep the suite which is to go with the Shah at 
the public expense as small as possible, and has insisted that any persons uot actually 
[1552] Q 
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appointed on it shall travel at thefr own personal cost, but he is experiencing consider- 
able difficulty with the courtiers, A week ago two Royal Chamberlains, the Motemid- 
ul-Klnghan and the Nizam-es-Sultan, both belonging to influential families, were 
severely bastinadoed and then expelled from Tehran for intriguing against the Grand 
Vizier, the flogging being administered in the presence of the Sliah himself, of the 
Ain-ed-Dowleh, and of a large circle of courtiers and palace servants. 

It is said that the Ain-ed-Dowleh will try to keep the Shah’s expenses on the tour 
and in Europe within 60,0/0L, of which 40,0001, will be drawn from the Shah’s privy 
purse, or anderoon fund, and the remaining 20,000/, from ordinary revenues, i¢., the 
sale of offices, he Asaf-ed-Dowleh, for instance, has just paid 30,0001, for the renewal 

is Governor-Genoralship of Khorasan. The cost of the Shali's first journey in 

pe with the Atabex is said to have been $00,0001,, including, of course, His 
Majesty's and tho courtiers, 
Mie ulk, former Governor of Kurdistan, will, it is said, attend the 


‘Dhe following Ministerial and other changes lave lately been announced :— 
shual-ed=Dowl ted Minister of Crown Domains, a a reward for his 
ig up the intrigues of Nizam-es-Sultan and Motemid-ul-Khaghan 
(who were bastinndoed), 
Dope dmin Khelwet (Vasir Maktisoos), appointed Chief of the Arsenal, or Fireworks 
Department. 
MYellaled-Dowloh, eldest con of the Zilkes-Sulton, appointed Chief of the Army 
Supply Department, 

Sndik-ul-Mulk, appointed Minister to Holland, replacing Momtaz-es-Sultanch, 
transferred to Paris, 

‘he anti-Belginn agitation is subsiding in ‘Tehran, and Seyed Abdullah's house is 
Voing watched, and hie himself has been warned that any attempt to recommence it 
will be visited by expulsion from the city, ‘Phe persion whom he mentioned as 
“having changed the Shal's mind” (see fnelosure in Sir A. Hardinge’s despatch, 
No, 69), turns out to have heen the Amir Bahadur Jang, Vazir Darbar. 

he Grand Vizier lias prohibited the “‘rozehkhaneh” usually celebrated this 
season at the Atabeg's house and continued notwithstanding his absence, but his own 
supporters amongst the clergy lave advised him to reconsider this step, as likely to 
offend the entire clexieal bouy. 


‘Tehran, April 1, 1905, 





No. 51. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansitowne-—( Received April 26.) 


(No. 79, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, April 8, 1905, 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a copy of a despatch 
T have reecived from Lieutenant Williams, at present aceompanying the Lutistan 
expedition of the Herman Fermah, dealing with the difficulties pit in his Highness’ 
way by the Persian Government. 

‘The * road” reforred to is that mentioned to me in conversation by the Salar-ed- 
Dovleh, as mentioned in my despatch No, 12 of the 18th January last. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR I, HARDINGE, 


aT 


Tnclosure in No. 51. 


Lieutenant Williams to Sir A. Hardinge, 
Wo. 21) 
Sir, Burujird, March 16, 1905, 

T TIAVE the honour to acknowledge tho receipt on the 1th March of your 
letter dated the 2nl February las!, inclosing letter dated the Ist Rebruary for his 
Highness the Ferman Fermah, Chnuded it to him to-day, and his Tightess requested 
me to thank your Excellency for your very friendly letter, He again asked me to 
assure you of his friendship for the’ English and of his determination to do his best 
for then. He wished you to know that he was prepared to spend 20,000 tomans of 
his personal property on this “Direkwand” affair, but that, whichever way he. moved, 
he found himself checked by some intrigue or other, He then gave mo instances of 
two of the latest moves to inerense his difficulties :— 

1, He said that he iad in his possession a secret copy of w telegram from the Sadr 
Azim to the SalarieMoazzem, ondering him on no account to venture into the 
Direkwand Mountains, but to stick to the main caravan route, and to let the Ferman 
Fermah with his personal following do the mountain work. 

2. He showed me a secret copy of the reorganization of the Persian army 
consequent on the death of the Sepah Salar, Tt divides the army up into districts, 
each under a general of sorts, and the troops of Kermanshah’ are, grouped with 
Hamann under the Hassam-ul-Mulk of Uamadan, Ferman Fermah informs mo that 
when the Kermanshalt re that they have a new chief his position will 
be very difficult, as their is ry pow sian 1, and cannot be ordered about 
in a Way necessary to military efficiency i 
rou to His. Highness before, but following on the remarks in your lotter wo had a 
Jong talk over it. He is very keen on it,as at present he is engaged in buying up 

districts which, although now disturbed, mustinevitably, 
red me, and some present, who seemed 
eis another route west of the Kialan 


the advantage for charvadars that it pn 
could buy grain, &e., en route, instead rs 
todo by the Kialan route. His Highness said 
the road, hie thought the tribe would recogn 
refrain from raiding it, 

this end, 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) ‘t. 8. B. WILLIAMS, 





No. 52. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansilowne,—(Received April 25.) 
(No. 81) 
My Lord, Tehran, April 8, 1905, 

ZT HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, in continuation of my despateh 
No. 76 of the Ist instant, an extinct from tho weekly confidential diary of 1 
Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed giving an acconnt’ of the recent riots in that 
city. 

"T have, at tie ime tine te louour 10 tranamit. the paraphrase of a telegram 
from Captain Sinythe, Military Attaché at Meshed, respecting ch of Russian 
troops from 
Lordship. 

Lordshi) 
from the entry of a Russian foree 
pocial position of Meshed may now be r 
n altogether surprised if such a. fo 

met with resistance at the hands of the Persian authorities aud troops. ho 
military issue of the conflict would, of course, not be doubtful, even if the Persian 
troops opposing the Russians were numerically superior, but apolitical situation cf 
some gravity would undoubtedly haye been the result. ‘he Russians will now 10 





doubt make a claim for pecw mpensation on account of the losses suffered by 
their subjects, and to this the Persian Government will probably reply by again putting 
forward, as a counter-claim, its demand for an indemnity for Persian sufferers during 
the far more serious disturbances which the Russian authorities failed to suppress at 
Baku and elsewhere in Trans-Caucasia. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR IH. HARDINGE. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 52. 
Extracts from Meshed Diary of March 25, 1905. 


A SERIOUS disturbance broke out in Meshed about § A.at. on the 
s vhat a Mahiommedan woman was brought to the Governor- 


} 


Varlor Mahomuiedan named 
firm of I, Zalm, wool and skin merchiai 
employe 

‘Nhe Governor-General was in bed and told the people togo away. ‘They then took 

woman to the Shrine about the t s early mong. pniyers, andl publiely 

el to the Mullahs, Sone 10,000 people quickly collected’ and marched to 

anserai of Alba Kai  destrosed and burnt it, togedtier with 
skins, wool, and other property, valued (ucluling eost of buildings) at about 
$0001 

On the first inkling of trouble: the Armoniur 
took refuge in the Russian Consulate, All shops in the ba 
Krom Alhuun's the mob proceeded to the shop of Ossepiantz, an Armenivn, 
Russian subject, and sacked it of its conte ued some 100, Maliksetli, an 
Armenian, the Russian Wajirbashi the next door 0 Oss 
Uiis house Wreekeil nud plundered of prop 5,000 
iiiob also unearthed thirty villes aud some 
Touse. 

Tiveily, all the Armenians were out of the way and none fell into the tiands of 
inob and ni lives at all were lost exeept two rioters; who, 1 hear, wi oly injured 
by a falling beam and d : 

MENTE swan reported tliat thie mb, after toy finished looting Malikse 

intonded to go to the Russian Consulate and demand the surrender of the Armenian 
useil of ruping the woman, anil if his suroudor was refused, to attack the Consulate 

aud take: 

About 150. nat, however, the Governor-General began to Lestir himself and, 
apparently vealizing that the matter was getting se ent personal 
request of the Russi Consul-General, sent a body Persian troops with 
two guns fo the Russian Consulate, ilar for fas also sent 
into the were posted in th ied. 
After this all distrbonces ecased, Disturbances were fully expected daring the 
Dizht, but ft passed off quictly and nothing further cecum. 

Taw atvaid hat my cugomitus of last week on the Azaf-ud-Dowleh will have 
to ho cancelled with, reference to his action or rather complete want of any 

ye Tv as not till I Fternoon that be took any stops whatever to chee 
tho wot, Ie simply sat ii his ark and allowed the mob to do what they liked, Tt 
said here, mid Ciere seem good grounds for-it, th jole riot was atranged by the 

ienoval himself and his banker, ajar. ee 

‘Mh woinan was, it is said, paid to havent the story about the rape, Tt is certainty 

vivablo that an could have been is to attempt anything of 
{just now ¢ Goyerior-General’s object was, J, to force the Ce 
1 to nominate him for another term of office as Governor: 
that, as soon as the rivt started, he telegraphed to Tehran reportin, 
tlie riot, ng that, a¥ he had not been nominated jeeral for the new 
he lial to auth tho place, He lioped that the Shak would: reply 
im and telling him to aet with authority at once, His Majesty seplicd, 
however, tliat he was suxprised to liar that Asaf-ud-Dowleh had such little authority 
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inthe place and that he had taken him for a stronger man, Muavin-ut-Tujjar's 
motive was to pay off a personal grudge against Albaum and Malikseth. 

Evidently towards evening the Asat-ed-Dowleh realized that the riot bad gone 
far enough and, if not checked, might get beyond is control, He thereupon 
stopped it. 

Mite Rustin. Conmulato was, T hear, full of panie-sisioken wowien and ohildren, 
weeping and wailing, and of Armenian and Russian refugees, ‘Tho Russian onsul- 
General issued rifles and ammunition from a store-rcom to the men in the place. In 
the evening, when the riot had subsided, a thanksgiving service was held by the 
Russian Consul-General to return thanks for their lives having so far boon spared, 

British subjects were in no wise interfered with and no rioting took place near 
this Consulate. ‘The Armenians in the Imperial Bank of Persia came to. Mr. Senn’'s 
house, close to the Consulate, and remained there unmolested, ‘The Afghan agent 
again sent me fourteen armed Afghans, who remained all day and night in this 
Consulate, A number of British Indian subjects (Maliommedans) also camo hers in 
case they should be wanted, Late in the afternoon the Beglar Begi sent me a guard 
of seven soldiers, 

It is reported that as soon as the news of the rioting at Meslied reached Kuchan, 
the Armenians there fled to Askhabad. ‘The Armenian clerks in the Imperial Bank 
of Persia have tendered their resignation, ‘They consider Meshied too dangerous and 
wish to return fo Tehran, 

T am told that the Russians largely ascribe the riot to anti-Russian intrigues 
by me, 


(Signed) ©, FB MINCHIN. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 52, 


Captain Smythe to Sir A. Hardinge, 


(Velegraphic.) P, Meshed, April 6, 1905. 

A KEPOR dated the 80th March, from a European correspondent at Asklabad, 
statis that 100 Cossacks, two battalions of infantry, and one field battery lave heen 
detailed for Meshied, 

On the 25th March newswriter at Askhabad reported that one infantry battalion 
started for frontien, 

On the Ist April another newswriter reported from Askhabnd that $00 infantry 
and Cossacks actually started for Meshed, but were recalled, 

Up till now no soldiers have crossed, and Tam not of opinion that any vill cross 
the frontier, 


Uniless Shah sanctions entry of Russian troops into Persia, the Persians intend to 
‘oppose them, 





No, 53. 


Sir A. Hardinge to he Marquess of Lansilowne— (Received April 26.) 
(No. 82), 


My Lord, Tehran, April 8, 1906. 
; had the tiononr to receive your Lordship's despatch No. 38 of the 


ast, inclesing copy of a letter addressed’ to the Archbishop of 
‘anterbury by the Rey, O, Parry, of Urumia. 

1 am sexiding this communication to Mr, Wratishaw in the despateh of whieh 1 
Have the lonour to forward a copy herewith, and which, taken in connection with my 
Hespateh No. 41 of the Ist March to your Lordship, will, T hope, be deemed by your 
Tordship to constitute a sufficient comment on Mr, Parry's remarks to, the’ Are! 


supposes that it is the duty of His Majesty's Government to 
info such a pacification of the Kurdish tribes in Western 

ay will ity nd security of the district in which he 
his missionary il there is little doubt that: if the Persian 
dl were prepared to spend the necessary: 

Ty equip) ion, the subjugation of the Kurds woul 

But in Azarlaijan, as in Luristan, the liek of troops, of finds, wud, 





above all, of any real desire on the part of the Shah or his Ministers to establish order 

and a decent Government in those regious, combine to form an obstacle on which 
‘arguments and representations, however urgent, are expended in vai 

Thave continued, as instructed in your Lordship's: telograin of the 23rd 

iitimo, to exert the diplomatie pressure whic a mny felegram No. 32 of the 

izing to bear on the Persian Government in connection with the 

{your Lordship will have learned that it has at length resulted 

in tho removal from Urumia of the Mujtehed Mirza Hussein Agha, which had long 

heen demanded by the missionaries, but which the Persian Government, notwith- 

ig its promises, kept deferring, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR I. HARDINGE, 


Tnelosure in No. 53, 
Sir A. Haridinge to Consul: General Wratislae. 


Tehran, April 7, 1905. 
HIT to you herewith a copy of a letter from the Rex, O. Parry to the 
Archbishop of Camexiuiy, whieh lias heen forwarded to me without any remark or 
instruction by the Boreisgi’ Offic 
‘This communication requires litfle comment from me beyond the observation that 
itl the expressed by Slst 
with which T dealt in my despateh " 
r. Parry bh Ul 
Obinin ie anvest of 
imnsolicited hy: the missionaries 
Kurds. Tin this oto he urges the Archbishop, by a word to Lord Lansdowy 
estore oun ener sticlt stops as wo took 
tho “elochily i race's representations in May: or al 
real fae, of comme, being th y Mrs, Pearsow and 
rosulted in the arrest of the 
them, 
Mr, Parry is, of course, free to indulge in such janis a he p 
efforts lich 1 ‘Dubreow to obtyin the removal of the Mujtehed, 
tho fact: that they avere only: temporarily defeated by the flight of th 
Uistint part of Nearbaijan, owing to the 1 oiitbreak of cholera in the citys 
Wut his genoral tone is not calculated to ime to recommend to His Majesty’s 
Scorotary of Stato any further measures for pacil istrict of Urumia other than 
the continued diplomatic representations to the 
iin so far not authorized by his Lordship to go. 
hovwover, sitistactory to ote that the appre shicl thie 
aries have rélorred, both vorbally aut in. writing, Nertions 
riiuilo sty's Roprosenitatives inthis country on behalf of m1 ts 
in Vruiia, are ih marked contrast to the language used by Mr, Parry 
You arg freo to, make such nse as you may think fit of this despatch in any further 
ations which you m © with that gentleman on this aud) cognate 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 





No, 54. 


India Office to Foreign Office.— (Received April 27.) 


‘PILE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Alfairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
Forwards lierewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of @ telegram to 


the Viceroy, dated the 18th April, relative to Persian loan proposals. 


India Office, April 26, 1908, 
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Inclosure in No. 54. 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India, 
(Telezraphic.) P. India Office, April 18, 1905, 
HIS Majesty’s Minister, Tehran, lias been instructed that he may treat with 


Government of Shah in regard to Persian loan on the basis of your telegram of the 
13th April. 





No, 5: 
India Office to Foreign Offce—(Received. April 21.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary. Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 13th April, relative to Persian loan proposals, 


India Office, April 26, 1905, 


Tnclosure in No, 55. 
Mr, Brodrick to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, April 13, 1906. 

IN connection with the proposals for loan to Persia (vide my telegrams of the Ist 
and 10th instant), following qeueral conclusion, has boon recorded by tho Defence 
Committes, viz,, that financial assistance to. tho Porsian Government, though in 
certain cases it may bo inevitable, is not desirable in principle, and that each proposal 
of this character should be considered on tho merits of the case. 





Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office.—(Received April 27.) 


Sir, 35, Abchurch Lane, London, April 26, 1905. 
TAM instructed by the Board of the Tinperial Bank of Persia to inform you that 
they have toslay thoroughly discussed the question of the further proposed loan to 
the Persian Government with their legal adviser, Sir John Lollatus. He is of opini 
that the Imperial Bank is not competont to inake this loan under the terms of their 
Concession and considering the amount of the loans already made by them to the 
Persian Governmont. With this opinion the Directors are compelled to agreo, and 
can thus only leave the decision to the Seotetary of State, who vill best know how to 
secure British interests in the matter, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) G. NEWELL, Manager. 





No. 57. 
Sir A. Hardinge to tie Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received April 27.) 


(No. 67.) 
(Telegraphic) Ps 
FOLLOWING repeated to India:-— 
‘Your Lordship's telegram No. 36 of 10th April. 
Agreement, with your Lorlship's second amendment, is accopted by Persian 
Government, but a Persian as well as an English offico at Henjam is insisted upon hy 


Tehran, Aprit 27, 1909, 








tho Shai, as distinct from his Ministers. When the Shah realizes that a Persian staff 
will absorb all his profits he may not persist, but if he does propose to yield the 
point, and the Director of the Persian section here sees no objection. In practice the 
Shah will. probably provide neither staff nor quarters, for his only motive is vanity 
‘and a desire to show that Henjam is under his sovereignty. 





No. 58. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received April 28.) 


WITH reference to Sir E, Gorst’s letter of the 20th March, the Under-Secretary 
of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, forwards herewith, for 
the information of the Secretary of State, copy of & despatch to the Government of 
India, No, 8, Secret dated Slat ultimo, and inclosures, relative to pearl fisheries 
in the Persian Gulf, 

Initia Office, April 27, 1905, 


Mr, Brodrick to Government of India, 


Sir, India Office, March 31, 1905, 

ON receipt of your Excellency’s letter of the 10th March, 1904, on the question of 
the pent! fisherios in the Persian Gulf, I entered into communication with the Foreign 
Olico with a view to obtaining the opinion of the Law Offieors of the Crown upon the 
lggal and Intemational pointe mined by your Excellency’s Governmeny, 

2, 1 ineloso herewith, for the information and guidance of the Government of 
Tudiay a copy of the correspondence.® 

3, Your Excellency will geo thnt the Law Officers of the Crown have no doubt. as 


to the rights of the trae in such waters as, nny july be considered territorial 
‘ 


Onteide territorial waters, they are inclined to hold that the exclusive rights of the 


tribes might he maintained to banks in regard to which their exclusive possession is « 


tapablo of historical proof; but they consider that the point is not free from doubt, 
In regard to the deepor waters, they are of opinion that there would be no reasonable 
Fasserting With success tho right of the tribes to debar other nations from 


n these circumstances, T agree with the general conclusion at which the Law 
ura of the Crown have arrived, viz., that it is not expedient to raise the question 
internationally by forcibly preventing vessels of foreign nationalities from Sshing on 
the banks, ‘The object in view may jrobably be attainable by indirect methods. 
have, Xe. 
(Signed) ST. JOUN BRODRICK. 





No. 59. 


3 ‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 
(No. 42.) 
(Velegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 28, 1905, 
IN iow ot ie: tern of their Conpomaion and) tie enoane they have alieh ly 
advanced to the Persian Government, the Directors of the Imperial Bank, after 
discussing the question of the proposed loan to Persia in consultation with their legal 
audviser, hays decided that the Bank is not eompeteat to make the loan, 





© 1 Bo ly 10; toditto, August 10 (and igeloeure) 5 
Foreign OM her’ 25 (and inelosure); to ditto, March 8} 
Forvign Once, 9 
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No. 60, 


Sir A. Hardinge to\the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received April 29.) 


(No, 58,) 
(Telegraphic.) _P. 


Tehran, April 20, 1905 
PERSIAN loan, iran, Apri 


He may obtain the consentof St. Petersburgh if the Persians 
ting. 
(Repeated to India.) 





No. Gl. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne (o Sir A, Hardinge, 


; ‘ Foreign Office, April 29, 1905. 
I HAVE received your despatch No, 74, Coniideiitia i the 3is¢ ultimo, 


reporting upon the difficulties which have arisen in connection with the retirement 
of Sit H. Adcock from the post of Chief Physician to the Shah, 
Your action in the matter las my approval, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No. 62, 


Foreign Offce to India Office 
(Confidential.) ee dk 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 1, 1905, 
WITH releranco tomy lear of the 951 instant, am dheoeigt by tis Marquess 
Lansdowne to transmit to you herewith, to be: laid before the Secretary of State for 

copy of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran relative to the proposed 
advance to Persi: 

It will be seen that Sir A. Hardinge is inclined to favour the idea of a loan by the 

ial Bank of Porsia rather than a loan by His Majesty's Covernment on political 

As, however, the Directors of the Imperial Bank lave: categorically 

declared that they are not competent to make the loan, Lord Lansdowne considers that 

Sir A. Hardinge should endeavour to negotiate with the Persian Government. on the 

basis of the con laid down in the Viceroy’s telegram of the 13th April, which 
do not appear to his Lordship to be of an onerous nature. 

Tam to inclose copy of a telegram in the above sense,t which His Lordebip 
proposes to address to Sir A. Hardinge in the event of Mr. Brodrick concurring in 
its terms, 

Tam, &¢, 
(Signed) E, GORSP. 
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No. 63, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 2.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Sooretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 25th April, relative to the Persian Loan proposals. 


dia Office, May 2, 1905, 


Tnelosure in No, (3. 
Mr, Brodrick to Government of India, 


(Telographic.) P. India Office, April 2 
PLEASE refer to the telogram, dated the 18th instant, from His Majest r 

‘i Teliron, regarding the Persian Loan, Difficulty might arise in the way of loan from 

the fimds of the Imporial Baik on account of the terms of their Chatter, and. the 

Hank prefer that loan should be made by mont through, tlieir intermediary. 

Sir A. Hardingo tas accordingly eon informed that His Majesty's Government thi 

it hotter to adliero to the instructions sent to him on the 17th instant, 





No, Gt. 


; y Sit As Mardinge tothe Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Rvceerd May 2) 
59, 
(Belew Tehran, May 2,1905, 
BOLLOWING repeated to India 
My tolegram No, 53 of the 20th ultimo to your Lordship. 
An annual export of 1,200 Tabrocz khawais of grain to onr frontier stations is 
r the Persian Government, and the Porelgn Minister says that he could seeuve 
for isan increase to 1,500 khawars, [am still making efforts to have the embargo 
vntirely removed, on at least to secure the 2000 Khawars that MacMahon asked for, 
butaam T to aceept the 1,500 if the Shah sticks to it, or should it he lied that the 
proposal has futlen trough, and that the Commission are to spend the sun 
Hontior, and delimitate in Beluchistin next winter? ‘The Shah leaves in fi 
anid should be ive your Lordship’s reply as soon as possible: 
Tan informed by the Mushir ed-Dowloh that pledges lave been siven, both here 
Hid at St. Petersburgh, by the Russians that. their per ission and 
av Gumbidi Kaboos will be withdrawn, and period 
il Porsiitn Commissions on the frontier substituted on tle lines of those 
We authorities of Bampur and Mekram. Ho admitted that he hid warned 
tho Russians tit MueMation would not leave Seistan until they consonted to this 
arningement, 


No. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 3.) 


Sir, India Office, May 8, 1905. 
IN reply to Sir’ B, Gorst's lotter of the Ist May on the subject of the proposed 
sudvance to Porsia, Lam directed to inform you that. Mr. Secretary Brodrick concurs in 
the terms of the telegram which the Marquess of Lansdowne proposes to address to 
Sir A, Hardinge, adhering to the instructions to endeavour to negotiate on the basis of 
thy Viceroy’s telegram of the 13th ultimo, 
: Tam, &. 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 
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No, 66. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received May 3.) 


Sin, India Office, May 3, 1905. 
1AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Sir B, Gorst’s letter of the 13th April, 
‘on the subject of the attitude of the Persian Customs authorities towards the British 
Post Offices in the Persfan ¢ {o acquaint yon, for the information of the Secretary: 
of State for Foreign Afuirs, that Mr. Secretary Brodrick concurs in the Marquess of 
Lansdowne's proposal to approve the ternis of the notes which Sir A. Hardinge has 
addressed to M, Nans on the subject, copies of which were inclosed in his Excelloncy’s 
despatch No. 36 dated the 24th February last. é 
Tam, &. 


(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 





No. 67. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 3.) 


India Office, May 3, 1905. 
M directed to acknowledge the receipt of Sir E, Gorat’s letter of the 13th ultimo, 
inclosing copy of a despatch from Sir A. Hardinge on the subject of the attack: by Lu 
tribesmen on Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas and Mz, Lorimer, and to acquaint you, for 
formation of the Marquess of Lansdowne, that Mr. Secretary Brodrick concurs in 
Loniship's proposal to approve ihe language used by Sir A. Hardinge to the 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh, and the terins of the note which he addressed to his Excellency. on 


Tam, &¢. 
(Signed) 4, GODLBY. 





No. U8, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 
(No. 48.) ; 
(Telegraphie,) P, Foreign Office, May 8, 
Witt ae feltgrnn No. S8iotsnersOil vltiee bj 
‘ctors have categorically declared their inability to 
Idd endeavour to negotiate on the basis of the Vieoroy's teleg 
conditions Iaid down in that telegram, viz. (1) Security for the 
to be the southern customs, and (2) the eventual control of the Karun project, 
do Not appear to us to be onerous, 





No. 69. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office. (Received May 4.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Seoretary of State for Foreizn Affuirs, and, by. direction of Mr, Seer rodrivk, 
forwanis herewith, for the inf © Secretary of State, €0 cleggramn 
fron the Vieemy, dived then May relative tothe proposed withdrawal of the Sesta 
Mission 


Lidia Offer, May 3, 1905, 


Tnclosure in No, 69, 


Government of India to Mr, Brodrick, 
May 3, 1905, 


legram has bee from McMahon, in which he urges stroy 
ay be withdrawn or relieved immediately. He recommends this n 
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the ground of the state of tension which, in consequence of the Io: 
early return, is now prevailing amongst all ranks, espec 
relating to Seistan and Perso-Baluch boundary haye now been pra settled 
(except as regards the export of grain, which, however, has been agreed to in principle 
hy the Persian Government), and i opinion, no m why McMahon 
should prolong his stay in connecti h the Water Award. I propose, therefore, at 
once to withdrow the entire party. Every day's delay will make the return march more 
{rying, and T shall be glad to receive orders of His Majesty’s Government at very early 
date, 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 





No, 70. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardin 
(8 guess of ¢ to Sir A, Hardinge. 
(Polographic,) P. Foreign Office, Muy 4, 1905. 

_ YOU may settle the question of the export of grain from Seistan for Ue frontier 
tations on the basis of the Viceroy’s telegram of tox 


You should crideavour to obtain the best terms possible. 
The above is with reference to your telegram No. 59 of the 2nd instant, 





No, 71. 
Inia Ofice to Foreign Office, (Received May 5.) 


soy LL Under-Secretary of State for India presonts his compliments to the Under- 
Sccrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Seen Broa 
forwards hero of State telegram 
lo the Vieoroy, dated the Exeellen dated: the 
411 instant, relatiy ‘ ain from Seistan, 


India Offer, May 4, 1995. 


Tuolosuure 1 in No, 71. 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 


ie.) Inilin Office, May 8, 1905, 
TAN boundary, I shall be glad to recive, by telegeph, a statement of 
your views on tho telegram of the 2nd fuistant from His Mt ster at eliran. 


Tuclosure 2 in No. 71. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 
(Telegraphic) P, May 4, 1 
SEISTAN, | Plenso refer to the telegram of the Qnd instant from Sir A. Hardi 


‘The definite offer to permit unrestricted export of 1,600 Tabreve kharwars annually 
should, in my opinion, be accepted. 


(Repeated to Sir A, Hardinge and Colonel MeMahion,) 





No. 72, 
aa) A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received May 5.) 


(Pelesraphie) P, Tehran, May 5, 1905. 
YOUR Lordship’s telegram No, 43 of the 3rd instant. see 


1 was received yesterday by the Grind Vizier, and immediately after my departure 
the Russian Minister and the head of the Russian Bonk bad an interview with hin, 


a7 . 


‘The condition about the Karun was objected to by the Grand Vizier, but he said. that 
hie would submit it to the Shab, Tn the opinion of M. Naus the Shah will probably 
oppose it, but he thinks that if the Karun condition were made the subject of an 
exchange of notes between the two Governments, or inserted in a separate Agreement, 
the Shah’s opposition might be got over. ‘The decision now rests with the Shah, but, 
in case we come to an Agreement, it might bo well that the Directors of the Bank 
should authorize their Chief Manager to sign. My offer is of 100,000/. only as [ 
think it prudent to reserve the rest for some more favourable opportunity of obtaining: 
further concessions of a political nature, and the sum mentioned is all that they reully 
want just now. ‘The Shab, who starts on Sunday, does not realize his. inanefil 
necessities, and thinks of nothing hut his tour, so thint negotiation is rather dificult 
(Repeated to India.) 





78. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne th Sir a. Hardinge. 
(No. 69,) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 6, 1905, 
THAVE had under my consideration, in communication with the Seorotary of 
State for India, your despatch No. 36 of the 24th Rebriary last, respecting the British 
in the Persian Gulf. 
terms of the notes which you have addressed to the Persian Government on 
this subject are approved by His Majesty's Government, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No. 74, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Harilinge, 
(No. 70.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, May 5, 1905. 
THAW my consideration, tion with the Secrotary. of 
State for Indi i af the respecting the attack 
ir. Lorimer: 
ins of tho note which y 
set, aro approved by His Majesty's Go 
fam, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No. 75. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 

(Confidentini,) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May ti, 1906. 

WIDH reference to my letter of the 3rd instant and to. previous correspond: 
am directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transinit to you herewith, for any 
observations which the Secretary of State for India may desire to make, copy of a 
telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tchran,® relative to the negotiations for the 
proposed further advance to the Persian Government: 

It will be observed tliat Sir A. Hardinge suggests that the Managerof the Imperial 
Bank at Tehran should be authorized to sign the loan contract, in the event of an 
greement being reached, I am to inclose draft of a letter which, if Mr. Brodrick 
concurs in its terms, Lord Lansdowne proposes to address to the Directors of the 
Imperial Bank on this subject} 

At the same time his Lordship considers that it would be advisable to instruct 
Sir A. Hardinge that uo Agreement should be signed until His Majesty's Government 
have liad an opportunity of approving its provisions. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) "  E. GORST. 





f No. 
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No. 76. 


Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia, 
ret 
r, v Foreign Office, Hay 6, 1905. 

WITH reference to your lotter of the 20th ultimo, and to previous correspanitence, 
T am directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to state, for the confidential informa- 
tion of the Directors of the Bank of Persia, ‘that negotiations are now in 
progress at ‘Tehran betwee ajesty's Legation and the Persian Government 
with regard to a further advance of 100,000/, whicl sj vernment are. 

fain conditions, to make to that of Persi 

Tt is proposed that this advance should 
Tinperial Bank, on the 
1904, and the eondit 
ho substantially si to those gove e tivo pre 

Sir Arthur Hardinge lis reported that it is desirable, in order to avoid 
delay, that the Manager of the Tmperial Bank at Tehran should be furnished with the 

authority to sign imme in the event of « satisfactory agreement 

resulting from the present negotintions, 

Van Herefore to request that, if the conditions of the advance, as stated above, 

accoptable to your Directors, the 3 Tehran, who lias, it is understood, 
already beon instructed to place himsel A. Harding 
matter, may he authorized by telegraph to sign the Agrooment with the Porsian 
Govermmiont on behalf of the Tinperial Bank ss soon as its forms are settled 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) E. GOR: 





No. 77. 


Sir A. Haviinge to the Sdarquess of Lansdowne Received Muy 7.) 


(Holographic) 2, Vehvan, slay 7, 1903, 

MY tolegram No, Gl of th May. 

In aye tho principle shoul he accepted by the Persiau Goyerament 1 
ratted tho following: Article for sibanission to. them 

“hte event of th tion of the sehen for a dam at Ahwaz, the Pi 
Covernmont ongiige that only seh, agent by the British ¢ 
‘wont will be intrusted with its ox . e t0 the Vieero 
“Phy British Govornine ngines to facilitate 4 further 

MOL from the Tperial Rank of Persia, interest at 5 per cont,, «narant 
Porsian Gulf and Bars enstoms, part of this sum to he if tho ex 
thy proliminary’ surveys, &e., which the Parsian Govern " to be maul, 

Ropayment by atnnities, ax in the hist loan Agroement, ould he provided for. in 
A suparate Article: 

Since my intorvitw of ‘Thursiay T have received no communication from the 
ut, and the Shah apparently leaves the financial question unsettle, 
as ho starts to-day, 

(Repeater! to India.) 





No. 78. 
India Office to Foreign Office —( Received May 8.) 


‘THE Under-Seeretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
ry of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodvick, 
4s herewith, for tho information of the Secretary of Stato, copy of a telogram to 

the Vicoroy, dated tho tth May, relative to the proposed withdrawal of the Seistan 

Mission, 


India Office, May 8, 1908, 
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Inclosure in No. 78, 
Vir. Brodrick to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) P. May 4, 1905, 

SEISTAN. Your telegrams of yesterday and to-day. On the condition stated in 
the latter telegram, His Majesty's Government agree to the immediate withdrawal of 
the Mission. ‘Instructions in this sense have been sent to Sir A, Hardingo, who, 
however, will try to secure more favonrable terms, which he has indicated. 





No. 79. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Keceived May 8.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoreiary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 6th instant, relative to the Karun: 

India Office, May 8, 1905. 


Tnclosure in No. 79, 
Government of India to Mr, Brodrick, 


(Welegraphic.) PB. May 6, 1905, 
KARUN irrigation. Your telegram of the 21st Jannary last. 
Information has reached us that Dutch engineer, wlio is:understood to be going 
to Holland, has left’ Ahwaz en route for Moliammeral, 
(Repeated to fis Majesty's Minister at ‘Tohran,) 





No. 80. 


Invtia, Office to Foreign Office (Received May 8.) 


Sir, India Office, May 8, 1905. 

IN roply to your letter of the Sth instant, relating to the Persian loan, Tam directed 
by Mr. Secretary: Brodrick to say that he concurs in Lord Lansdowno's proposal to 
approve the terms of the Article drafted by Sir A, Hardinge for submission to. the 
Persian Government in the event of their accepting in principle the conditions as to 
the Karun irrigation scheme, 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





No. 81, 
‘The Imperial Bank of Persin to Foreign Office —(Received May 8.) 


Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, May 8, 1905. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt this morning of your Secret letter 
dated the 6th instant. ‘The conditions therein montioned are quite acceptable to th 
Board of Directors of the bank, and the Chief Manager in Tehran has been instructed: 
hy telegram to plaice himself in eo ion with His Majesty's Minister in Tehran. 
as requested. 

Lam, &e. 


(Signed) G. NEWELL, 











The Marquess of Lansdovne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 47.) 
(olegraphie,) B. Foreign Office, May 8, 1905. 


"THE: terms of the draft Articlo transmitted in your telegram No, 62 of yes 
on the subject of the proposed. advance to Persia, are approved by His Majesty's 
Government. 





No. 83, 
Indiu Office to Foreign Office. —(Received May 9.) 


Sir, Indin Office, May 6. 1906. 

LAM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Sir B. Gorst’s letter of the Gth iustant 
‘us to thie negotiations for the proposed further advance to the Persian Government, and 
to stato, in reply, that Mr, Seerotiry Brodrick concurs in the terms of the draft letter 
Which the Marquess of Lansdowne proposes to address to the Directors of ie Imperial 
Bisuk authorizing the Manager at 1 jo sigu the loan contr 

i the Peri t heing arriv 

those governing the tic 

Mr, Brodrick agro 
‘Pohran should be not to sign 4 
considered: hy Ui 's Government, ‘There is no objection, in Mr. Brodrick's 
opinion, to ihe provision as to the Karun irrigation scheme being arranged by a 
sopiraty Agreemont or c of notes, as suggested in Sir A. Hardinge's 
telogram of the 5th May, if its ent as to the loan proves 
innpracticuble 

Tam, ke. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


No. $1. 
Foreign Office to Treasury 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 9, 1905, 
WITH reference to your letter of the Sth August, 1901, conveying the 
{he Lords Commissioners of the Treasury to half the cost of an Indian escort for Th 
sty’ Consulate at Ispahin, Tam directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to state 
that His Majosty’s Minister at ‘Tehran reports that it has been found indispensable to 
to the guard. ‘The additional men are Hutri and rier, the former 
es, With rations and. elotbing, 
ar, of which one-half will. bo 
rament of India. = 
Lord Lansdowne, trusts that their Lordships will sanction the payment from 
Alajrial funds of one-half of the additional expenditure as well as of half the cost of 
thy mion’s passages fron India and back 
Tau toudil that ila heen found necessary for the present to attach past of the 
guird fo Elis Majesty's Legation at Pohran, 
Tam, &c. 
(Signed) 





No. 85. 
Sir. Hovilinge to.the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 10.) 
Tehran, May 10, 1905. 
S Toul, My telegram No. Gl 


ran cotitien is lected hy-the Persian Goverument to be inudmissibh 
onal hit while We give no pledges to provide he funds required for th 
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‘Alvwaz scheme we tie their funds. A suggestion was made by the Grand Vizier to 
the effect that it might possibly be inserted in a definite scheme for a large loan, say 
400,0001,, for the Karun works, and that this scheme might be discussed when the 
Shah returned, but I see clearly that now that the Court is travelling at daily 
increasing distances from Tehran, no advance with political conditions can be 
negotiated here 
idvance of 100,000, without conditions. has been applied for from Russia by 
the Persian Government, but Thave'réason to think that the report current here, that 
this has been granted, is premature. As the stim is a small one, Russia may possibly 
grant it on tho sole condition that the Austrian contracts be eancelled 
Grand Vizier professes to me to be very. ling to inerease the Porsian debt to 
ni lias urged me to solicit your Lordship's influence with the Imperial Bank 
on behalf of the plan for the rede pleading that no broach of th 
Pers rnient’s concess “ plan. The Bank mainly depends 
ind it would certainly bo politic on their 
part to stretch a point to oblige that Government, M. Nauis suggests dhat 
Dirvetors might take further vice on the question, oF tat the sanction of 
general necting loubt, ‘The possibility, too, of the Shah be 
exposed in Europe to a » offer with no British Representative 
makes me uneasy. The B nk inanager, who has agreed to. the. postpone 
of the repayment of the floating debt, on the sane day as the Shah, 
ar that throughout the tour he will keep in ¢lose touch with the Persian Court 
(Repeated to India.) 





No. 86. 
Indie Office to Foreign Office. (Revived May 11.) 


Sir, ludia Office, Say 10, 105, 
IN reply to Sir E. Gorsts letter of the 3rd May relative ‘to certain, proposals 
made by His Majesty's Consul at Kerman for securing order and safety on the 
Korman-Bunder trade ronte, Fam directod to request that you will infor 
ues of Lansdowne that Mr Secretary Brodrick appreciates the forew of 
Sir A. Hardinge’s objections to the proposals to form a hody: of mounted troops 
uider British officers, and to construct a telegraph line from Kerman to under 
Abbas 
With regard to the appointment of Consular Agents or hospitil assistants at 
Sirjan, Rafsinjau, and Banpur, if the possibility of inducing the Persian Government 
fo recognize these appointments is conditional on the recognition by the Government of 
Tui of a Persian Consul at Quetta, Mr, Brodrick is tiot prepared to express any 
definite opinion without again consulting the Government of India, who, Lord 
Lansdowne will remember, have been strongly opposed to any relaxation iin favour 
of the Persian Government of the rule which tatricts the residence of foreigw Consuls 
to the seaport towns, 
Tam, &e, 
(Sigued) A, GODLEY, 





No. 87. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received May 11.) 


Sir, India Office, May 10, 1905. 

TAM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th April, and 
to acquaint you, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that 
Mr. Secretary Brodrick concurs in the Marquess of Lansdowne's proposal to approve 
the terms of the note addressed by Sir’A. Hardinge to the Persian Government on the 
20th March, ou the subject of the Russian telegraphists in Khorassan, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 
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No. 88. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May U1.) 


: India Office, Miy 10, 1908. 

LAM dire y ‘oretary Brodrick to acknowledge the receipt’ of your 
note of the: lative to the Henjam-Bunder Abbas ‘Telegraph 

Tn reply, Lat to say that Mr, Brodrick, while adhering to th 
\indesirable to have a Persian telograph office on Henjam, has, in the circumstances, no 
objection to Lord Lansdowne's proposal to approve Sir A. Hardinge’s suggested conrse 
of action, 

Lam, &e, 


(Signe HORACE WALPOLE. 





No. 89. 
Inilin Office 1o Foreign Office (Received May 12.) 


F-Sceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegram 
to the Vieoroy, dated tho 11th May, relative to the Persian loan proposals 

Indin Office, May 12, 1908. 


Juctosure in No, 89. 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 


(olographie,) 2 Inia Office, May 11, 1905, 
PERSIAN loan. param from His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, dated 10th 
instant 
Change of attitudy by Bauk seems improbable. What is your opinion, from this 
point UF yinw, as tostdvance without political conditions: ian rovenues ? 





No, 90. 


‘The Marjuess of Lansdowne to Sir d. Hardinye, 


Den Foreign Office, May 12.1 
NJAM-BUNDER ARBAS telegraph line, 
‘Dh course suggested hy you in your telegram No. 5 
approved hy His Majesty's Governm 


of the 27th ulti 





No. 9 


‘The Marquess of Lansilowne to Sir A. Huridinye, 
(No. 77.) 
Sir, 
1 HAVE considered, in conmunuieation with the Secretary 
despatch No, 60/of 21st March last, relative to Russian telographists in Khorassa 
The note which you have addressed to the Mushir-ed-Dovleh on this subjec 
‘approved by His Maj 





No. 92. 


Sir 4, Hardinge to he Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received May 14.) 
(No, 65.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 18, 190 

MY telegram No. 57 and your Lordship's No, 45 of the 4th May 

Agreements respecting grain export to Indian frontierand Bunder Abbas telegraph 
extonsion haye just been signed by the Persian Foreign Minister and myself, 

‘The former stipulates (1) right of our post at Padaha to obtain water from tank 
ox wells at or near Mirjawar, and withdrawal of our claim to that plice, (2) That 
both Governments abandon the proposed ination of the frontier line in that 
region, respecting which no further claim will be made, and which is, declared to. be 
definitely settled. (3) Unrestricted annual export from Seistan of 1,500 Tabreey, 

50 Khanwars of ghi for the Robat post and Mushki Road, and 
fhe people of Mirjawar, Duzdab, and Ladis, to sell. to our frontier out= 
supplies ap to 700 Tabreez Kharwars of grain annually, making a total of 2,200 
Kharwars a-year, Customs duty may be levied on these exports at most-favoured> 
nation rates. Provision applies to all normal years, but any locality which can be 
shown to be actually suffering from famine, the result of its crops having heen 
d by blight, locusts, or other exceptional visitation, will be exempt. 
modified my original draft in several details, but as your Lordship 
had told me to get the best terms I could, and MacMahon was pressing to start on the 
15th x tiem to hey have, however, puta 
is sty’s Government, to withhold theis 
modifications. 

legraph agreement is identical with that sent home in my, despatch No, Gh 
with addition of provisions for an English telegraphist at Bunder Abbas for State 

messages and for n Persian offiee at Henjam, 

(Repeated to India and to Seistan Boundary Commission.) 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Recrived May 6.) 


(No. 88. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, April WA, 1905. 

T HAVE the lionour to transmit: herewith, with reference to my despateh No. 72 

20th ultimo, eopy of a despatch from Itis Majesty's Consul-General at ‘Tabrees, 
reporting on the departure and political views of the Valiahd, 

There is, 1 think, little doubt that, since the Imperial Bank refused! and’ the 
Russion Bank granted the Joan for which His Imperial Highness applied, he his 
thrown in his lot with the Russian interest, and that his obstructive attitude in de 
Urumis was largely, though of course not wholly, influenced by w desite to 

the Russians. ‘The atmosphere of Tahroes and the counsels of M. Chiapehal, 
the Crimean Jew who teaches hi cli and Russian and who has found it to his 
advantage to work for the present with the Russian Consulate-CGeneral, have also 
probably strengtliened the Heir-Apparent’s pro-Russian proclivities. Persians aro, 
however, changeable, and it is possible that the Valialid’s residence here ay Regent 
may tend fo modify the views he has formed in Tabreez, more especially as these, to 
Judge from what Thave heard of them from other informants, and notably from the 
Nizimi-es-Sultanch, are the outcome rather of passing considerations of self-interest 
than of settled political convictions. 

Mr. Wratislav reports, in a further dospateh, that the price of bread fell cons 
siderably the day after the departure of the liad, who had, in order to maintain it 
for the purposes of his ring, forbidden the villagers Of the neighbourhood to bring in 
bread for sale in the city, and that there is now a relaxation of the tension among the: 
Armenian population and less anxiety as to the possibility of disorders, 

T have, 
(Signed) RIHUR 1, HARDINGE, 
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Inclosure in No, 93. 


Yonsil-General Wratislaw to Sir A. Hordinve. 


(No. 18. Confidential.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, March 31, 1905. 

AS already reporte the Valiahd left Tabreez 
for 'feliran on the 27th insta ishiment with him, 

‘The expenses of his journey w wed by 
sundry sum torted from rich Persians who had 
(amongst d ultané), and 
which last item it is difficult to « 

‘The belief seems general here that Mis Imperial Highness is unlikely to return 
to Tabrevr, but I have not heard any yery convin given for this opinion 
heyond the fact that the Prince did his best to avoid i that he has take 
mich more luggage and usual with him. he wish is prob 
fatter to the thought 's system of government has rendered 
intensely unpopular amongst all classes, and the relief generally experienevst at his 
lepnrture has heen plainly: manifested. 

His Imperial ili hness is understood to lave nanced anid to have shared 
the profits of the various rings whic have srtificially raised the price of bread, 
charcoal, and other ni ®, to the great distress of the poorer classes of the 
population, and it is a fact that prices fi ely he left the town, 

‘The Luan Juma is trying to obtain signatures to a petition to the Shah that the 
Vilinlut inay’ soon he restored to his bereaved provine 

11 is, ih my tumble opinion, desirable that the lieir to the Mirone should not 
nside in Mabreca, whom it seems inevitable that he should fall under, Russian 
influ 

é transferred his account to the Russian Bank, 
tHe Valiahd appears to have made up his mind: that it is to lis interest to. throw in 
thin Tot with the Russians, and that Great Britain may: be silely loft out of his 
calculations, at least for the present. a recent conversation, which has been 
toported to me by a trustworthy person who was present at the time, His [Imperial 
Wighiiess declared that this was his fixed policy ; and on member of his entourage 

Hiring to observe tat Russia's weight in other parts of Poesia must not be gauged 
by the position in Azerbaijan and that it might be wiser to hold. the bi more 
evenly and play off one Power against the other, the V 

rat, that he knew: whit was best, and should do a 

{am informed, by a relative of tam Kuli Mirza, that the hd’s instructions 
to hin on taking over t vernorship of Urini were to do all he could to please th 
Russians, and that lie might disregard the E lish, Tis Imperial 1 
obstructiveness in the matter of the ejection from Urmi of Mirza Hussein Agia wae 
less due, T ant convinced, to native obstinaey than to the influcneo of the Russian 
Who, for reasons best Known to themselves, took that ecclesiustic ander theig 


With to the Valialid invariably professes friendship to Great 
Britain, and eu into a corner docs not hésitate to make appeals: to the 
filendship of Great Britain towards Persia; ut Cam. sure that, for ule present ab 
Teas elie aide hie ehotee al teuyi Marae entirely on the Russian side, 
Thave, Se, 
(Signed) ALC. WRATISLAW, 





Ba) 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Morquess of Lansdovne—(Reeeived May 16.) 
(No. SL) 
My Lond, Pebvan, April 14, 190: 
THAV ES the honour to 4 mation of my despateh No. 82 
of tho Sth instant copy of w despatch from His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreoa, 
giving particilars of the cifcimustances inider whieh the Mujtalied: Mirza Hussein Agha 
vats removed from Urtzuiah aud a paraphrase of a telegram sent by nie in answer to it, 


65 


A later despatch from Mr. Wratislaw just received reports the Mujtalied’s arrival at 
Tabreez and his impending departure for Teh 

Mr. Wratislaw's account of the attitude of the Russian Viee-Consul is a significant 
comment on the official communiqué which was recently published by the Russian 
Government respecting, re in the peaceful adjustment of the late difficulties 
at Urumiah, and on which Thad the honour to report to your Lordship in my despateh 
No. 54 of the 8th ultimo. 

Tiave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 1 


Consul-General Wratislam (0 Sir A. Hardinge, 
No. 12.) 
Tabrees, Maveh 30), 1905 
Ath instant, dumounicing the departuy 
honour to report that this took place 
Russian Viee-Consul, which the Governor 
aliahi’s orders, completely disregarded, 

Mirza Hussein Agha himself threatened riots, but his rival tho Bala Sly 
assured the Governor that he could maintain the public peace, provided: Miran Hussoin 
Agha was not to retu 

24 Hussein Agha sent overtures to the Bnglish and 
had found the Russian Vieo-Consulate pow 
nee of the English had heen amply proved, and that he was 
at oth Missions and hex then to intoreede for hin. he 
ative would be disturban 
After due consideration the missionaries returned the answer that the matter w 
the hands of the. British Consulate-Cenoral, and they: themselves hud no. power to 
interfere ; but that if the Mujtaled wished to call they would he glad to receive hi 

‘The matter then dropped, and Mirza Hussein Agha finally departed on the’ 23rd 
instant reaching Tubreez yesterday, No disturhauces of any kind took place, and the 
general feeling at Urmi seems 10 bo that the town is well ri 
influence of tho Bala Mujtahied has inci 
if only the return of his rival can bo 

In tho absence of the is focum tenens, L Have 
Persian Government towards the 
T do not think he ought to remain so near as Tabrown, 

Dow! Ki bogs me to inform your Excellency that ho 
has seconded 10 the best endeavours to induce the Valialid to keop his 
Tecan do so with perfect truth, and am, indecd, much indebted te the 
irguzat for several hints as to the best way. to represent the necessities of the 
sitnation, 
Thayo, &e, 
(Signed) A.C, WRATISLAW, 


ee 
Inclosure 2 1m No, 4. 


Sir 4, Hardinge to Consul-General Wratislaw. 
(No. 18.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tabrees, April 18, 1905, 

T UNDERSTAND, with reference to your despatch No. 18, that the Molla is. to 
go to Tehran and Meshied. On arrival of Nizamies-Sultaneh you should request him 
to order his immediate departure. His Excellency will be amicably disposed. 

Give the Karguzar my best thanks for his support 
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No. 95. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Receiced May U6.) 


(No. 86. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, April 14, 1906, 

I HAVE the honour to report, with reference to your Lordship's telegram No. 
of the 28th, ultimo and to my despateh No, 74of the Bist ultimo, that T have succeeded 

sottling Sir Hugh Adcock’s affairs in a mannersatisfactory to that gentlemar. on the 
lines indicated in the above-mentioned despate! 

Sir Hugh leaves immediately for Europe with a Firman, appointing him Persian 
Consul-General at Florence, and assigning to him in that capacity the pay and pension 
fo whiel he was entit Chief Physician to the Shah, and with the permane 
rink of Honorary Chief Physiciar to His {mperial Majesty. ‘The Shah, of whom he 
Jul a Tarewoll audionce yesterday, received him, he informs me, very graciously. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDING! 





No, 96, 


Sin A. Harlinge ta the Maryuess of Lunsdane—(MRecerred May V6.) 

(No. $7.) 

My Land, Tehran, Aprit 18, 1906. 
TTLAWE thi hionone to transmit horeyith, with referetice to provi rrespond 

copy of adospateh from Caprain Williams respecting the SHO AL 

thy Divekwand Bites, and the ceported share of the warions trilial sootions concerned 

the attack ou Colonel Dowzlns and Mr. Lorimer 
1 cin inetined to think thit the proposils inde iu this despateh by Captain 

Willisaissallord this bost Tnisis OF a sittle ality expecially as the only other 

alteriativn, one con palling tho Pes 1 to-sonl force sul 

ety enunitry, presents, in viewsol its inant 

fnypoudi 

His. Ma 

know) 


the Shah's 

i aires thian 

lisposedl to sinetion, My personal 

sis atcondshand only, aud it would, P think, be 
isarrived nt that Colonel Douglas, hove in Bn 


y pittion, unlikely at the prevent 
ni ts ib 

own absence in Rurope the 

ily shall) hi kept Whether he will romain there for 


he Ninsat-Dowloh 
enionay, will, 1 immagine, 


or ovor utter the Shah's rotirn, i amore doubtful, ant dopends 
ptt mpiients io Tehran, whieh, in view of Ue presont state of U 
Tnportal Majesty's health, thin ever un 1 inealenlable. 1 hear from 
Avery woll informed sonte that, should the NineedeDowl Fonth 
night bo sumone hore to assiune the Prowiership. Mis sister, Uh 
Who iso bad forms with the present G 1 is workin 
Sconveivably that such an issio nviaht be weleornie to His Majest 
OF the Anthogei\inn. his possibility is, in my opinion, afurthor reason fornr 
(Was far as is practicable in this Luristan business with the views of the 
Formal who appears for the present to be swell disposed towarils us, and swith 9 
Ain endeavouring to maintain vory fricudly relations: 

T have the honowe to inclése herewith 3 par se of a telegram wh Thave 
audit ty Captain Willianis: in ryply to. his slespateh, amd to tequest t " 
Lordship will, aftor the vonsiltation which 1 hay to suggest with Colonel 
Doulas, comm the. by telegraph yo ns as to the final instructions 
whielt [aut to aive Captain Williains on tly subject of ‘As there seemed 
10 prospect of serious oy inst the for some four 
wonths, 1 had directed Captain Williams: to return for the present to Kermaushah. 
Your Lontship will observe that Lan: now keeping him for the present at Burnjind, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR 1. HARDING 


67 
Inclosure 1 in No, 96. 
Captain Williams to Sir A, Hardinge. 


Sir, Burujird, March 26, 1905. 

T HAVE the honour to forward the following report on the present, condition of 
affairs, in continuation of my cypher telegram No. 18 of to-d ; 

1. His Highness Prince Ferman Rermah has been continuing his investigations 
into the Direkwand affair, and below I present his conclusions, which, after comparing 
with facts I know and have never communicated to his Highness, I think are probably 
correct, 

2. On the 24th March, Se Mahdi Khan, the senior Hassanwand Chief, paid me a 

He assured me ihat Mehr Ali Klan Sagwand and the Beglar Begi were the 

tigators of the whole affair, and that the warnings of the latter as to the danger 

road were were blufl. He further added that. both Mehr Ali Khan. aud Boglar 

Beg liad cack received a shiare of the spoil. There-are horses here now which are said 

to be part of the stolen property, and were found in Mehr Ali Khan's stables when he 

was arrested. Se Mahdi Khan also told me that Beglar Begi had received a. telescope 
from the Direkwands, and seemed very anxious to haye onv himself, 

1 am well aware that one has to consider that these people are iying iu every com- 
niunication they make, but local gossip has steadily associated! Mehr Ali Khan and 
Hoglar Bogi with the affair from the time it occurred till now. Colonel Douglas and 
Lieutenant Lorimer strongly suspected them, anid asked me to lok out for evidence 

t them, i 

‘The samo day, after seeing Se Forman Fermab, and he gave 

ie some of lis conclusions after see i Khan, Sartip Reza Khan (seo para- 
grape 36, p, Bushiro, the 26th tly, L001, from Major 
Corto Le W. int Lorimer’s Report), \vam-ed-Dowleh, 
# who have returned from, Razil 


At the time Colonel Douglas and Mr Lorimer wore in Khoremabadl Moualfer-ule 
Malk had ju: m1 dismissed, tizans were creating disorder to call attention 
friends wero the Radhos-Sultin, 
(Loimay say here that the Ferman 
Lit was owing to his firm conviction of theit complicity in the 
Direkwand affair that he caused the arrest 
Further, it ix knowin 
“atl 


ints OF np 

ct inn onion, to. thay 

the Kennan Fi Continning, he 

fact that there are two. parties ii the Direkwianis, one frien: 
swan, and the other with Mehr Ali Khaw Sagan, duit when 

ther of these mien i friendly with the Governor his party aniongst. the. Direkwand 

Help the Goveror, or at any rate abstain from molesting him, ‘This tinished the 
interview for the 24th, but to-day: his Hist x that he hi 
j in from Azan Sliorenuadi 

Ty was really a statement from Mir Haji through Fazil Khan of his sons! part in 

Mir Haji is the Chiot of the Fazil Khan side of the Ditckwands. His 

wzreenient for the double journey, through 

of Khanjon Khan, with Mir Rustam Khan, sow of Mir Haji, and’ he 

was brought up in safety to Khorenabad, With Mir Rustain Khan were his brother, 

Mir Nazar Ali Khan, Mir Barkliondar Khan, and the brother of Mir Haji, Mir Mehe- Alt 

AML these: near belong t0 the section which is. friendly with Fa 

quontly they an: enemies of Mehr Ali Khan Sagwauid, 

Miter Mr. Lorimer had arrived at Khoremabad, Mehr Ali Khan Sagwand wrote to 
the son of Mir Namdar (Mir Nam the other big: Chief of Dirckwands, and was 
friendly to Mehr Ali Khan. Mir Namilar is reported to have died just at this tine 
Ferman Formal has not got the name of his son), Mir! ir Sardar, saying 
something to the following effect: “Look here here is Mir Rustam Khan ancl hiv lot 
going to take the English Minister dawn to Disful, for which they will reee 


Klin, and 


e much 





Juoney aud presets, while you, my friends, are quite ont 
‘insist on having your share, or you will lose all honour as men,” &e. 
As a result of this letter the son of Mir Namdar collected strong following, 
aiwoug theta being Mir Tata and Mir Sardar, and probably others whose comes 1 hace 
fol dot now, and, setting out, joined Mir Rustam with Colonel Douglas and Laewton neg 
Horimer alter Shalvin-Shab, or at any rato after they had commenced “the jonean 
ander the protection of Mir Rustam Khan and Co, The arri of the son of 
Nandar and Co, vs quite « surprise to Mir Rustam, soit is allirmed, The cos of 
Mir Namdar told Mir Rustam that thoy were going to loot the Enelihoen ant ki, 
them so as to leave: ho ¢ of the afluir, ‘To this Mir Rustam strongly objected, he 
Had ora outhe Koran to take them in safety. ‘That night the two parties had a 
consultation, and ci yy Heated, so tmich so that at last’ Mir Tus 
nd his party agreed they would. be hen Mir 
in, seeing thal he could lo. nothing, as the son of M mdlar had brough 
{i Mtonger force, consented to stand in. with them, on de tndertandine ine 
Free ponadt ualishinen sas killed or wounded in any way, and also that they he 
Biven a horse apicde und enough fool to reach Khoremabad. ‘To this the alec, 
consented. aud wunted to start looting at once: but Mir Rustin, tohisel, ae heen 
al + Buglishmen wight te accidentally killed i larkness,. Next mornings 
wh Hag they, ra oot Gieutenant Lorimer and Cloud 
ougios drawing piitols, they wore wounded, uot with the ntention of kil “a 
Unt simply to. prevent them makin; Me et th eee 
nt one Gf loft Mins: was wound 
| hiliove there tx a good dle 
(1) Brow what Tre 
Was ono Min (prostinably Mir Rustam) who 
Mon, ot alist thet to give np the 
2.) Also, from what, Colonat Douglas ‘and Mr. Lorimer said, the: aceompanyinze 
Se wus auch norsed just ator the outeage, aud Thee wena we me they bad 


come fran. ( © probably the followings: 5 
Mie Salas mand ee Probably: the followings of the son of Mir Namen, N 


(3) Mso T holiows, from 
Tilt now), that tie was 


You must go and 


Is also say 

anil afterwards sled 

have, for the following reasons 

ul Licuten said there 
wil Hot help 


's manner (anil T have some experience of 
pelioved to be the truth just as he had 


Agron in 


Hits from tho time of the outrage to the prose 
Mt Melis Ali han Sagoviind was the eause of tho whole aie, 

(5,) ‘The engaxgeniont for escort having: bien made t 
section friendly: to hin, thoy woulll aot be likely. th be 


presse t would put Razil Khan ayainst then, 


I hanjan Khan with the 
ak their oth éxcopt under 
Ai) eis! too. strong man 


win the tnost Important points are (1) the attitude of th 
dnd tor the ontraye, and @)it is true that after startue thee teen 
Joined bya sovond party of Dirokyvandls larger than the fist parte. Ree alte ie 
} y that Colonel Doughis or Gieutenant Lorimer should read: the above and 
dreary atl ets its it, thon it is pli tru, for hae 
riven Koy frets which would have enabled hi ofalivicate it, hi 
ean Which Would have enabled hint to fabaieate ity ly 
T alto perisal tbove swith Colonel Dou 
‘of thesoloscit ts teu, tion gtd Hier 
tert section 
1 propose thy follow talking it 
should sissnke Mie Lajiy the nation 
Pen it we Against his son and the A 
«(lsd Mey: Will iva tle son of Mer il all the Mies who were 
SiH him. (1 shoul sine thal these were all the Mire ease aces a 


With the exceptionsof Mir Rustant Kl in N N i 
A MP MONE AR aaee Rustam Blion, Mir Nazae Nii Khan, Mir Birkbordar Klan, 


if ‘A sil Diya fiw not to-exceud 500-tonmns 

Forhuitt Formals says Unt if putat mors, thes woulll absolutely 

IM ueF Uia f ) Ln OE ABD eit, 
Fis quite onthe cars that the two sections may in thi 

airs a as Haat wont havo the help of, Pua ligne would probate 

Jui es ln on wil si Khoremabad to overae Fazil Khan and 


quickly or np the other side 


S you think the statement 
mes necessity: to dleteraninie how we shall deal ith 


Ferman Ferma: Wi 
oi, that we would) not 
rs associated with hin if 


He says that 


way he set against each 
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5. Ifyou come to the conclusion that the whole thing is probably made up aud 
does not fit in with the facts, Tam afraid that unless the Persian Goveroment is, forced 
along in some drastic manner we must be propared for this matter to drag on 
indefinitely. Personally, T'do not think that an army of 20,000 Persian soldiers ean 
subdue the Direkwands, 

Tf, on the other hand, you incline to the view that there are grounds for believing 
that Mir Haji and his son are speaking the truth and! consent to the course I have 
proposed above, there are strong grounds for believing that the affair willl be finished 

four or five months, always supposing that the Persian Government is forced to sond 
a force of at least 8,000 men with adequate supp! 

6, If the aflair is finished in the way [have indicated, conditions would be quite 
favourable in Khoremabad at the end of five months to conclude terms for guarding the 

d, as both Fazil Khan and Mir Haji would be either in the town or neighbourliood, 

ah will give all the assistance he can, He is quite keen on it, and 

ing to become a shareholder if it is possible, OF courso, all this depends 

on whother it has been settled what Government are prepared to spend, and on whether 
Messrs. Lynch are prepared to show some enerigy. 

7, Ferman Fermah is most emphatic that, there is a better align 
west of the Direkwand country and quite outside their range. He has promise 
send me down this i rt of his own personal cavalry, if you. will consent 

If so, would you sire consent, as should have 0 take my opportunity 

are his escort? He says he will send his cousin and 100 sowars. 
ly working very hard at this affair at prosont, making 
s by granting remission from taxation and refusing presents ¢ 
all is, however, part of his diplomacy to develop confidence and bring off grand 
coup by t in the end, Tis own personal eseort is mainly composed of all the 
smmaustiah, vshiom he is keeping very contented’ at present by resular 
d promise of loot. ‘If, however, he becomes dismissed there will be quito a 
ively time, It is quite as essential that he should not become  mazul’” from Keranane 
shah as from Luristan. Owing to, his boing Governor of both, he is on both sides of 

womads, and there ix no provineo into which they can retreat with good asst 


For this reason Fath-es-Sultan is quite quiet, and all his tribes have sent in thoir 
Chiefs to swear allegiance. Ferman Formah is very. prod that theso Chiefs have 
trusted hin to the extent of venturing into the city, as he siys they will gonerally only 
come within a farsakh or so. T may point out that it would be tiost damaging to 0 
prospects of fhishing’ the affair it Aloaiges-alAtulk ore reaposaled ti 

wrinan Fermah wero left Governor of the two provinces for three years or s0 there 
would be no difficulty abont getting the road into good working orde 

9, Tf vou decide not to press punishment against Mir Rustam and Co. bis 
Highness UM er en tebe ei ac eniRaMT RN 

nds for all the Mirs,as Nefore, and fo Weave this mattor 

iness and myself, to bo acted on if he cannot do anything else, 

at-the evidence I have given is not vory strong, but when 
it is read by Colonel Douglas he will be able either to squash or confirm it, 1 think 
also the attitude of the Mir Rustam. and Co, escort on the roid sup is of some 
importance. As far as I can remember, Lioutenant Lorimer said that he had no 
trouble atall on the road up, and, as the Fy s, they are the sort of 
people who think only of * to-day," and if they hid intended robbery would haye madi 
certain of Mr. Lorimer without waiting for Colonel Douglas. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) 1, S. B. WILLIAMS. 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 96, 
Hardinge to Captain Williams, 
(Telegraphic.) P. pril 18, 1905. 
T AM sending copy of your despatch to Foreign Office and suggesting that 
Douglas, who is now in London, should be consulted ais to your proposals; they seem 


to me, subject to any criticisms he may have to make, to afford the best practicable 





1 am (asking for a telegraphic reply, and you had Detter remain at Burnjird 
pending its receipt, which I expect in about three weeks. ie 

Your inspection of the new ronte suggested by the Prince had! better be deferred 

for the present. Ido not think his removal likely in the immediate futnre, but there 

ae certain lluenees at work for is appointment tothe Praniership in. the exeat of 
@ Ain-ed-Dowleh’s falling. Your attitude toward: should be especially friend 

in view of this possibility ie Dee es eves ely 





No. 17, 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdotne—(Received May 16.) 


(No. 89, Confidential.) 


My Tong, : Tehran, April 18, 1905. 
_CHAVE the honour to. tramemit heren ‘our Lordship copy of a note 
whieh i have addressed to the Grand V dance with th 
contained in your Lordsh gram No, 25 of the 11th ultimo, 
Soistan and Minjawar frontier questions, . 
__ lis Highnoss informed Abbas Kuli Khan, wlio handed this note to him, that he 
oul discuss it with th Shah to-day and take His Maj mands respecting it 
Hiit-ns my messenger leaves to-morrow, I am sending it without awaiting the reply of 
Ae een m sending it without awaiting the reply of 
The Ain-ed-Dowleh wont on to state that, in accordance with the pledge which 
ad given me, ax reported in my despatch No. 62 of the 28nd March, he had 
1 fo reappoint the Hashimat-ul-Mulk to the Governorship of Seistun, but 
that the Hashmat wns not satisfiod with this ant was pressing to be given ‘Kain 
us wel fa 
From otlicn soureos T Near that he is eontident of obt 
to the Grand Vigor that, they should both. join 
Amir of Kain, the Shaul Malk, ar the ex 


respecting the 


it, and has proposed 
ng the estate of the late 
oliammed thrahim Khan, 


thie Foun Drothior of the deeensed Chief, who is also a Half-brother of tho Hashmat: 


ul-Mutk, but whom, the latter suggests, might he 
oth arom ta is isthe wn of a won, 
‘Mhis sehiome is not uulikely to succeed, vnsless Mohan alhim can outbribe 
thi HoshingtaieMulk, ‘The latter line aiven or promise lange aug. to the Woe 
Tiny, tas heikh Fs Hal, a Mujtehed, who has con ith the 
nid Vizier nnd to othior anno qwarsonages inthe Royal. He ; and these 
Substantil arguments, combined with the offeets of the pressure exercised by me on 
the aa cAI up fl sevipt of your Loriship's telegs 28 of the 
WItino, have procured his winstatoment in. Soi get Kal 
for hin ag well, | eae cas. Ne 
T understand that he is of Ng to various exalted 
‘rious exalted re wludin 
cours, the Shab aind the Grand. Vizivr, who will secure li pores 
About 20,0004, which, if the annual “maliat” of Scistan is, as estimated by: the 
anon Mulk roughly, 25,000/, a-year (150,000 tomans) és niot really an unreasor 
able price, ¢ 
‘The present attitude, real om simulated, of the Hashmateul-Mfulk, in his 
se with the Persian Court nd Ministers is partly hecause he wishes 
fodisprove tho charges male against hin by the Russians and his other opponents of 
Having ok Ponsa sgh or Le sh gold anu partly because be desires to discret 
« houndary settlement made with Colonel MueMakou by the Yamin-i-Nizam, whor 
ho regis as his ehief enemy and rival. se aacouiecspadl 
Tn pursuanee of this policy he has rep 
Mushit-ed-Dowleh is siost injurious to Persia, and if he returns to Seistan he will 
perhaps intrigue as much as he dares with the Russians, so long as the Yamin-ieNizam 
Raum gu eiendly terms with our officers. Should the Yann for any’ reion 
develop Russinn proclivities. the Hashniat-ul vill once more e 
Herel, Rutan nat-ul-Mulk will onee more beeome strongly 
On the whole, however, [venture to reiterate the ex; i i i 
vei the ites * 0 a expression of my belief that it 
vill be best in our interests, as we have so far energetically. supported him, in 
Pee to the iows of the Government of India, that th limat should return 
0 Seistan, Ile will pro now do soanyliow, whether we give him further help 
oF not, and we may a8 well got the ercdit of his restoration. It is for this reason that 


msibly deprived of his inheritance 


nted the boundary settlement to the: 


a 


T have recommended in my telegram No. 52 of yesterday's date our guaranteeing 
the further loan which he requires for the purposes of corruption in high places, so. as 
to prevent his obtaining the money from the Russians, and going back under ther 
patronage and protection, 

As your Lordship is aware, I have never much believed in him, and the support 
which Vhave given him under your Lordship’s instructions, has been mainly due to 
the opinion impressed on the Government of India by successive British Consuls in 
Seistan tliat his deposition woul be prejudicial to British interests, He lias no real 
following in the country, no effective means of resisting, without sctive help from us, 
‘any anti-British meastires which may be inspired from ‘Tehran, and is treacherous, 
weak, and besotted by excessive indulgence in opium, When he does go back, the 
Mustansir-ul-Mulk and the Yamin-i-Nizam will, I expect, intrigue against: him, and 
take much of his old power out of his hands: but for all this it will, T think, be to 
our advantage thint we should be supposed to have assisted him, in recompense for his 
past services, such as they were, since the knowledge that we have done so may keep 
him—less from gratitude than from fear of altogether losing our good will—from taking 
an active part in Russian plots, [f he shows signs of turning against us, we con, 
with the assistance of his powerfal local enemies, who will, for reasons of their own, 
he only too ready to denounce him to the Shab, paralyze much of his ability for 
mischief. 

T have warned him that h boon acting very unwisoly in working with 
the Kargnzar against us. hat clumsy efforts have so far produced 
no effect here, He recently telegram to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, which, to 
prevent, as he supposed, Captain Macpherson from knowing it, he requested 
M, Molitor to transmit in Flemish through M, Nans, accusing the Yamin-i+Nizam of 

ving betrayed his country’s interest to Colonel Macmahon, and imploring the 
Persian Government to withhold its assent from the latter's settlement, he Mushir- 
ed-Dowleh treated this communication with contempt, and the Shah wrote a Minute 
to the effect that it was inspired by the Karguzar’s. personal enmity to the 
Misty salir Wie onto of © furiiil Camldlesntcntieden VG 
war, of whose unfriendliness ! have made ropented complaints, is. now to be 
dismissed by the Persian Government, hut his successor has not yet heen selocted out 
of soveral candidates for the post. 

I shall probably have to enter into some discussions and explanations with the 
Persian Ministers about Colonel Macmation’s water award, to certain features of 
Which the Yamin-i-Nizam has, as was only to be expected, raised objections, 1 do 
not trouble your Lordship with any remarks on this subject, as Colonel Maemahion’s 

y full telogeams to tho Government of India respecting it will be in your posses- 
sion before you receive this despatch. But 1 suspect the Shah will he so relieved at 
the termination of Colonel Macmahon’s Mision, ani at the prospect of his early 
departure from Persian territory, that he will not he disposed to be unduly oritienl, 
or to protract hy reopening the discussion, the Commissioner's sojourn in Seistan, 
more especially as the attention of the Court is now entirely absorbed in the plains for 
His Maje: ing European tour. At an interview which Thad on the Lth 
inst i the Mnshir-ed-Dowloh, his Execlloney expressed to me the Shah's warm. 
appreciation of the Inbours of Colonel Macmahon and of the services which that 
officer find rendered to Persia 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Tnclosure in No. 97, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Grand Vizier. 
April 8, 1905. 
T HAVE the lionour to adidress you on certain points with reference to the rela= 
between our respective Governments on the Indian frontier, which formed the 
of our interview of the 21st March last 

‘Your Highness will recollect that the two principal questions which we discussed. 
‘on that occasion were— 

1, The Governorship of Seistan; and 

2, The disputed boundary in the neighbourhood of Mirjawar. 

‘These questions, affecting as they do the relations of Persia with India, are 
connected with one another, and may therefore be treated togetlier 





AAs regards the first of them, the Govenorship of Seistan, T impressed! on you the 
importance which His Majesty's Government has long attached to th ‘maintenance 
in that office of the Hashmat-ul-M ulk, both because his local influence ‘appeared to 
them a guarantee for the tranquillity of a frontier district in which India Ike special 

terests and because his removal, threatened by the Russian Consulate o1 ing to the 
action taken by him to suppress the anti-British disturbances of the stnmer of 1902, 
it be interpreted by the ignorant local population as implyine an unfriendly 
fecling on the part of the Persian Government towards oursely of 

Your High assured me, and I lost no time in transmitting this assurance to 
Lord Tansdowne, that any such interpretation of the action of the Persian Gorerge 
ment in the matter of ‘the Hashmat-ul- Mulk was. entirely mistaken. You added 
that Its Majesty the Shah was contemplating certain new arrangements for, the 
administration of Seistan which would prove entirely itisfactory to British 
intereats, but that there were certain objections to the continued sovernment ot 
that provings by the Hnshiat-ul-Mulk, whose capacities were not regarded as 
equal to such a position, On my suggesting that a solution mizht possibly be 
found hy bests n the Iinshm Mulk the government of Kain, where 
fordign political rivalries were less acute, and thus showing that it was not intended 
to punish hiny for the assistance render al moment to British interests, you 
observed that it was conten elsian from Khorssu 
and to irect dependence on ‘Ichran, leaving we 
broth Governor of Bi ind the son of 

“uleMulk as Deputy jor at Nisratabad. You assured me, how 
(vor, that subtler Governorship would he hestowed on the HashimateuleMulk, wo ac tg 
Tomove ull ilen that: lo had heen deprived of his late post because uf iis frigndlinos 
fo the British Consulate, and that if he was not given Seistan he would be ‘app 
to Mab which las tong heen lsld. by meabers.of his family, might, you 
regard it as a promise that he would get either Lvbas or Seistan 

Lond Lansdowne to whom I tolegraphod these assurances, and. who is, as your 
Witness is aware, deeply desirous of meeting as far as possible the views ant wohes 
of tho Porsion Governnient, lis now author 0 state that he will for the 
resent desist from further in itor of the Governorship of Seistan, 
‘Hho representations which L was ed to make to you on this subject were largely 
dictated hy concern tor the tranquillity of this important, provines, which apart from. 
its proximity to Lnulia, borders on Afghanistan, and in which any now trouble are ng 
gil) Hie Afalions may involve us tinder Artiele VIE of the "'reaty of 1557 with the late 
Shah Lt must therefore bo clearly understood by the Peri Gov mment which 
Has decided, notwithstanding our ‘friendly representations, to introduce portant 
tuloinisttative changes in Seistan, that the entire responsi ity must rest 
Hoy unto consequences sshieh may: result from these new array 
noshare in it can be assumed by His \ ity’s Ge nument 

With respect to the ME # Houndary, it may perhaps be useful that T should 
Yecapitulate as briefly as possible the main facts, with whieh your Highness told me 
‘nny Mntey r uniliary dating back, as they period anterior 
to your Pr 

x ‘Tho frontior between Pe nd India was fixed in 1896 by a Agreement, of 

Tox convenicnce, L append a enpy herewith, In 1901, Persian Cy stomis posts: 

eostablished at various poiits al that line, and M. Cesari, an officer of the 
Customs Verartinents was sont th open one at Mirjawar. ‘Che British. district ol 
110 Ht the frontier contended that the spot selected by M, Cesati was within 
Tudign, not Persian territory, on: the ground that the latter had mistaken the streams, 
or rather nulla, Haband: Mirjawar Rivers, and on the strength of this 
Contention, proceeded fo occupy the point in dispute himself, — His dgtiog ee 
jiuautliorizd by the Governmeat-of India, and in delerence to eotnplaints made tones 
here by the Persian Governn ent, he was ordered to withdraw to the opposite side of 
ii atrvam, shiels was. claimed by~ Persia as. the boundary, until sucht tite nara 
vestigation ou the spot should have shown whether his interpretation of the Boundary 
A\xecoment was in conformity, as he contended it. to be, with the intentions of the 
Comin Novelt the Hounitary was settled in 1806, and it was subsequently 

question should be examined alter the conclusion of his Seistan 

Ait by Colonel Mucinahon and a Persian Representative, whio would proomed 

Purpose to Mixjavear. | Meanwhile, the Persian Government have established a 
Customs post on the dissed round without waiting for the inquiry agreed tipon 

Mirjuwar is in itself a position of no importance to either Government. It 
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consists, T believe, of a small settlement of Beluch huts, often shifted by their owners; 
is not traversed by any important road, and has no trade, Its only value is that the 
villagers who cultivate its fields produce a yearly harvest, which, although it would be 
considered scanty in more favoured regions, inakes it, like other small villages on the 
Persian side of the frontier, a centre from whence supplies can be drawn. ‘The sur- 
rounding country on Hoth sides of the frontier line up to Kuh Malik Siah, where it 
terminates, is a torrid desert, so much so that at the time of the Agree: of 1896 
it was found both a useless labour and expens*, in view of the physical difficulties of 
demareation, to mark it out on the ground itself, with tie result that the correctness 
of the map annexed to, the Agreement is now doubiful, aud that a fresh survey and 
map may be necessary in order to bring it in harmony with the ms of the two 
Governments, ‘The Yeopening of the question of the ownership of Mixjawar, whieh 
is about 10 farsakhs south of Se ld most likely necessitate the postponement 
till next cold! weather of the despatch of Colonel Macmalion to the spot, as the heat 
id want of ssater ard supplies would render surveying operations there most difficult 
the Beluch summer whieh is now-close upon us, and might tus oblige. the British 
Boundary Commission, which hias already speut two years in. Seistan, to remain tlicro 
fora further perio’. This postponement of the Commissioner's departure froin the 
Persian fronticr would cause additional expense to the Government of India, and would 
probably uot be agreeable to His Majesty the Shah, who has soveral times intimated 
to me through your Highness his desire that Colon 1 Muemahon and the foree aecom- 
panying him should return to India as soon ay their arbitration work was comple 
Tt becom refor matter for consideration whether a further inquiry on the 
spot into the ownership of the contested land at Mirjaway is worth all the trouble and 
expenditure of money whieh it would entail on both the Governments concerned, 
solution of the question lind cecurred to me which T subiitted to. your 
tour interview on the 22nd ultimo, but whieh [ could not: thon propose 
ally as I could not sty how far it would be agreed to by my Governnnt. 
Tt was to the effect that wo should abandon any further discussion’ as to the own 
ship of 3 and tliat the Iand there now occupied by the Persians should le 
re in Kosian territory, whilst the Persiqn Government. should cuter 
ent with us for enabling our few outposts on the Gnglish side of the 
W Without restrictions, the supplies needed by them from the nearest 
es, and in the case of our post at Robat Killeh, which, as situated 
trule route, is a somewhat important ong, from Seistan its 
8s appeared to view this proposal with favour, or at least to deem it 
worthy of consideration, but asked for de is to the amount of supplies which wo 
proposed to export frou Scistan and Beluchistan for our outposts. ‘Chest details. 
promised to procitre for you as soon as I was able to ascertain from [lis Majesty's 
Government that they were prepared in principle to treat on this basis. 
Lord Lanstowne, haying now given me the necessary authority to do so, L write 
to inform your B ss that I should propose, in Hew of any, reop 
question of the frontier-lino— 
1, The grant of permission by the Porstan Government for the office 
ding the frontier post at Padaha on the English side of the so-called M 
{o obtain water on the Persian side, and for the outposts at Padali, Suindaly 
and other places on our side of the Tine, to obtain frecly and. without. restriction, 
Such supplies of grain and other neesatig se they procs: from the Porsiin 
Villages of Tadis, Mirjawar, Duzdab, and other small placos between Laudis and: Kul 
Malik Siah. 
‘The removal of the embargo on the export of grain from Soistan, ‘Tho 
hininum amount of supplies which is required every year for the wants of the 
utison and posts along the Quetta trade route, so long as Quetta is nol eonnected 
By allway wih the Pesan fontien fs 3600 Tate sine of grain por annum, 
and $0 or 100 kharwars of ghi, but the total abolition of the restrotion. would hg 
preferable to the fixing of any definite amount, ‘The only objegtion which could he 
made to this reiorm, namely, that itmight, if the harvest were not as good as usta, 
bea strain on the resourees of Scistan, is sufficiently refuted by the Tact that. th 
local Government alone have 14,000 kharwars of revenue grain per annum to dispose 
of, and often experience considerable difficulty in disposing’ of it, ‘ke Perian 
officials in Seistan have fre ‘adinitted to our officers the advisability of removing. 
this prohibition, whi ig the amount of grain which can le sold, limits the 
amount grown, and thus diminishes cultivati and with it also commerce and: the 
revenues of the State Tf, in connection with the settlement of Seistan and frontice 
ft 4 
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A third point which it would be desirable to adjust as part of a general sottle- 
ment of frontier affairs before the departure of His Ainjesty the Shah from Persia for 
Furope, is that of the right of foreigners to acquire real property in Seistan in the 
‘same way as in other provinves of Persia. This right has been restricted hy a recent 
proclamation of which we have reasonable grounds to complain. Tt appears to us 
that, whatever rights are allowed to Russian or Turkish s bjects in the provinces 
bordering upon their respective countries, for instance, Ghilan, Azarbajjan, Kur- 
distin, and Arsbistan, should be equally allowed to British subjects in Selstan and 
Beluchistan which border upon India, and that any attempt to deprive them of the 
‘quality of treatment which they enjoy under out Commercial ‘Treaty, on the ground 
Hat the land in Seistan, most of which is desert, belongs to the State, and not to 
private owners, may be justly objected to by His Majesty's Government as unfriendly. 
Whe n Government, which three years ago gave a Russian Road Company the 
he owners of lands of all description in Azarbaijan all along the 

and this notwithstanding the fact that such a procedure 

isnot authorized by the religious law, cannot justly refuse to Indian traders the right 
61 acquiring house property in Seistan for their business there. ‘The one is a border 

nice as well as the otlier, 

As it appears very desirable that an understanding on all these questions should 
bo come to before the Shah’s departia, which I learn unolicially is to take place in 
the couse of the present month, so that His Majesty may not be troubled 
his journey in. Europe by complications and difficulties on the 
would ask your Highness to xiv 
‘anil proposals: at your earli 
bo dispatched as soon ay possible to the Representatives on the spat of our respective 
Governments, 

Thave, be, 
Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 





No. 95. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansitow Received May 16.) 
(No. O11) 
My Lord, Tehran, April 18, 1905. 

TI’ will be within your Lordship’s recollection that the Persian Government pro- 
(ested last summer to the British and Russian Legations against the occupation. by 
‘Warkish troops of in the debateable zone between the Province of Kermanshah 
and the Vilayet of Baghdad, and that joint representations on the subject were made 
fo the Sublime Porte by the British and Russian Embassies at Constantinople. 

A porson, whi has just arrived fron , informs me that Daoud Khan, 
Hikani of the Kalhors, ‘whose i ing Mendoli of water, owing to the 
discontinuance of the presents formerly received by him from the Turkish authorities, 

mvoked this incident, has aunouneed’ that he means this spring to eject from Saumar 
tho tribesmon from the ‘Turkish side of the frontier, who settled there after. the with: 
druval of the Turkish troops, and once more to seize the water and prevent it from 
reaching Mondeli, When the Turks entered Saumar last year Daoud Khan was at 
feramahal and in his absenee his son was unable, without orders from him, to resist 
len; but if Daoud Khan, who can putt some 4,000 mounted tribesmen into the field, 
carries out his threat, there will be a fresh conflict, which will lead to a renewed 
demand by the Persian Government for our intervention, and it is as well therefore 
that your Lordship should be forewarned. 

Tam sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's Resitent at Baghdad, 

have, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





No, 99. 


Sir 4, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Reveived May 16.) 


fe en Tehran, April 18, 1905, 


ent a I am awaiting, before taking 

ie despatel froth your Lordehip of the 201k Morey 

referred {o in your telegram, No. 31 of the 30th ultimo, which, owing to the length of 
time taken by the messi since the Constantinople route has been resumed, has not 
yet reached ae 
chiens 's letter for his information to His Majesty's 


Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


Inclosure in No. 99. 


Mr, Parry to Sir A, Hardinge. 


Sir, Tehran, April 17, 1905, 
MY immediate departure for the road being necessary, I take. the liberty to write 
you the points I desired verbally to explain relating tothe Bakhtiari Road and the 
reports inde by Mr, Preec 
SEAN Ta Volimy namie ea iano er ean mal cle a 
onstrated by frequent complaints from muletoors and hy the eondition 
rive at Tsfaban ; and at an interviow Thad a day or two ago with 
firm promise from that gentleman that he would have 
them built, 
Trofrained from alluding to the arrangement made by Mi. Procee for the repairs 
and upkeep of the road, merely sta Tyvould endeavour to get my principals. to 
pt it, n order not to interfore with any diséussion between the Legation and the 
Chiefs on the subject, butT venture to hope that you will bo able to got them to confirm 
the promise made regarding the erection of moro earavanserais, when advising him of 
the conditional accoptance of the arrangement by Messrs, Lynch Brothers 
2. T desire to point ont a slight omission made in Mr, Proeco'y latter, No. 67 of the 
30th December, referring: ta the heavy. exponditune incurred: in 1904 for the work of 
painting, the bridjos. 
Desi iithas uteeereretcal scare dani lay ature bakilaniesdn earn die 
essary to paint the bridges in the hope that he could induce the Chiefs to 
the ropairs to the rol 
‘The impression conveyed 10 you on of any explanation of the cause 
of the extra expenditure incurred ih 1904, and the sense in which it has heen employed, 
rales 0 yericvay on he Rastern tal of Messrs, Lyne rather that take: the 
ht. 
T remain, &e, 
(Signed) ’F. PARRY, 





No. 100, 


Sir A. Hurdinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received May 16.) 


(No. 93) sy 
My:Tard: Tehran, April 18, 1903. 

" WITH reference to my despatch No. 61 of the 21st ultimo, inclosing-a translation 
of a note from the Mushired-Dowleh as to the strength of the force available 





for the Ferman Fermat's Luristan expedition, T have the honow to transmit 
erovith a copy of a despatch from Captain Williams ou the sume subject, and of miy 
reply. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "ARTHUR H. HARDING. 


ee 
Thelosure Lin No. 100, 


Captain Williams to Sir A. Hardinge, 


Burijird, sprit 4, 1905, 


{ HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your despatch dated. the 


21st March, with one inclosure, 
i jbresume the Mushir-ed-Dowleh means Khoremabad when he says «the 
ison of that plice consists of two re The facts sre, that 
in Khoreinabad there are (1) the h 
Reginient; (3) and perhaps 300 cavalry, 
2. As for Salar-i-Moaazem, he hus vanished in the direction of Arabistan, bat 
although he had two regiments, 600 cavalry, and two guns, le was afraid to go 
the Dire it by n route further west, 
Fevnan Bermal’s camp is. personal id odd batches of 
8 fron Kerman all perhaps 800 men, 
4, Tf you consider inn Gov ment cannot be forced to seud even 
MD then to overire tho section who are: inclined to save. themselves, it might ta 
iilvisablo to xet the Prime Minister to onter the Ferman Fermah to move apeleet the, 
Lanes immed ‘l the inevitable defeat would bring it home to the Persian 
Government th force here is insufficient, 


OF course, this involves sacrificing the has he would doubiless he 


dismissed after » On the other hand, although the Prime Minister would. 


make no diMvully about oudering hi aut nice (le is doing so now) T doubt 
whether his Highness would obey hi nity between these tivo is the great 
Anita Mock. | Hernan Reraial himself goys that the present object ts to wive hing 
Hieltate foree so chat he muy sulfor detent, and then they will send somerue with 
sullen force. to finish the business, nthe other man has suecceded, His 

ity tHe Shih, wi ility of the Ferman Fermab, and the 
i i probably lov everything. Cdn not think tho presont Prime Alinistes 
pill send suliient force as long as Korman Formal fy GovermamGeneeal, uno hee 


1 ke 
(Signed) T. SB. WILLIAMS, 


Tnelosine 2 in No. 100, 
Sir A. Haviinge to Captain Williams. 


Tehran, April 18, 1905, 
beth an Govertumnent fo sed the 500 men you mention in your 
despateh No, 24, hy it thot leek of tuiwls will make this v ry di ult unless we are 
able to get thi Satur-ieMonzzom lnck, Cah averse to any pollen wil asad injure 
the Ferman Bormath, 6 b 





No. 101, 


Siecle Havilinge to the Stucyuess of Lansdonne—{Recevved May 16.) 


tidential,) 
Tehrway April 18, 1005, 


hon yesterday: to sissiime the functions of Re 
Hop, whieh is at present by way of hein: 


Valinhd arvé 
Shab depaiture for f 


next month. ‘The journey vit Mesh a end lias been 
definitely abandoned as likely to be i jesty's health, and’ he now 
proposes to proceed to Contrexéville direct, vid Resht, Baku, Volochisk, and Auntitn 
eis, however, thought doubtful, for a vatiely of reasons, with whieli T noed not veary 
your Lordship, whether he will in the end go to Europe at all, and tho Grand V 
is still striving by all the means at his disposal to prevent the journey from takinyg 
place, alleging the disturbed state of Russia and the reported prevalence of ehiolern in 
that country. ‘The Mushired-Dowlch told we on the 15th instant that an official 
Programme of the tour would be communicated in a day or two to the Legatiots, but 
it still hangs fire, and tho Russian Minister complained vo me toxlay that, althiongh hin 
had been semi-officially: assured that the Shah would reach Russian. terviton 
tuonth, he was not yet in a position to make any authoritative statement, to his Govern 
nt, & state of things whieh, in view of the arrangements to be made for His Majesty's 


Dont on going, talks of nothing else, and will not listen 10 
the objections of the Grand Vizier, who is now in a state of intense invitation, and who 
realizes that if His Majesty pointed of his tour he will turn on and dismiss hin, 
whilst, if he gc ie Atabog in Europe, where his enemies in the Royal 

ite he fallen statesman to favour, ‘Tho Ain-ed-Dowlel dislikes th 

ides of leaving the Valiahd as. Regent, and, in order to protect. himself, is taking with 

Jhim on the journey a number of persons whoin he distrusts, and who will, he fears, if 

they: remain in Persia, intrigne against hin with His Duperial Higlnoss in’ his absence, 

Even so, ho posed to the dangur of their working for his overthrow 

in Europe, while the additional expense which their prosence will entail is a. further 

ise for anxiety. ‘The site which ecompany the Shab already numbers filty 

persons, inclusive of servants, and tes boing constantly added by Tis 

Majesty. 

The Shah has collected in none drawing on his privy purse 

‘apart for the purpose another 

Kind of insurance against disinissal, But, owing, 

already: At, the Budget of the State still 

ly M, Naus has liad to warn the Grand Vizier thit, 

i funds somewhere, lie may have to, stop payments, and for his 

Highuess to take the Sovereis tig alin Bit anton 

Regent, anpaid. troops, and discontented. priesthiood andl 

peopl, i a risk from which he uaturlly shnaks, Hones the ator ahi hen 

in before the Shah's departure enough money for the Government to be 

ried on during his absence, and which have formed the subject of + 
ddressed by me to your Lordship and to the 
The best solution would probably he 
of his offer to discount its an 


uch to the 
the intangi 
should lead the bank to liqui 
sugaested to M, Naus. the 
improbable hough it b 
advance out of Custon rom one 
point of view ik ntage of the \in-ed-Dowlch's presonit 
distress in ordor to drive a good political bargain with him, hut there is alwys the 
anger of Rassian competition, if the Russians get to know of our negotiations, andl 
tying him at the last moment by an offer of easier terms, am, therefore, 
ined to think that it might be more Prudent to assist hin in obtaining the advaneo 
Ihe has applied for on tho lines of his proposals to the Lnperial Bank. Ie wilt 
in, f he reunaing in office, for his Karun lount aud if he fall 
most certainly want money. It is, however, perhaps superfluous for 
Jongth the pros and cons of a question which will most likely have 
decided efore sour Lordship receives this despatch, and if 1 touch on them 
ly here it as a slightly fuller explanation of the yiew which T had the 
honour to iy telegram No, 52of to-day's date 
‘The doctors tell me that the waters ary areal necessity for the Shall; and muy 
keep hi ea few years longer. Dis as his reign has Deen, T am not sure 
that his death at this juneture and the of the Valialid in that Prince's present 
1533] x 





Russophiil mood! might not con: ter danger to British interests than the 
continuance of the present régime, which is, on the whole, not unfavourable to us 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDING. 





No. 102, 
Initia Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 17.) 


‘DHE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents jliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign AMuirs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrie 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Scerctary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the Lith May, relative to the Seistan Water Award. 
India Office, May V7, 1905. 
——— 
Tnelosure in No. 102, 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 
‘Tolegra i May 16, 1905. 
Mahon’s Water Award hay been accepted by the Amwer, with, the 

exception of clause 5, which provides for the appointment of an in 

Amoor asks for further details with regard to this polut, [hope be 

‘ygreo to the olausw when he roccives the particulars with which Lain furnishing him in 

ruply to his report, 
(opera to Fs Majonty's Minister ar Tehran) 





103, 
India Office to Koreign Office. (Received May 17.) 


DHE Undor-Seorotary: af Sta ts his compliments to the Under 
ry Of Suite for Foreign Mifaies, and, hy: diteetion of Mr tary Bronte 
ls herowith; for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of a telegram 

from the Viceroy, dated the 1th: instant, evkative to, the Persian loan proposals 


Inin Office, May Vi. 105, 
a 
Incleaure in No. 108 


‘averument of India co Mr. Brodrick 


May 16, 1905, 
SIAN loin, Your telegram of the Lth instant, 
enmnent of Indiv are opposed ty any. further advance Go 
ntl from Indian \witlont political conditions being attached thereto, 
(Repeated to His Majesty's Min ‘shran,) 





No. 101, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess ot Lansdowne. (Received May 17.) 
(No, 66.) , 
(Totegruphie) Tehran, May 17, 1903. 
I TRUSP your Loniship understands that advances without political conditions 


ture nol advocated by me. I merely regret that at ie present juncture, when it is 
impossible to negotiate potitieal conditions, the Bank should haye relused, on technical 
grounds, to tundertake an operation which at first it seemed to regard with fayourable 
eyes, 


(Repeated to Tnilia,) 





No, 103, 


Persian Transport Compiny to Foreign Office —(Received May 19.) 
Sir, }, Sulies's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, May 17, 1905, 

UHAVE the honour to acknowledye the receipt of your letters of the 13th ultimo 

id the 2nd instant on the subject of a new route between Dizful and Sullannbad by way 
of the upper course of the Diz River. 

Tregret the delay in replying to these communications due to Easter coming 
and the necessity of conferring both with General Sit Thomas Gordon and vith 
Mr. H.F.B, Lyneli, Neither of these gentlemen know the route which forms the 
subject of your communications. When Sir Thomas Gordon travelled from Burujird to 
Dizful in 180 in the company of the late Mr, MacQueen, engincer-in-chief of the 
‘Transport Company started by the Imperial Bank of Persia, inquity was made regarding 
all possible commmnications, but no mention was ever made of this route, Prind facie, 

would suppose that the Diz River, whieh is followed by this route, cuts transversely 
the north-west-south-east ridges of the Zagros Mountains by a succession of * tangs” or 
gorges, as is also the case ‘with the Upper Karan, The tendeney of the Zagros in to 
dip along a line drawn south-westwards from Khoremabad, and this circumstance 
would account for the fact that the ancient communications from the plains of Susiana. 
to the Persian Tableland passed in that direction, But eastwards of this line it hng 
always been supposed that the mountains are very high and almost impassable, in which 
case it would seareely he possible to find an easy trac} 

We are, however, sending eopies of your most interesting communications to. 01 
local agents at Tehran and Ahwaz, and fastructing: them to make all possible. inquiries 
concerning this route, We are also asking them to endeavour, when circumstances, 
shall permit of his departure, to send one of our engineers, if possible accompanied hy 
our road administrator, Mr. Charters, toa plaee called Razan, near the spot marked on 
your sketeh map Chalanchelin, ‘There he will be able to form a good iden of the 
hature of the country, and, should it look encouraging, he would make a plane-table 
survey of the route, “Both ‘ir. Charters and our engineer ate at present busily engayed, 
and we scarcely know when they would have an ocension to make the journey, Our 
object in sending Mr. Charters would be that, should the route prove impracticable, he 
and the engineer might trayel over the Khoremabad route, and endeavour to arrive at 
fan arrangement with the Laur tribes for the construction of a track neross thelr country, 
Mr. Charters ought, from his long knowledge of the people, to he able to initiate 
friendly relations with these @hiefs on the basis that they should receive an annual 
subsidy in return tor the policing of the road, Should this seem feasible, perhaps His 
Majesty’s Legation could kindly arrange for the party. to he aceompanied by one or two 
of their gholams, ‘The road vit Khoremabad would possess this advantage, that. wo 
should not be entirely depondent for both our roads upon the Bukhtiyaris, wo should 
h two strings to our bow. Ax a through communication between thi Karan and the 
cities om the Persian ‘Tableland, the Diztul-Sultanabad route, whether you take it vit 
Khoremabad or by the Diz River, does not offer muny advantages over the Abwar- 
[sfahan route already constructed, ‘The distance by the former route to ‘Tehran is nol 
much less than by the latter, Its principal merits are expected to be— 

1, ‘That it might prove an easier route in respect of physieal difficulties 

2) hat it would open up the. ferlte glows ‘agent Burujird and yorthe 
westwards ; and 

3, ‘That it would enlist the Keili Lurs in the service of commerce and render us not 
entirely dependent upon the Bakhtiyari, 

1 beg to return the sketch map which you so kindly sent us, of which I have taken 
the liberty of sending copies t» our local agents, 

T have, dw. 
(Signed) FRANK BOPLOMLEY, 
Secretary, 








No, 106, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received Muy 20.) 


THE Un eretary of State for India presents his complit its to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodri 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 1th instant, relative to the return to India of the Seistan 
Mission, 


Inilin Office, May 19, 1905, 


Tnclosure in No, 106. 


Government oF luda to Mr. Brodrick 
(Seeret.) 
(Peleseaphic,) 7 

STAN Missiow started back for India the 15th instant 





No, 107, 
Hacdlinge to the Muryuess of Lansdowne. —(Received May 


i G8. Confidential) 7 
Peloxraphic,) Ps Tehran, Muy 22, 1905. 
FOLLOWING sent to Tu M ; 
1 ama ‘told in confidence | “reign Minist «of his 
wl Rassian pressure, consente ov“ prov access 
flices for Russian: tolegnaphists, This, of course, tn 
(itional auevonder ow his part, made with av g that he will he well 
ive in Russia, Te yas admitted by the Foreign Minister iat the Pe 
ent could “not, aauder the ncos, refuse tis equal rights, andthe 
voision rests with sow as to whethor English telograplists should. be sent, an, if 
How many and howe soon. The best information on this list poiut can he obtained 
fromm Moshdl anil Svistans 





No. 108, 
Memarandn by Livwtenwit=Colonel Douglas, duted Muy 26, Vid. 


tion of thy outage on Livut Mi as given by 
tHe Forinan Korinaly ty Captain Wallianis will 
1, Ustionld: douby the Fath-osSultan lieing concerned in the attack, T do. not 
Kuovw him personilly, tit hie hig heen very friendly to hietenant Lorimer, had giv 
iui an escort Mironsh his tertitory: in the spring of hast year, and was, T belie, 
to Ton Triondly (ormis with us. This very. pro Melir Mi Khan, 
Anal tlie Boal Bi id in AH a 
ever of the non, me aptain Wiliams ae being of th 
Valie attack were with tw from (he commencement of the joiru 
Leorttin that at least one dr two of then aecorupanied Lientenant Lo 
his way: siovthwvards 
Bron all have heard sine the event, my impression is that all the Mirs ware 
Hishimons.as to the advisability OF estricting amore money: fr 
(ividled sis 10 The methiod of extraction. anid the anc 
The snore moderate among them wore, I think, disposed 
200 (omits, which. after nuieh jjegotiation, L offered the ras: the 
shronges inl eveutyally got the ippor, hand that His Majesty's 
Govurminent reoognizes the distrbility of increasing and aun = British influence 
in the soutbiavest conor of Perstay and nothing ean le 
this iis tlhe unvndy tribes of Latistan until they: are convinced Ut outrages, 
Sieh de shat pory otro on Lieutenant Lorimer aus) auysctf, will he followed. by severe 
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aid been possible to take advantage of the 
or, in their default, the Bakhtiaris or the 
‘Kuh, to thoroughly subjugate the strip of country which separates the 
territory of the two latter, we might then have een able to take some definite steps 
towards opening mp the important trade road between Khuramabad and Dizful, 
and establishing some system of road guards along it. Asit is, the incident has shown 
ty of entering in to any engagements with these tribes so long as the 
country remains in its present state, 
1 Uo not therefore consider the arrangement proposed by Captain Williams at all 
satisfactory, but under the circumstances, and in consideration of thé view 
d by Sir A. Hardinge in his despatch, it will probably he better to accept 
d, 1 think, take tho forin of promising immunity from punishuent to the meu 
y Captain Williams, only on condition that the remainder of the fonrteon 
men, whose names he has, are given up. I would, however, urge that if these men are 
‘heir punishinent should be exemplary, and that the prineipal offenders at 
thould be put to death. Nothing sliort of ‘this will, in my opition, restore ou 
L whieh as suffored severely from the perpetrators of ‘the outrage 
xl to go for so long unpunished, AS regards the fine proposed, 500 tomans 
pga a auraly oval sun ands about a tenth of the value ofthe things they took. 
A fine in rifles would be far more effective, It is. probable, however, that the Persian 
‘authorities may be trusted to extract from the tribe all that’ it is possible for thea. to 
Aol, and itis hardly necessary for us to amake any. stipulations on this point so long. is 
We hold the Central Governiient responsible for the repayment of the sum advanced 
by His Majesty's Gover mpensation for losses incurred by 
qed) J. \, DOUGLAS, Lieuenant-Colone!, 


Military Attiehe, Tehran, 
Mary 26, 1905, 





No. 109. 


Post Office to Foreign Office. (Received May 2.) 
Sin, General Past Office, May 20, 
WITH reforeuce ty your letters of the 20th March list and the 13th ult 
concerning the difficulties which have arisen with the Persian Customs auth 
with regard to the parcel mails for the ageucies maintained in and wear the Por 
Gulf by the Indian Post Office, 1 at directed hy the Postinaste to send 
herewith a copy ofa Report which, in accordance with the suggestion of tho Seere 
of State, the British Postinaster at Constantinople has been called upon to. furuish 
relative to the treatnient of parcel mails from: the United Kingdom, 

1 will be seen that parcels addressed to His Majesty's ships and to members of the 
British Embsssy and Consulate at Constantinople do not piss through thie Turkish 
eustom-house, Dut aro delivered directly to the addrossees. ‘This. practice was adopted 
with the knowledge of the Svoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whose concure ioe 
was conveyed to the Postmaster-General in a letter dated the Ist Muy, 18% 

Tam to add that the question of the treatment of parcel mails at, Constantinople 
was Drought again under the notice of the Secretary of State in 1901, in connection 
with the proposals which were then under consideration for negotiating’ a Comercial 
Treaty with Turkey, aud in the Post Offie letter of the 27th August, 1001, the Foreiga 
Office was asked to acquaint the Postmaster-Ceneral of the result of the uegotiatinne 
then in progress, so that steps might be taken accordingly. To this letton no repl 
Seems to have been received other than the Foreign Ofice letter of the 20th July, 198, 
which contained an amended draft of the Commercial Treaty vith ‘Turkey, sowing 
Article XI of the Treaty as reserving the rights already enjoyed by British Diplomatic 
and Consular Agents and by British ships of war stationed at Coustautiaeple, 


m, &e, 
(Sis f BUXTON FORMAN, 


———— 





Tuelosure | in No. 109. 
British Post Office, Constantineple, to General Past Ofpee, London. 


: Constantinople, April i 

TBRG leave to acknowledge the reccipt of your communication of the 7th instant, 

nid to submit, for the information of the Postmaster-General, the following particulars 

twspecting the delivery to the British Post Office, Constantinople, of pareel mails from 
the United Kingdom :— 

‘The sealed reeptacles (boxes or baskets) containing a parcel i ly 
Hrought ilirect from the steamer to this Office, without heing submitted to any check or 
control by the Ottoman customhouse, After each parcel has heen marked with its 
conseeutive number, a form, similar to the inelosed “ Modtle” 4, is addressed to the 

nstoms officer thereupon attends at the Office and transfers the 
parcels to his Administration, 

‘The dockets (Specimen A) are then issued to the public, and the responsibility of 
the Post Offi ee Ii the delivery of the custom-housé orders (**Modéle” 3) to the 
alld Fosse 

A parcel pened! until applied for at the enstonchouse hy the addressee, 
‘The Customs examination never tikes place in tho presence of an officer of this Ollice 

‘The procedure followed at the British Post Office with regard to the delivery of 
parcels to the Ottoman eustomn-honse is based upon the Parcel Post Agreement between 
Austria-Hungary and ‘Turkey, which appears to haye come into. operation on the 
Ist (1th) August, 1870. \ copy of that document, to which I have added a tow 
oxplanatory notes: in the margin,” will bo fon 

In February of 1897 the late Mr, Cobh vaignd th 
auldrossed fo Her Majesty's sty“ Motita,” thon at 
without the intervention of the custom-house 
Often, the: Postan 


Hie clivered: swithow 
Such “ privileged" parcels are entered hy 
Office of Digpiteh ona separate sheet of the parcel bill, in order that they may uot 
com tide the notieo of the Ciistoms officials 
Tam, & 
(Signed) FERGUSON, Postmuster. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 109. 


Hagtement pour les Objets passililes de Droits de Dowune arvieane pur la Boste Lopserite 
Royale Austra-Hougroise 


ARTICLE 16, 


colis (paquet out remis.A leony arrives au Préposé de In Douane Cési 
pr Gerit par cette: Adininistration, dé la manidre preserit + Les groupes 
wuriy’s par la méme voile seront retenns A la poste, et ne yourront Gtre remis aux 
estinataives qu’apres qe les formalités proserites par VAArticle 7 de ce Rixlement 
auront 6té remplies, 


ARTICLE 2. 


Les lettres contenant des correspondances, documents, papiers de commore 
papiers-monnaie, fonds publics, seront distribudes sans intervention du Px d 
Ja Dounnest Si, tontefois, une lettre ou dépiche parnissait contenir quelque objet de 


* Print as footnotes 
Tho Wiritish Poat Offo, Constantinople, does not undertake the transnission of artistes of value by 
groupes! (aaa) 
$ Thin procedure i followed at tlio Heitish Post Ofos, sith thy siference that the akdresee of ai 
ackot contaluing articles ck vale s give the option vt having it returned tw the sender f be objects « 
Siopatch to the Custonhouse, 


valeur queleonque, Voffice de 1a Poste In retiendrait, en donnant avis au destinataire, 
Celui-ci, pour Ia retirer, devrait so: soumetire aux formalites prescrites par Article 7 
du présent Reglement relatif aux groupes. 


‘ARTICLE 3, 


A Varrivée du courrier, soit par voie de terre, soit par yoie de mer, le Directeur 

de ta Poste fera dresser, en double copie, une liste de consignation (Moddle No. 1) 

ur les colis ot paquets qui, dapris l’Article 1", doivent ¢tre remis au Préposé de Ia 

jouane. Pour les groupes, tine note spécinle (Moddle No, 2)° sera dresséo et remise 
au Préposé, 


ARTICLE 4, 


Le Directeur de In Poste, aprés avoir signé Jes deux copies de la liste de con 
tion. en remettra Pane au Préposé de la Duane, accompagnée des objets y désignés, 
et gantera l'autre contresignée par co dernier comme recu constatant la consignation 
de ces objets Ala Douane, qui on assumera In responsabilité, 


ARTICLE 5, 


Les colis {aquets) ainsi remis  transportés 3 In Douane ne seront aéliveés au: 
destinataires que sur Vordre écrit (Modéle No. 8) an Directeur do la Posto, ow «uti 
pour Ini sera, 


ARTICLE 6. 


Le destinataire dim colis ow pay ant de ponvois emporter, sera tent ie 
Youvrir Iui-méme devant l’Administration do In Douane, soit’ pour payer les frais ile 
Douane sur les objets qui s'y trouveraient, soit pour prouver qu'il ne contient: mnown 
objet passible de ces droits, 


ARTIOLE 7, 


Le destinataire d'un groupe, pour pouvoir de rotive eye 
présenter Ia Donne avec to regu de Ja Poste, La Donane, apres y avoir 4ypo 
cachet, le fer accompagner Wan de ses omployés a Voflies de In Poste, en pr 
duquel dit groupe sera ouvert.* Dans le eas oi il ne contiendrait aucun obj 
passible des droits de donane, le destinataire sera autorisé A Pomp dans le ae 
contraire, il devra, accompagné de Lemployé, apporter les objets qui s'y trouvernient 
Ata Dounne, pour y acquitter les droits, 


ARTICLE 5, 


Le Directeur de Ja Poste avisera par éorit (Moddle 
Jo Directeur dela Douane. Ce dernier, ou qui pour Ini seri, mettra son rie sur le 
suslit avis, pour constater Pheure i laquelle il luraurait été présente 
La distribution des correspondinees, Sauf lis paquets (colis) aura lieu sans 
attendre Parrivée du Prépesé de la Douane. Celuicet dovra se trouver & hn Poste, an 
and, quatre heures aprs la_présentation de avis de 1a Poste au Directeur do ft 
i pour tn résenté /-ow lo lendemain, jusqu'i 
res du matin (he i présenté A la Douane Tapres-midi. 
Passe ee tomps, la Posto, sans le Préposé, procédera la distribution des 
colis (paquets), en doni ‘Miatement avis par éerit (Modble No. 5) A la Dounne 
de Vabsence de son Pr 


to the British Sa : previows page). 
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ARTICLE 9. 


Ce Réglement sera mis en vigueur tant A Constantinople que dans les autres 
villes de 'impire, of existe une Poste Austro-Hongroise, i dater du 1* (18) Aoi, 
1870. 


Modéle No. 1 


Taste: de Désignation des Colis et Paquets mentionnés A 'Article 1 du Réglement et arrivés par 
Te Courrier du 10. voie de terre [voie de mer} 





Numérvea/Ordre, | Cotisou Paguots, | Marwwen. | Aatones: Rensarques, 





Htocu los objets ci-domns spit 


Tee Prépwsé de ta Dowane, 


[NBo—Chin Form lias hoon miporsedod by the Ordinary Paree! Bill wupplied by the Dispatchi 
Oca) 


Moitéle No. 2 


LA Diredtion do ln Donna de Galuta oat pride de romettre an porteur de ta 
{iy tke Tiste do conuijenation ot date du 
Gallons 





Naininos Ore io Panuots. Remargues 


Le Directeur sles Poste 
Galata, 6 1M 


{Noth —A copy ot this Bor, terol to mvet tho roquiruments of the British Post Office, will bo 
Found annexed, marked 18") 
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Modite No. 3. 
Br) 
(Bureau de Poste Britannique, Constantinople) 
Ln Diroction de le Dousne de Galata, ent pride do romettre au porteur de la présente le 


posal désigné dans notre liste de consiguation en date. dy +190, 01 





Numéros d'Ordre. 








eae Tee Directeur du Bureav de Poste Britannujue 


Modéle No, 4. 


Ua Direction de In Donasie de Galata ext prévenio qu lo courrier do 


anjourd hui, Ie STR Canty tarry’ 


Ta Detar er 
Galata, ce +190 eee 


Vu, ce +190, heures di 


Te Directeur de tx Downe de Galata, 


Modéle No. 


Direction de la Douane do Galata est prévenne que son Prd tant pus 
+ 180 jusquta heures du i la Franque), te 


prcsout 
i i od Boren « 
lige de procéder itn distribution dow culls of paqueta arr 


Postes 
par le courrier du 


Le Directenr des Postes. 


lata, ce 
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Specimen (A). 


No.of List 
Date of Dispateh 


E @ Rk 


Date Stamp of PARCEL Post. 
Receiving Ofie, a 

Received of the lrithh Post Office an order ou the Imperial Ottoman Custom 

House forthe delivery of Parcel beating the number, markry 


| ant addons ns bet, 





Number, | Marks, 





Signature of the Ailremice 





a 
[N.—This Porn i to be signed anid returned to the British Vos Of 


G8 8676 [02M] 4000 rW)04 Sv, 





No. 110, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received May 31.) 


retary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seoretiry of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
froni the Viceroy, dated the 20th May, relative to the reported sale of Seistan Crown 
laud 


India Office, May 30, 1905. 


Tnclosure in No. 110, 
Government of India to Sir A, Hardinge. 


(elegraphiv.) P, ‘Tehran, May 29, 1905, 
PL er to the telegram of the 22nd May from Sykes, us to reported sale to 
Amin Laarb and Rais-lUajr of Seistan Crown lan - 
T should te glad to know if you have any confirmation of the report, 
ction swould pructically be fautainount to the whole of Seistan lands passing 
‘of Russians, and would actuilly be so if the purchase money is obtained on loan frou 
the Itnssian Bank, In either event, such violation of the spirit of the Atabe 
assurance of the Sth December, (01, would, for the strongest possible 
T vould invite your attention also to your telegram of the 
your despatch dated the Lath October, 1904. 
(Repeated to Secretary of State.) 
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No.1. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received May 31,) 


(No. 70.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. ‘ekran, May 31, 1905, 

FOLLOWING sent to India, No. 96, and repeated to Meshed :— 

Seistan Crowa lands. 

Your telegram of the 29th Mt 

All knowledge of the transaction is denied by Mushir-ed-Dowleh, who is convinced 
that there is no truth in the report, as the consent of the Persian Government would 
have had to be obtained to render such a sale valid. The Governor-Cenorl of 
Khorassan will be asked by telegraph whether any. plan of the Kinde been 
mooted, 





No, 112, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdotene.—(Received June 2.) 


(No.71,) 
(Telegraphic,) P, Tehran, June 2, 1905, 

TAM informed by the Hashmet-ul-Mfulk that the Seistan Governorship. has been 
given to him, but that he bas hopes of getting Kain, and prefers to await the Shah's 
return here, Kain, meanwhile, has been given to the lite Chief's helt and younger 
brother, Mahomed Ibrahim. As far as the Hashmet-ul-Mulk ig concerned, we tay 
regard future developments with comparative indifference, as we have discharged overs 
obligation to him by obtaining for him the appointment. to Seistan, 





No. 113 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received June 8.) 


(No. 72.) 
(Tolegraphic,) P. Tehran, June 8, 1905, 

FOLLOWING repeated to Inilia:— 

Serious bloodshed between Armenians and Mosloms has taken place at Nakhitchovan, 
and has spread to Julfa, which lies just across (he Russian froutior, Alarmist telogname 
4yom Tabreez have reac Valiah, from which it would soem probable that thit 
city may become involved in the disturbances, 





No. 114, 
Forcign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 8, 1005. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 11th ultimo, Tam directed by the Marques 
of Lansdowne to trinsmit to you herewith, to be laid beforo the Seeretary of Stato fo 
India, copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Minister at ‘Tehran,® rolative to, th 
ishivent of the Direkisand Laurs for the recent attack on Colonel Douglas anil 
nt Lorimer. 
1: will be obyorvd 
proposed hy Captain Wil 
ned 


cominends a settlement on the lines 

fhe Chief of the Fazil Khan section 
tril jesty’s Government will not press for the 
Mins associated with him if (1) they 

and (2) will pay a fine not exceeding 400 ton 

nge, an opportunity has been taken of cousultin: 
and a copy of that officer's observations is also 


Tord Lansdowne proposes, if Mr. Brodrick concurs, to authorize Sir A, Hardinge 


# No, 9. + Ne 108, 
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to agroe to the arrangement suggested by Captain Williams, on the understanding that 
the son of Mir Namdar and the other principal culprits shall, when surrendered, bo 
subjected to exemplary punishment. i 
i tdecatip tela atte samme te, inform Sir A. Harlinge of Colonel Douglas’ 
Suggestion regarding a fine in rifles instead of in money. sy 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EB. GORST. 





No. 115. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


7 Foreign Office, June 8, 1905. 

WIHT roforence to my lotters of the 20th March and 13th April last, Iam directed 
by the Marquess of Lansdosrne to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from the 
Gonoral Post Office on the subject of the treatment, of the mail bags of the British Post 
Office at Bushire by the Persian Customs authorities,® ; 

Lord Lansdowne would propose, if the Secretary of State for India concurs, to 
‘tuthorizo Sir A. Hardingo to conclude an arrangemont with the Persian Government on 
tho lines of tho procedure followed in regard to parcel mails from the U 
arriving at Constantinople, 

AS rogarils the question of pressing for an apology from the Pei 
Officials (Feforred to in Sir A. Hardingo’s despatch No. 21 of the th. Feb 
Lordship would suggest, for Mr, Broilrick’s consideration, that Sir A, Hardin, 
bo allowed to use his diseretion in the matter. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "-B. GoRsT, 





No. 116, 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received June 5.) 


No, 97, 
ie i q Tehran, Aprit 27, 1905, 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Nast-ul-Mulk arrived hore on the 24th instant 
from Kurdistan and procooited di s Hew: 
teouived by His Majesty, who ished hin 
Hurope, and would, ou his r0 

Teallod yostertay-on tho Ni we were both 
ident Osford, « circumstance W todo with 
is exile to Kurdistan sinmnltancously with my first 
Ministos, tho Atubog-i-Azam probably suspecting th, 
to against himself, Ulis xeelloney’ spoke very openly about the set a 
the intrigues, which unhappily: make up the life of this Court, but his own arrival. in 
‘Tohran was too recent, and he ad as yet seen too few people for him to form any 
opinion worth reporting. aks > 

It is generally believed here at on the Shah's return he will be given the 

inauce oF of Forvign Affairs, and his appointment to an influential 

position in the Government would be advantageous both to Persian and British 
Interests. He is oue of the fow surviving representatives of the progressive and 
eulightenod view of the late Amin-el-Dowloh, and Tike the latter, possesses the rare 
qualities of integrity, and genuine patriotism, M. Naus, though ho considered him 
timid lncking: in initiative, and ctical politician, once observed to m 
svus the only Persian statesin i 
honest, 


(Signed) "ARTHUR H, HARDIN 
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No. 117. 


Sir 4. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June b,) 


(No. 99.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 10, 1905. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, in continuation of ‘my despatch 
No, 96 of the 18th ultimo— 


1. A translation of a Circular addressed by the Persian Government to the 
foreign Legations, in which it notifles to them the Shah's impending departure for 
Enrope; and 

2. A list of thie suite accompanying His Imperial Majesty.° 


This latter, as your Lontship will observe, is vory lango, the Ain-ed-Dowlel having 
taken with him several persons, unfriendly to his Government, of whose intrigues 
in his absonce from ‘Tehran he i aftaide and how het oy ‘ep under his 
own immediate supervision. ‘The result’ is somewhat like that which would. he 
produced if an European Premier, obliged to attond his Sovereign abroal, woro to 
Haat, O1 also attaching to the party the chief leaders of the Parliamentary Oppoe 

on. 

With, a Fiow fo reducing the expenses of the tour the Grand Vizier ns, by 
M, Naus! advice, entered into negotiations with Messrs. Cook and Sons” On 
Previous Royal journeys, managed by the Atabogi-Azam, the public. ‘Treasury 
sullered more from the unscrupulous deprodations of tho. onurtions! than from the 
Sliah's own personal extravagance, ‘hey were quick to discover that, in Kuropo a 
hotel proprictor would pay, porter to pay, cash for parcels delivered or 
lett at tho hotel “eoisde™ "Tastont, therefore, of paying for their own purchases, 
whether of clothes, jewellery, wines, or other articles, they got tho proprietar or hotel 
porter to do this for them, and then induced him to enter the amounts so paid on the 

iah’s bill under the head of objets payés pour lo compte do Sa Majestél" Messrs, 
Gook’s agent, who is, T hear, to meet tho Court at Baku, will now by inteusted with 
tho duty of protecting the Persian Exchequer against those dishonest: mancouyees, vit 
of denouncing any dig attempting them to the vengeanes of the Ain-ed- 
Dowleh, But with so large and unmanageable a suite ns the Shalt ts taking, te will 

possible, notwithstanding the utmost vigilance, to prevent. a good ileal. of 
robbery, or to keop tl expouditure on the journey within the Mints whieh due road 
for the present critical state of the national finances slioutd preserihi, 

About 100,000, have been collected for the tour. Of this auionnt 60,000% have, 
T understand, been drawn from the Anderoon f privy purse, asa loan from the 
Shah to the Treas pis, whilst the remaining 10,0001, 
are provi a sil Dy the Grand Viier himself, in 
the form of an advaneo nominally made by Persian merchants at 16 per cent., and 
guaranteed by, various public revenues. “A wealthy Persian man of business the 
Amin-es Zarb, has also Yen commanded to accompany the Court, unil the compan 
is said to have been followed! by an ominous hint that his father tabbed the state ty 
the tune of about 200,0001, and that a * benevoleneo,” to uso the euphemisi employed 
by our own meiiseval Kings, is now expected of him, It is thought that lp may 
Pay a large sum down in onder to escape the greater dangors to whieh the ‘honour ey 
attending his Sovereign to Europe iiay, beforo the tour iy over, expose hie: pi 
These various ingenious expedients have enabled the Shah to. make al start, aul 
Majesty quitted Tehran at 9 A. on Sunday, the 7th instant, travelling overland. by 
slow stages vit Resht to Raku, 

On the previous ‘Tuestay, the 2nd instant, the Shah held a farewell leede at 
Paglii-Shab, gordon just outside tho city gates, at which the Diplomatie. ody 

had the Honour of bidding him good-bye.” An alsurd incitent, wlohe ta only 
happeu in this country, marked the ceremony, ‘Tho Froneh Changs d'Aftaires hed 
presented a claim for long overdue arrears of pay to certain French “ohantteurs” 
employed on His Majesty's motor ears, but the claim encountered tlie. saime passive 
esistanee a8 is constantly opposed to those preferred by all otlier foreign Legatiovs 
on behalf of their countrymen in Persia, Count d'Apehice therefore inforacal the 
Mushirved-Dowleh that unless it was setiled before te leeds he. would. publicly 
* demand justice of the Shab in the presenes of the assembled foreign Ministory Te. 


© Not printed, 


f 2A 
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threat proved effective, and before His Majesty entered the tent in which we were 
awaiting him the French Chargé d’'Affaires was summoned to a private audience, and 
a pledge was given him that the moncy would be paid at once. 

After tho leode the Shah was graciously pleased to receive me in a separate 
pavilion, and I had the honour of Some private conversation with His Imperial 
Majesty, I Nad not seen him to speak to for some time, and I thought him looking 
very aged and haggard (he was unshaven, and has of late lost most of his teeth), 
but his spirits were excellent; he replied to my Persian compliments-in French, a 
sure sign of good humour, and chatted very cheerily about his journey, which is now 
his one absorbing preoccupation. He told’ me that he should probably visit Denmark 
and Sweden, not, however, officially (though I haye since heard that there isa 
question of his being invited by those Qourts), but. that the details of his progeamme 
wore not as yet absolutely settled. Ie is to have an official isetat in Russia, 
my Russian colleague being most anxious to gain influence here for his Government 
hy having him welcomed on Russian territory with much ¢clat, and is to be the 
guest for three days at Vienna of Ilis Aneel the ‘Emperor of Austria. This last 
arrangement T suspect to be due to the efforts of the Persian Minister at the Austrian 
Lourt, who lately married the daughter of the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, and probably oes 
in ita means of obtaining high Austrian decorations for his father-in-law and hime 
olf, Ie is to pay a second official visit to ‘The Hague, and has been asked to ho the 
uost at Paris of the Fronch Government, whioso invitation, however, he has not yet 
Accepted. ‘Thore iy also talk of his going to the Litge Exhibition, and to the Regetta 
(“Semaine Nautiquo”) to be held at the end of July at Hav1 

‘The Valiahd, who « here on the 17th ultimo, and to whom the Foreign 
Ministors had the honour of paying their respects a few days later, hus now formally 
assuined the Regency, and has already, by a few acts of vigour, inspired a whole. 
some terror in the minds of the poptlation of Tehran, He began by sending for a 
list of all the conviets in the gaol, and finding among thom a murlerer awho had 
somo time ago Killed a priest in the Province of Irak, hind his throat cut in the 
principal public square, A threat that te would deal in the same drastic manner 
with the butchers and bakery of the metropolis has produced an immediate fall 
the price of brend and meat, and several’ more executions of criminals have beon 
onlered, to show that the Regent will stand no nonsense, A Cossack in tho employ of 
the Russian Bank, who comm) murder when drunk ina brothel, but who, 
although believed i runs-Caueasia, was abandoned by the Russian 
Hegation to Persian justice, is, 1 hear, to be blown from a gun. 

‘tho day bofore the Shal’s departure from Teliran, the Valialid gave a Tu 
{it Tis Majesty's Nonour, of which over 1,000 guests partook, the etiqu 
Tiny that “ow suck ocedsions all persons belonging to the Persian aristosmey, 
or who are, as the Germans may attend without an invita 
tion, ‘he Shah made a pub lnration that he had for this journey not cone 
tracted any foroign loan, M. Naws, who was one of tle Ministers present, 

weived fiom His Majesty a sword of honour studded with diamonds, a anark uf 
huyour which nppears to have given much olfence to the leaders of the recent agitation 
waist him, 

Thiave, &e, 
Gigned) "ARTHUR IL TARDINGE, 


Thelosnre in No 117. 


Memorandum. 
(fteanslation,) 

J HAVE the honour to state, for the information of Tis Majesty’ Legation, 
thatthe Imperial Court will leave ‘Tehran on the 7th May, and will ones the 
Persian frontior at Astara about the th June, and a list of tis "s snite will 
ho subsequently forwarded to you, Tis Majesty will proceed throw 
Austria direct to Controxevi 

igned) Mushired Dowleh. 
Foreign Office, Tehran, April 27, 1905, 
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No. 118, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received June 5.) 


(No. 100. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 12, 1906. 

ID may be convenient that I should submit to your Loniship as briefly as possible 
‘ connected account of the recent efforts made by the Persian’ Government to obtain. 
further financial assistance from British and Russian sources, 

After the rejection by your Lordship of the proposals made to you in December 
last through Mr, Grant, Duff for an advanco, Feally intended to cove the expenses 
incidental on the Shah’s journey, and the subsequent failure of the Arfu-ed-Dowleh to 
obtain a loan from Russia, save on unacceptable political conditions, the Ain-e Dowleh 
seoms to have realized that. he must provide funds for the Royal tour out of internal 
Tesourees, and he has dono so in the manner described in my despatch No. 99 of the 
20th instant, But the diminution of the customs receipts owing to the elfect of the 
war on Russian trade—a contingency on which he had not counted—left him still faco 
fo face with a deficit on this year’s Budget of about. 200,000L, represonting the debts 
‘on account current” contracted by his predecessor, and M, Naus pointed out to him 
that he onglit to leave the Regent at least half this sum in hand, in order to provide 
for the needs of the Administration, not to speak of unforescon eventualitis, du 
the absenco of the Sha in Enrope, “M. Naus proposed to procire this sum by & 
discount of the annual royalty of 4,000/, a-year due to tho Persian Government by the 
Imperial Bank, and the Directors were invited on tho 9th ultimo to sanction this 
operation, which the Persian Government contended was not an adyanee or loan in the 
ordinary sense of the term, and was therefore not barred by the concession, ‘Pho sum 
asked for was 150,000, at 8 per cent. an arrangoment which, from a finanefal point 
of view, sras an advantageous ono to tite Imperial Bank of Persin, since the advence 
was really a gold Joan and the Bank hind the money at its disposal 

‘The first reply of the Directors was encouraging. ‘They said that thoy wore 
considering the proposal favourably, and thoy dropped no hint of legal dilfealtice, 
Their next message, a few days later, was: “Lock up undesirable, but weare consulting 
the Foreign OMe.” ‘hese replies were communicated to me dndor tlio seal of the 
strietest confidence by the chief minnzer her, who was aware that his prineipaly wore 
discussing the matter with your Lordship, 10, however, merely told -M. Naue thet 
his proposal was under consideration, and that: hio hoped for an early decision, Soon 
afterwards, under instructions of private and confidential charactor trom his Board, 
he sounded M. Naus as to the possibility of a somewhat higher rato of interésh, ant of 
the assignation of a tangible ulterior giarantes, M, Naus demurred to the forinop 
suggestion, but offered to mect the latter by an to ropay the advance out 
of euistoms revenue, should the Bank liquidate, owing to any uuforeseon entses, bef 
the expiration of the term over ‘h repayment was to be spread, It was not until 
the Ist instant that the Dircctors first informed the Persian Government that they 
Were precluded by the terms of their concession from ageopting. the proposal nit 
to them, 

Lt would obviously havo been very imprudent of me, while these negotiations were 
in progress, to have volunteered an olfer of a Government advance, subject to conditions 
as to the Ahwaz dam or preferential rights in Southern Persia, Such a step would 
have suggested the idea, which has, notwithstanding my reserved attitude, alten, 
entered the suspicious minds of the Persian Ministers, that your Lordship was 
discouraging the Bank from accepting their proposal with a view to forcing on then 
political loan, | Accordingly, when T suv the Grand Visior on the 4th instant, and 
he complained to me of the unfriendly attitude of the Imperial Bunk, L observed thee 
F much regretted that, the negotintion had buen shipwrecked on a” legal. rock, and 
added with perfect truth that I hal spontaneously reported to your Lorishiyy thon 
You were not concerned in the alfair, that the artangement would in iy opinion boa 
Yery advantageous one, if only the undoubted legal obstacles could in’ some w: or 
other he turned. I'went on to say that, as svon as 1 had learnt that this ws 
impossible, { had requested authority from you to place a part or the whole of the 
money asked for by him for the Ahwaz dan atthe Aisposal of the Persian Govern. 
ment, and that 1 was now empowered to offer him 100, 0001, which could probably 
be increased, on the sole condition that the proposed irrigation works on the k 
Should be placed under British control, His Ligtness said this was a very 
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condition ; that if a large sum such as 00,0001. or 500,001. were advanced by us for 
these works, it might be reasonable to insert a clause stipulating that they should be 
executed with our approval or in such a manner as to give satisfaction to the British 
Government (‘bé rizayati doulati inglis”), though he cautiously remarked that in 
making this suggestion he was speaking unoficially, so that I must not attach too 
much weight toit, But both such a stipulation or one based on another sugzestion 
T had thrown out. on an. earlier occasion—namely, an engagement to prohibit all 
forcign concessions in Southern Persia—would require very careful treatment, and 
whilst both might bo usefully discussed with a view toa larger loan after the Shah's 
return from Europe, they could hardly be embodied in an agreement for a small 
advance, to be concluded within the next two. days. I had always, he reminded me, 
been careful to impress on him that your Lordship could give no pledge that we should 
providle funds for the Aliwaz dam or should view the project with favour. All he 
now wanted was quite a small sum—between 50,000/. and 100,0001,—to keep the 
Government going during his absence, Could not your Lordship prove your friendship 
by persuading the Imperial Bank to oblige him to this trifling extent ? 

‘To this I answered that, with the best will in the world, the British Government 
Could not prevail on a private bank to agree toa transaction which they had heen 
‘warned was one of doubtful legality, and that the condition I was asking was more 
hominal than weal, since in practice th Ahwaz dam could only be constructed with 
our approval. No Dutch or Belgion Syndicate would invest money in such an 
enterprise with the knowledge that the natives might be hostile and that the foreign 
Power whose influence and intoresty wore paramount in Southern Persia was opposed 
to it, ‘This last remark seemed to impress hi after a few minutes’ silence he parried 
it with (he rojoindor that, if the condition was more nominal than real. we need not 
Jay much stress upon it, but he ended by saying that he would sul 
the Sha, Ho added that his “other friend” (my Russian colleague prepared to 
fini hin money on easier terms, but he would prefer not to add, if he could help it, to 
the amount of Persia's debt to Russia, Tn. this he was perhaps not entirely insiice 
as Hie doubtless understands what 2 handle a fresh Russian loan would give his 
onemie: 

g his Iighness T had somo talk with M, Naus on the same subject. I 
ell tot repeat our conversation, which traversed similar ground. M. Naus was, 
however, moro favourably disposed than tle Ain-ed-Dowleh ; discussed the best method 
for overcoming the objections which the Shah was sure to make to any apparent: 
limitation of his sovereign i ly admitted that the approval of Great 
Britain was indispensable to the y Karun scheme, He told me that he 
believed the funds could be found in Belgiuns that financier with whom i 
acquainted—a M, van Korkhoyen—had sounded him when he was last at Brassels 
about milways and public works in Persia; that they lad talked over the Aluwaz dam. 
project, and ud both agreed that British co-operation would be essential. I have 
very little doubt that a Dutch-Belgian project is in the air, as the result of Herr yan 
Roggon's suggestions, and that this was what the Ain-ed-Dowleh had in mind when 
ho told mo some time ago that “others, not Russians,” would furnish the funds 
requited if we should refuse to do so 

With regard to a loan from Russia, Mf, Naus confirmed the information already 
in, my possession that ML do Speyer hid recommend to his Government that 
small advanes, say, 200,000, should bo made. without. eonditions to, the, Persian 
Government, as a moans of recovering the ground which Tussin lad lately lost by an 
investment which would be both safe and politically judicious, but his’ Excellenc 
seomed rather to doubt this view being shared by the Director of the Russian Ban! 
or his superiors in the Russian Ministry of Finiance. Only very indirect overtures 
indy he said, of late been made to the Russians by the Ain-ed-Dowleh. His 
Highness liad sont his Private Secretary to suggest to M. Grube that the offer of an 
adyaiee without political conditions would: greatly strengthen the friendship between 
the Persian and Russian Goyerntnents, but when M. Grube inquired whether this 
message was to be regarded as an ollicial communication from tle Grand Vizier, the 
Secretary beat a hasty retreat and said he had no instructions to make it. The 
Russian Bank Mnnager drily remarked that he could not treat this gentleman's 
private opinions as the hasis for a negotiation between his Government and tliat of 
D M, Naus mentioned that MG Grube tad just seen the Grand Vizier and was 
to call on himself the next day, The object of his visit was, L suspect, the sottle- 
mont of the floating dobt, whieh the Russians have agreed to defer, 

No further communications were received by mo from the Persian Government 
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between the interviews above recorded and the Shah's departure on the 7th instant, 
find on the Sth instant a rumour reached me from various quarters that His Majesty, 
had obtained an advance from Russia, I accordingly dispatched Abbas Kuli iKhay 
to the Royal camp at Kerej, 24 miles out of Tehran, with the letter to the Grand 
{izier, of which I transmit a copy, and to which I have received 

His Highness added verbal assuran: 

me, before going to the Russi 

sum he wanted from English 


It is perhaps a pity, if the Bank was not disposed to meot their views, that it did 
not say so plainly a month or three weeks ago, ‘The ground would then have beon 
cleared for an application to me by the Grand Vitier, and. the necossary time seoured 
for negotiation, But now that the Shah and “Ain-el-Dowleh ate lialt way to 
Rest, and ean only be communicated with, in the absence of tolographic. {acilities, 
with great ditficulty, any such negotiation, which, in otiler to succeed, must in the 
earlior stages be verbal and confidential, is scarcely feasible. I cannot but fear that 
the net result will bo that both the Bank loan and ours will fall through, and. that 
some arrangement may be come to in Europe with the Russians, which shall not 
be able to check, and which, though perhaps not immediately or actually dangerous, 
may entail rogretiable consequences 
AL. Grube, as T telegraphed to your Lordship on the 10th instant, lott for Busope 
on the same day as the Shah, He gives out that he is going not to. Russia, but fora 
complete rest to Austria, and thence to waters in Weatem Burope, I’ have very 
little doubt, from what I hear, that he will practically keep close to the Persian Court, 
2 he was always with them; he was stopping at the same hotel as tho Shah at 
Ostend, when T went there by Your Lonlship's orders to arrange the details of His 
Majesty's recoption in England, and ho erossed to London a few hours after the 
Persians, remaining there throughout their visit. ‘Though the Ain-ed-Dowleh, whose 
Policy, as M.Naus observes, is that of the ostrich, lias told his Bxcelleney to, find 
as best ho can, it is almost certain that before the tout’ is over thers will bo 
need for the immediate provision of 100,000, or 150,001, to meet urgent requirements 
ere, and should such an emersency arise, M. Grube may, by being close ab hand, 
Secure a position of some advantage, If the Shah were wise he would foresee thie 
and try and settlo the matter beforehand; but, as usual, he and hia Ministers eo. on 
living from hand to mouth, and trusting to the chapter of accidents ‘They will uot 
Tealiso the danger of a succession of apparently small Russian advances “on avcount 
current,” which have eventually to be consolidated, as in 1902, into w regular 
political loan, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) "ARTHUR 1. HARDINGE 


Inclosure 1 in No. 118, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Ain-ed-Dowleh. 


‘Tehran, May 8, 1901 
TD is rumoured iat during the last two or three days the Persian Government 
have made a loan from Russia, and although L do not Delieve it, and have not as 
yet informed my Government of the report, Lam sending Abbas Kuli Klan to your 
Highness to make inquiries on the subject, and I have the honour to request that 
[1552] 2B 








OL 
your Highness would be good enough to give me both a written and verbal reply 
on tho point, in order that I should know to what extent the rumour is founded. 
T avail, &e. Ae 
(Signed) "ARTHUR 1. HARDINGE, 
Inclosure 2 in No, 118, 
‘The Ain-ed-Dowleh (0 Sir A, Harilinge, 


(Private,) Kerg, May 9, 1905. 


THWAVE received your Excelloney's note through Abbas Kuli Khan, who also” 


(lelivered yous verbal messages to me. As you are aware, the rumours in question 
have no foundation, and no such steps have been taken, Your: Excellency teils me 
that you do not believe tho reports, and I myself am surprised that such unfounded 
rumours should haye got about. 

Tn saying gooil-bye to your Exeolleney T request that you will always inform me 
of your good health, 

Tavail, &o, 
Sealed)" Ain.ed-Dowleh, 


ae 
Inclosure 8 in No, 118. 


Sir A. Hardinge to M. Naus. 

(Confidentiolto,) 
‘Mon cher Ministro, ‘Teheran, le B Mai, 1905. 

AE référant \ notre conversation dior soir, au cours de laquelle vous avez 
exprimé Tavis que la proposition de confer Le projet du barrage d'Ahwaz a dex 
Personnes approuyées par le Gouvernoment de Sa Majesté Britannique vous sembluit 
Faldo et do nature A rencontrer de opposition de la part du Scliah, je m’empresse de 
Yous rappeler que ion, loin Wétre nouvelle, nous a ét6 faite, ou en tout 
eas suggér6o, par des pourparlers du mois d’Aodt dernier, Je n'étais 
point shh venir A ce sujet était exact, mais je viens de réexaminer 
© dossier, of iy trouve quo, dans une lettre officiouse dit 49 Addit, vous me proposies 
commd condition de Vavance que Vemploi des fonds sorait 
To vous cito toxtuellement ce qie vous m’éerivites A ce sujet s— 


“Ensuite il pourrait dtre négocié séparément pour une avanco des 

travaux d’Aliwaz, Your autant que, comme je le pense, I'Imporial Ban 

Haitleur de fonds apprdciont qu'il ext do leur fatédt do voir about pri 
qui aturait pour résultat de plicer un grenier dabondance dans le ‘oisinage immédiat 
Ho Unde Anglaise, Peut-dtre se contenterait-on pour garantie de lavance que 
Pomploi des fonds avaneds se sous Ie contidle d'un, ingénieur de la Banque 
01 que cette dornidre aurait p sur le produit net des récoltes, jusqu’au complet 
remboursement de ses avancos,” 


Val envoys copie de cette lettre A mon Gouvernement, ot celui-ci sera, jo crois 


assez aurpris dapprendie qu'une proposition faite par lai dans cot ordre d'idées 
trouvée excessive par le Gouvernement Persan, 

Je vous serais fort reeonnnissant si vous vontien hien parler au Sade Azam cot 
aprismidi de In ques Xportation Wes grains. Vous tiv, si je yous ai bien 
compris, @aceord avee moi pour penser que Te chiffre de 2,000 klarwars. par an ne 
pouvait certainement point dtre considéré comme dangereux pour Valimentation 
publique, et quo Ia vento des céréales par les habitants des villages-frontiores du 
éloutehistan, lesquels n'exportent pas do grains aux autres provinces do la Perse, 
ux quelques postes-frontidres du edté Indien de la ligne, pouvait étre autorisée sang 
danger, 

2 Agréez, 

(Signé) ARTHUR H, TARDINGE, 
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Inclosare 4 in No, 118, 


M. Naus to Sir A, Hardinge, 


Mon cher Ministre, Téhéran, le Mai, 1905. 
JE mYexcuse de ne pas avoir répondu plus tot & votre note du 5 de eo mois, La 
cause en est l'exets de mes occupations Yoocasion du départ de Sa Majesté, 
Je tens 4 acter que notre conversation était absolument particulidre ct que, 
comme je V'ai dit, je n’avais pas mission de traiter de Vaifaire d’Ah Waa, 
Diautro part, si mes souvenirs sont exa 
au Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britanni 
concessionnaires auxquels les travaux d 
Crest sur ce point que, dans notre conversation 
personnelle d'ailleurs, que vraisemblablement 
condition excessive, puisqu’en somme 
concessionaire pour le réserver indi 
Je m’étonne 
écrit antérieurem 


Azan do la question des 


exportations your qu'il yous soit donné 


satisfaction, 
Veuillez, &e, 
(Sign) J, NAUS, 





No, 119, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansilowne,—(Reerived June 6.) 


(No. 101. Confidential) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 12, 1905, 

T HAVE the honour to report, in con my dospateh No, 40, Con: 
fidential, of the 28h Februnry last week of April the. prineipal 
me ir offices and shops and proceeded in a ody to. the 
Shrine of Shababtulaziin aa a protest ayuinat the yexatious and unjust. meanor, ie 
Which they declared they wero treated by ML Nous’ Custona Administration 
Their complaints appeared to be very similar to those of tho Tabrocz merchants, 
who, as reported in my despatch No, 6, Commorcial of tho 1st February, anado a domo 

he sume nature against the Customs Department about three montha ago. 

Following 50. closely upon. the ¢ tation against M, Naus, the move 
yas attributed by many well-informed persous to the pol 
Vizier, who, it was thought, by: embarrassing 
on the eve of the Shah's proposed de} 
fall, nnd there seems no doubt that 
the’ Opposition parties. M. Naus his 
in, tho agitati saul-ei-Dowleh, and that Minis 

ig the cause of the trouble Ly the Shah, He replied that 
not desire a Minister of Commieree who would tell hin # 
grievances of the Porsian merchants to 

The merchants rinained 

removal of M. Nati 


profits whi 
ent u representative to His Majes 
telegrams, reporting the stops taken by them, to be i 
telegraph wires to Tsfaban, Shiraz, and Bushi 
behalf, the Petition against M. Naus, of wh 
tion herewith, I need hardly add that I deslined to discuss either proposal 
The Shab, fearing that his intended journey to Europe might bo. indefinitely 
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postponed if an understanding was not speedily come to with the merchants, who had 
thiigel all the drapor to elose thai ahops the baseans, deputed a number of courtiers, 
and subsequently the Grand Vizier himself, to negotiate with them, but their 
endeavours wore unsticcessful, and it was only after the Valiahd had guaranteed that 
Justice would be done to their cause that they consented to attend an inquiry which 
was held a few days ago by the Saad-el-Dowleh as Minister of Commerce. Tt was 
decided at this mecting that any overcharge of oustoms duty which could be proved by 
the merchants would bi refunded. to thes, and. in, onder to ‘avoid the recurrence of 
similar incidents, it wus agreed that Delegates should be appointed by the Goyerament 
to all the frontier customs stations in order to supervise the application of the Customs 
Regulations, and to act_as mediators between the Belgian officials and the Persian 
‘norehiunts, “Tt will be observed that this is prictically the scheme outlined to me three 
months ago by the Minister of Commerce, as reported in ty despatch No. 6, Comme 
mercial, of the Ist February, M, Naus, however, informs me that he himself at 
the time expressed his willingness to accept the intervention on behalf of the 
traders, in controversies with the local Customs authorities, of an independent 
Representative of the Goverment, much a4 the forvign Consuls intervened on 
behalf of their own eountrymen’s commercial interests, but T eannot think, knowing 
his somewhat imperious temper as T do, that he would have submitted to such & 
limitation of the powers vested in his Department unless he had felt obliged to do so. 

‘Tho morchants profess. themselves satisfied with the armngement as a temporary 
measure, but dey aiid, I do not know with what aneasure of truth, that. the Valiahd 
made them a formal assurance that M. Naus would be dismissed on His Majesty's 
return from Europe, sr 

Wis thought that the promises made by the Government wore not s-rionsly meant 
and sere only made to tide over tho crisiy and to allow the Shah to staet for Europe, 
M. Naus his, howover, told mo. in confitence that he contemplates retiring from 
the Porsinn vorvice goon after the Shak’s return, his idea being to obtain some 
high finuncial o adn ive post in Belgium, and it is no doubt in his interests 
to withdraw voluntarily rathor than to bo freed to leave the country as a result of 
public demoustrations against him. Hy was, he said, weary of tho continual and 
Ungrateful Inbours which his. present position imposed. upon im, and of the intrigues 
‘und misrepresentations of whieh he was tho object. His idea was to advise the Persian 
Government to appoint the Nuse ter“of Kinanee and plice the Customs 
Department ander him, He would re a few months in Persia to assist the 
Naser-ul-Mulle jn ma 

verted in 
Ht tho only hanes fr the eountryn al 
» unclerstinding between the British and Russiin Goveramonts with a vi 
re-establishinent of its financiol equilibrium. T said T entirely agreed, but whilst we 
hhad ulways heen ready to wweloome sich an tnderstanding aud disonss its conditions, the 
Rus ¥ ‘in its desire for a monopoly. of political control in Pe id fort! 
extrusion of all foreign influenes, had, whenever such suggestions Ind boon made to it, 
evaded any frank exchange of vie Tadded that both [, and I thought all Be collea~ 
gues herd, would seo M, Naus’ retirement with sin us we wero indebted to 
hin for the constant and speedy settlement of many matters, which if loft in the hands 
of the Persian Ministers would’ be allowed to drug on indefinitely 
jaye, Se, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosure in No. 119. 


Petition fron the Merchants of Tehran to the Shab. 
(ranslation. " : 
Crit ieee of our obedience to. a for the last six 
iniths we have boew hnmbly petitioning: iiesty the ounresion we 
Have suflired at the haids of the gre Ate onhet: 
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‘and shops five days ago and took refuge at the tomb of His late Majesty, Woe feel 
confident that if our. Petition had reached your Majesty, you would net alloc site 
mercantile classes, which are the most important of the State, to suller-so racer 
Stielty and humiliation at the hands of a Belgian Jew. If your Majesty had known 
What would hava been the resulé of giving so much power th the European Jow 
With which to oppress Moslein mershants, you would nover have dene 80, and your 
Majesty would have taken severe measures surainst him as soon no You heard of it; It 
is our Petition tliat vour Majesty will appoint some one to inquire inte one complaints, 


and t report upon them in detail to. your Majesty, {oF such action as you rity deem 
just. 





No. 120, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received June 6.) 
(No, 102.) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 15, 1906, 

Bs HAVE, {le Honour to transit Nerewith, in. continuation of fy: teloeram 

copy of the Agreement which T signed that day with the 

Treaitleh, respecting the frontier at Mixjawar and tho supply of provisions 

from Mixjawar, Ladis, and Soistan to the British outposte ke Wort ee 

Baluchistan, 

aie Article aboitt the frontier is very Wricf, had, in my original draft, insortad 

the position of Padaha as “situated on tho Indian side of the 

ed by Persia,” but, as tho Mushired-Dowlch said the Shah did. nee 

vere Padaha was, and had made uo elai ion to it, T thought 

W of the uncertainty of out own right to it, not to draw too mitch 

ution fo this point, I contented mysolf, thersfore, with i, recognition of eee 

ssion of if, and with the insertion of tho provis ch stress is Indi tho 

7s tulestam of the 27th Kebrunry—tlat the question et tie he tie in that 
repiohh Aloud now be deemed settled, anut'ws further elaiin be male rexpoot 

‘The clause about our garrison at, Pal buckets or waterskins” to diy 
Fite mee fank at Mitjavar iy T need hardly say, of Perslun origin, he obfecs 
of the Persian Governmont soms to have bi net to claim 
to bring water by means of a “kanal,” on art 
Laccepted it to please the Persians, though 
diplomatic instrument, 

‘The total annual smnount of grain obtained by ane for ouy I 
fs, as your Lordship will observe, 2,200. (I i more than 
the figi “teil by: Colonel MacMation if it should. prove tinpossible to persuade 

nmient to remove the eningo altogetlior, Imada great elfostg 

ou, anil induced Md : ly to the Aincod-Dowleh, 

in support of my x0 the relented a Tittle and 
nitted thi 40 Was tar asset in the 
Lightly given away, The 

on-export of niin froin localities 

n by tho Persians, Ut F husisted, on my. 

est_miuist bo shown not morely to. be 

Lhreatcued by inalequate rain, Dut to have been actually destyoyed by locusts ilight, 


of Some other exceptional visitation (such as a said, w flood, ot some such ahnoiand 
Pliexemenon), since otherwise the Governors would #lways pretend that there was: a. 
eatclty, 90 as fo gel the embargo put on and make money out-of bribes paid to ten 
hy smiigglors, 
T pointed out, aud the Mushir-ed-Dowleh quite agived, tat these iliet yatns by 
i Governors were of nio Venelit to the Persian Government, and the ip was 
ime to put a stop to them. I told his Excellency, at the sume tine. thal The 
8 proposed by him onsequrenee of orders received from the Shab 
jout customs ruction of the crops, lind not heen submitted (0°y 
nd Mint though I thought you would xevept them, Faust make 
which would enable you, sliould you not approve of them, to w 
the arrangement in its present forny, smd Tlimuded to. hin, before s 
ment, tle note of whieh I have the honour to incloso « egpy hnerewh 
1 stioulit mention that we lind arsivet at a complete. understanding on the 


Piel 


stations 


“amp, 
uy Londship, 
forinal reservation 
Holi Your assent to 

ig the Agress 
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‘th instant, the day on which the Shah left Tehran, and I was ready to sign next 
day, but the Mushit-ed-Dowleh insisted on sending the text of the Agreement to the 
Royal camp at Kerej for the Shah’s approval, and as the Court was on the move, it 
‘ad not tll the 18th instant that bis E cellency was able to obtain an answer to a 
telegram which I had pressed him to dispatch on the subject, 

Meanwhile, Colonel MacMahon liad telegraphied that he wanted to start not later 
than the 15th instant, aud T therefore thought myself justified, in view of your 
Lordship's orders fo me, to make the best terms T could on the Tines of the Vieeroy's 
proposals, to close with { ian offers without further delay, especially as T had 
succeeded in o}taiving.amuch larger export than was originally agreed to. T trust 
that onder tieso efretmestinecs, my notion will he approved af by yeur Lowel 

he Yersian Government have «eked me to supp! 
tho Mirjiwar frostion as at present setflud, snd showing Mixjawar, Pat 
waleiingsplices mentioned nthe Agrenient. T have tolegeiphe 
MacMahon, 

‘Dhe Mushired-Dowlel: also inquired whothe 


i tT would rofer 
the eful for your instructions on the 
‘subj 
Thave heen desizons of ng in some form or other as part of a goncral 
Seltlomont oF oxitstanding questions on tl nd Baluchistan frontiers, a 
provision cancelling tho profihition of the acquisition, of “ Klolasaint? or State land 
vistan by British subjects, which was discussed in Me, Grant Duf’s despateh to 
the Government of Tdi on the 15th October last, and respecting which the Governe 
mont of India had desired me to make representations. [liad accordingly raised (he 
question in the note to the roment of the 8th ultimo, of which Ehud the 
Honow to forward a copy in my despatch to, yous Lordship of the Ith ultimo,‘ 
Milshitsed-Doywloh, However askoit mu niob to’ press. the point at the prosent jun 
He said that sinilas prohibition ind huen enfoxeod in the Brovin 
Mil the Persian Government wor now trying, in comiection. with the prose 
our Boundary, Cosmalision in Swiston, to induce tiie Russian Goyeraniont toy 
{he Russian Commission qui escort from Gumbatl-ieKuboos, and to substitu 
Jounmnent residence there of Riussinn Counnissioncr a system of qnee 
ilorvals Hekyeet (ie Russiunand Persian frontier author 
Junve-hieen instit teal Muvinse the Dist fey years for the sot te do questions 
Nebyeen Hie Naztin of Biitisty Mokran aad the Govern auch Ite 
1, SOMO Tal to voy Murai, Ula L Uh « Mintst 
ny wii Hh proiosd ad Clk ths Pes we for buying 
oh the Vuildinngs erected by: nad was ia th 
miountiines Lyi ny any: fr 
Hint district. ie Mont. suyy c Eaton this 
t Colonel MacMahon is leaving, Scistin, but L think iequite likely 
fh the hints whieh T have somotinus dtuppel to the cifeek that ye saight reasonably 
ask fora Hrojitior Commission th Bossi Biluchistan similar to the one 
Kithoos, havis hou tise hy. the Poksians as a lover for oblatning the withdy 
Tatton, Tiiave, Qieretors, sail that L woul exo 
the question of ourright nailer oupDresties to taint portals! 
in to sioquiro Stile ond i sites or shops. 


ARTHUR 1 


wo ornitted int ito call 
Version, Gerornniont ave {ix He maou 
Mivfivae ad Lantisy yon Tay athe 
Mle ainttos wa tad taihinpsstat te 
sm EEG Ts OL, L Veliov ey nstilly any 
Woe only mentioned, Locate Col 1 spoctiial 
Wis 49 1H ide cle Hosts wlone the Valuehistan. tronic 
0k (o pravide for 9 dtinilte stipply front the Mirjayar district, this eam 
Te ensily ynstngedt hy an exeliange of tiv 


AIL 1 


99 


Tuclosure 1 in No, 120, 
Agreement respecting Mirjawar Frontier, Se. 


between the Govemmonts of His Majesty the King of Great Britain and 
Treland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Uefonder of the Tuith, 
Emperor of Indias and His Inperial Majesty the Shahinshah of Persia, for the 
settlement of cer: outstanding questions on the frontier of Persia anid Tndin, 


Agreomont': 


1. His Britannic Mejesty’s Government withiraw the claim to tho own: eship of 
Mixjawar, put forward on its Uehalt in the year 1902, when w Persian. customsliousa 
rst estab] Wat that place, ‘The Persian Government on its #ide undertakes to 
perinit the Dvitish outpost it to procure (using buckets or watersKkins for tlie 
6) the supply of water which’ may he necessary for it from tho wells or tink 
at ov near Mirj 
‘The two. Governments agree by common consent to abandon the forther 
examination by a Special nission of theit frontier line th this segion which, was 
proposed on ehalf of His Th injusty’s Government in Sir A, Hatdingo's note 
fo the Mushir-ed-Dowich, datsd the ith Apel, 1902, aid aecepted by lis Exvelleney 
in his note to Sir A. Hardinge of the Lith May > 1902, ‘This frontier shall bie definitely. 
settled in accor e with the Agroement of 1596, and no further o im shall be mivle 
n respect ot it, 
view to the incroase of fl ‘adly ‘elations the Persian Government, will 
Peniuit te inhabitants of the frontier villugos of Mivjawar, Ladis, and. Duzdah to, sell 
ics, should they he willing to do so (10 tho annual amoint of 760 ‘Tabreer hatwa 
: to the nicighbourinys British outposts.on the Indian side of Ue frontier, and 
also allow the warestricted ¢ 500 Tabreex kh; Of grain and 50 
Pabrooe Idhawars. of the use of the British frontier 
How the Nushki route, All the exports 
of the customs’ duty levied on, those of 
provision’ applies (0 normal 
years, Government will not demand the spocitiwl export of 
grain fron one of the localities mentioned whom stich Iocality ean tie clonely slows £0 
be sullorigs from actual faminoowing to destruction of its crops by locusts: bliglt, or 
‘other excoptional visitation, 


Done at Pelran on the 13ih day in the yeas 1905, 
(Seal.) igned) ARTHUR IL, ILARDINGR, 


(Seal) ignalure of (he Muslife-el-Dowleh. 


nie 
Cait fi 
y's alterations in Hu original 
text introduced in complianel with the « froin Mis Majesty tho Shah of the 
2th May in. order not to cause fuiiter dolay fi the: witha Gf tho Bouudaey 
Commission from Persian tersitory hie reserves the tiglit of His Majesty's Goveramont, 
SHoull it nob aveopt tho winiondinents in quastinny, to withtold tes assent to the 
Agtecmnent 


(Signed) ARWHUR I, WARDING! 
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No. 121, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansilowne.—-(Received June 6.) 


(No. 108) niece 
fy Lord, Tehran, May 15, 1905. 
MIB Mushir-ed-Dowleh lias adverted in conversation with me to’ Colonel 
MacMahon's Seistan water award, Mis Excellency first informed mo, about a fort- 
iglit ago, that he had received a telegram from the Yemin-isNizam cri 
Award somewhat unfayourably, but professed inability to judge of this erili 
tho text of the document was before him. As Colonel MacMalion had not wished me 
to betray the fact that 1 yas aware of the terms of the awarl before its delivery 
F alstainell from expressing any opinion on the subject, but said € would telegeaph to 
that off v day Dy which timo T could have had a reply from Seistan, 
cHeney a briet summary of its main points, with a view to eliciting the 
impression produced by it Vefore thie rwecipt by the Persian Government of the 
Yemin’s comments, tho elise laying down that Persia coulil not alienate the water 
Tights sccurel to hee without tho consent of Afghanistan, which the Ye n 
had told Colonel MacMahon would give offence at 'Tohian, was not only not objected 
to, but al first sight approvel by tlhe Mushir-ed-Dowleh as bowls reasonable in its 
and as shrenigtioning Porsia’s position in relation to. other Powers. he stipinlati mn 
that Peisin slontd ‘he ontitlod to one-third of the Lelmand water, and net, as his 
Excelloney seemed to think stie ought to be, to at least onechalf, appeared to hitn op 
fosomechjcction Init T potted out that the whole of the Upper Helmand belonged 
to the Mfishans, whilst it only formed the Boundary hetweon Persian and 
tomvitory for a shout distance, dd this argument silenced if it did not conv 
oll ext of ho auvated, with tho Yomin’s i it, lias now 
the Persian Government, and the Mushired-Dow 1 that it has been 
siebinitied fo tho Shalt, “P-asked hin if tied very. just aud satisfactory. 
Feat He ppeacod to me, from the rather guarded terms in which he expressed 
himself, that: the oily potnt which Tail so far occas uiy heatt-searching to the 
Persitnt Governmont wis the elauso about the Porsians being entitle! to onlyra tf 
of the water, tis to which ho said the would talk with me 
Shuli’s commnnds. Tne tho meantine Tis ty's depart Hitrope has for the 
timp stoppeil funthioy discussion. of the subject < 
ihe Heshinet-ul-Mtilk, in the course Of a reoont visit whieh He paid mo, referred 
fo tho Seistin witen question. He knew wothing, of course, about the award, but he 
Sald that what the Persians fearod was the constitiction by the Afghans of canal 
From a poiil near Bando 1 Khan through the now desert Tarakin tract, 
Prolable: that the oniission af any reference to this eontine 
Whovits‘tovuis wore Known tothe Russians, tay give tise ta somo ¢ 
On the white, However, the doeision sréms so flue {o Have heen received at ohran less 
unfivomably (han the Yonin-ieNizam had told Colonel MacMahon to expect, 
have, 
) ARTIUR If, IARDINC 





Sir A. Mardinge'ta the Marjuess of Lansdowne. (Received June 5,) 


(No. 104) 
My Lord, ‘ehran, May 15, 1905. 
1 HAVE to Honone to trimenit lerewith, with seferenee to your Londship’s 
felegrim Nout of tho 12th instant, m copy af the Agreoniont whichy as: reported tn 
ny: telegram No. G5 of the 18th instant, 1 -sixned on tat day with. the Mushircde 
Dowleh tor the construction of a telegtapht line from. Hengun to Bander Abbas 

Whon my ditt was tirst subinitted by his Excelleney tothe Shah, Mis M 
objet 

Jo ity the Menjam end of the tine loing work! by the Buglish office; 

2 To the form insertion of the pro igh subjects, exeopt th 
Fille seesico of tho, Indlo-uvopean Telogmph Depaxtuent, shoull he’ emplos 
the line, against which Iie wrote, # No, we inst be free”; am 

Ho the English tologaphist nt Bander Abbas. 
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T gueceedud, with the help of the Mushit-ed-Dowleh, in overcoming tho two 
etter objections, but the Shah was obstinate about the first, and although I pointed 
out in the note, of which I have the honour to inelose a copy herewith, fat he 
Fauld be merely, throwing money into the sea by. Keeping up a Persian’ olfive ag 
Henjam side by side with the English one, only to do the samo work tvies ove he 
said he would provide it out of Persian funds and had given orders that ME Nang 
should erect the building. ML Naus, 1 may observe, says tliat no such orlor eo 
been reveived by him and that he would be vory mitch embarrassed ay to, how te 
execute it. 

Alter discussing the matter with Mb New, chief of the Persian section Tudo. 
European Telegraph Department, who was of opinion that. the existones of a Persian 
ofioe Bide by side with ours would mako no difference whatever, I decided, subject ta 
se oleea ep epEroval, to neeopt tho Persian amendment, 1 is, ay you Lendship 
Till observe, clumsily worded; the Persian expression ‘rajé bo kharejel,” ts untrane, 
Tateable, a8 tsliteral meaning is relating (or belonging) to foreign,” but iny Orlentel 
FPO aay that what it really means fs, # messages for or from abrond”"s mesnges 
Moe Tam abrond, from, but apparently not to, Bundes Abbas, having to tees 
through the Persian office, I thonght it; however, wiser to let it pass as it stood, 
[ithout attempting to render it more lucid oF precise. ‘Phe point would 

en raised hal T not been instructed by your Londship to. specially stipulate. 
end of the line being worked in the Ei iglish office, for this folloyy 
ition from Arti 1 of, the Agreement which provides for a “connecting 

Tndo-European station at Henjam” with Bunder Abbas, «provision whic wi 
guablo us to terminate the Tino in our own ofc, letting it pass theougl, oF elle a 
Junction with, the Persian office, and to somo extent to. control tho fetion tee 
Otlier verbal alterations were introtuecd ico with tho Shali’s wishes, ie, in 
Avticle 1 the word « temporarily,” and “after which they shill return,” whtale gar 
Ghitently dictated by the intense Persian. suspicion of uw politieal designs and te 

i against a permanent oeeupation of Kish by Buitish signallers oF tlegraph 
ships. 

AYfiother the Persian offen or stat will be provited, atleast in the near futuro, 
Gens to mo problematical, Taye repeatedly asked posniission fom’ the Peraigg 
Government to erect or repair (ie, in Scistan) camavanserais, ox to execute other public 
works for the convenience of our trad sand the auswer has always been that “the 
jerian Government will do the work at its own expense.” —alonthe. hive pascen 
However, in spite of repeated reminders from the Legation, without anything being 
attempted to give effect to these or, if an “attempt is made, the Persian 
oflicial sent to earry it out drives the inableaway, ns actually happened in 

ase of a kanat for our telegraph station ratabad Sipoh (Kerman), by 
fobbing them of thelr wages, or pretending that he has been sent to ext an oxtra, 
Prem Lie village. The Ain-ed-Dovlch his, 1 imagine, no wish {9 waslo monay 
in the present, critical stato of the finances. on usoless Tiisuries, tnd if when the yee 
is ext autumn—-it cannot now bi begun till after the hot weather—the Shah 

n about the Possian office ho will probably content hinaselt with replying Unt 
ipl necessary. orders have been issued,” anid we may liean no tore about the witiees 
‘The practical difioulties will be considerable as thi Arab villages of Menjam already. 
3esent tho presence of the Persian customs Mirza, and T hv iit comespondeneo 
fo the effect! whieh anay be produced ‘on their 
raph station by our protection of this representative of Per 
Of course, the situation will be greatly modified if Menjam should 
ecome, as Dr. Schneider is urging, the Shah to make it, an international sanitary 
station under the protection of the Persian flag. 
icipated that the ssian Consul at, Bunder Abbas will 
nuake an attempt, notwithstanding Articlo 4 of the Agreement, to iuteoditee a tteeiee 
sigoaller More, My Russian colleague tells mo that the opening of tho 
duites Abbas Consulate is not likely to fake plage immediately and that itis not yot 
decided who will be appointed to it, though M. Ovsenko, now Ruscan Consul’ in 
Scistan, is uientioned as. likely candidate, 
T have, &e, 


(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


$< 
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Tnelosure 1 in No. 122. 
Agreement respecting Construction of Telegraph Line from Henjam to Bunder Abbas, 


THIS Excellency the Mushir-< d-Dowleh, Minister for Foreign Affairs of ¥ 
Dnpevial Majesty the Shah of Persia and Sir Arthur Handinge, K.C-B,, His Britannic 
Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary aud Ministor Plenipotentiary at Tehran, representing 
the Indo-European felograph Department of tlie Goverment of India, on the otlier 
part duly authorized thereto by thelr respective Governments, has concluded ihe 
following Agreement : 


1. ‘he Persian Government having resolvel to construct a line of telegraph to 
connect the Tndo-Buropem Telegraph station at Henjam with Bunder Abbas acinss 
Kishm, and Mis Majesty's Government living anthorized the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department to provide the engineers and materials accessary for the construction, itis 

that two European engineers with the necessary employés and labours shall 

nporarily placed by the Depavtinent for the purpose at the disposal of the Persian 

iniont, and that the telegraph slip belonging to the Department shall, ax soon 
fis tHe season permits, lay the (vo sthmarine ends between Henjam and Bunder Abbas 
wespectivoly, and after cdinploting thi work thoy sliall return, 

2. As'soon as tlio line is complete and the cost.of materials and’ cha 
Ongineors nnd telograph ship tiaye heen paid, tho line shall bo handed o 
Persian Minishos of ‘Celographis, "The Porsinn Governmont shall also have a telegenph 
ofticg built at Henjam ot theit own vost, and appoint Persian tolegraphists 
Bunder Abbas lino shall ho comiected with the Persian telegraph office 
aid all essnges for aby ‘vo received fiom Bunder Abbas, and which are to 
oe communion glish telograph ofice at Henjam, shall be received by 
tho Persian te and immediately transmitted tothe English telegraph 
ollice, 

‘the charges to ho made by the Indo-European Department for tlie services 
of the-crigineers and telegraph ship shall not exeeoil 75,000 rupees, and the payment 
of thu above suin is gitueantecd by the Persian Goveruiic 

4, ‘The declaration of the Persian Government tht it will not employ fon 
oi Peesian, subjects fu the workin o sHiall De Nok to. pu 
cinploying At ie usual cha i ce of th 
Molograph Vopartment for an 
may Ve neeossany i 
fron ‘ aller to steal with 
mowages se i 1 from its Co 


Dono in duptients at Tehran on tho 13th day of May iu the year 1905 equivalent 

to Hho Sth day of Hebbi-aleAvvot fi eau 12S Ait, 

ARTHUR 1. IARDINGE, 
(Seal.) Signature of Mushi 


Tuclosuve'S'in No. 
. Hardinge to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


Your 1 Tehran, April 29, 1905, 

Wi nce to our revent conversations, I haye the honour to inform yo! 
that T acoopt the insertion in Article 1 of the Bander Abbas ‘Telegraph Asrorment o} 
the word “movaggatan ” which you were ordered by His Majesty the Shah {9 introdues 
into it 

‘The othen alteration desired by His Majesty, namely, the provision that there 
shonll be a Persian Government office at Henjam side’ by side with the Into. 
European telegraph oflice, is less easy to give effect to, as the estimates made by the 
British Government did not contemplate two offices on Henjam, and will therefore 
have to be revised. 

From ous point of view, tho chief inconvenience of two offices will moreover be, 
firstly, Hat every message going to or coming from Bunder Abbas will be delayed by 
the neeossity of transmission from the Persian to the Indo-European olliess ani 
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secondly, that. there 
By the Tel 
Shah, to suffi 
‘The Cust. 
teleareph tank 
supplying him 
deal inereased 
inquiri 
il on the Pa 


100 tomans, 


is does not, 
ver, DN 
elsewhere 


ms to me to he that this 
il many years all the profits ac 
‘ian Treasury, and will obligo me to reconsider the statene 
4 an official note last summer that ft svould prove finnofally. advan 
ing the upkeep of the station to heithe same as that allowed for ab 
Bander Abbas, we get an annual ¢ linge of 6,100 rupecs, or about 2,560 tomans for 
each plac 120 tonians a-year, plus G00 tomnns for upkeep and repairs, 
seats Whe line ought to earn Ghis in onto tht the 
Pers uy should not Jose Ly it, and it may be hoped tht at some futuro date 
Nill do so, bul fos tho next few: years this is handy possible, Itis vesy tiltentt ta 
caleulate what it really sill earn st sunt it is only by a further referones to 
India that I can i to tirtive stan approximate cale 

But Mr Now, in a Lose a translation, tells ino tat the Pers 

office ab Bushire carns about 120/, a month, hut that the whole earnings are probably 


nt 


ater, We miny, tlerefore, put shen at 1861, a monthy ot 0,720. tours 
stssinning, for the sate of argument. that tlio two stations at Bonilén/Abheg 


“ Hird! of this amount, we get a yearly revenue of 
nd 00 tomsans fi reourring Charges, we get 
‘arly revenue of 2610 fomans ayean, ‘Chis, however, will only: just pay for th 
ngle station at Bander \blas, together with tho upkeep of the lino, whereas if to it 
iided second station at Menjum, the loss to the Persian ‘treasive will he 
HO tomas a-year, ora Tittle mots than alt the total revenue, wid inva 
difficulty of wetting Persian employ with foreign languages to x 
excopt Tor high pay, on an imwholes nl desert island like Henjam, probably 
Tabiful peo ae tore worth considering whictlicr any: advantage whilerer beyond Uy 
doubtful one of causing: half an-hous's delay for each telegram, will be gained by. the 
throwing away of som3 3,000 tonans a. in order that tivo sets of mon shoulil: do. 
twice over the work which one set of tiem could do in hall the. time 
remembered that Henjam. ean never be a real term 
and 


telegraph station and 
station on Henjamn, 
stablish such a sc 
intercept all te 
Kush 


But His 
nt to look more 
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flosely into the question, that this supposed first object will not be made easiex by 
Tinins one station at Henjam, since all messages must eventually come into the Tndos 
Ppbean Telegraph Department's office there, even if there is a seeoud Persian oflce, 
whilst the other object will mylow not be obtained, inasmuch as under the earliee 
Convention all the receipts trom local traifie on the Tndian lines within Persia itsel 
ave lisnded over to the Persian Govermnent, ‘The ereation of tlie two offices ido 
hy side on Henjam can therefore proditce no effect except to diminish the receipts of 
ths Persian Goverment, delay telegraphic: communications, aud perliaps furnish 
ozeasions for disputes, 

If, however, notwithstinding. all these inconveniences, the Persian Government 
Still prefers a second station of its own at Henjam, Iam prepared, subject to 
Fefurenice to Tis Majesty's Govomment, to strike out the clause proposed by thom te 

ich T understand that Iii Majesty takes exeeption, and to couclude the sereement 

and without waiting for the information necessary in order to 

the present estimates for the cost of the ork to. he done by our engiicers, 

When I ascertain exactly what the additional cost of such a station with, the 

hieeessary wells and water Supply will b for the works might be added 

to the amount guaranteed by the Porsin the construction of the entire 

line, Tt ce, he possible to reduce the expenses by uniting both 

offices in sing ing, ov else, sis Iiis Deen suggested by Mr, New, by a division 

Detwve and English stalts at Henjam of the hours of the day during 

which eve stint hg of the line, and the final sottlement of these details 

r discussion, You will xemember that Bander Abbas will 

Communicate through Houjam, not merely with Persia, hut also with Europe, Tudia, 
and Museat, 

Thiayo, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





No, 123, 
Sir A Mirdinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—{Received June 5.) 


(No.105, Coulidentiny 
My Lord, Tehran, May 15, 1905, 
IN nog despatch No. 2 of the rd January last, informing your Londslitp of ihe 
OC the view Missin Muistor Iliad the Nonone to report. t 
Aisperdil, fkom such slight indications as could then be notds 40.4 ite more 
‘conciligiory: 1 ds fir tho somewhat harsh ul dicts i marked: 
son's rclitions with the Pea a Clovernment, 
Hrvation of hisattinile during the four or five mouths whieh, have elapsed 
» heaters on bis shities tonlsto. show that this forecast was cortvets lit his 
diseusiionsvith tho Lorsinn Ministers respootin i raphists in Khorassin 
und Seistin, tho Russian position at Guanbadeck nid the conditions of a fresh 
Hausen lout ox ilvaned\ to. Posy, Sa Speyen, atlo.is-as susvecand, gentle as 
AL Nitssoll was thy revorse, swould appeae to have done his utmost tw weet the wens 
of the Persian Government, and to eajole anid Matter where is predecessor preferred to 
tor of the Meshed and Ruchan riots, he has disconrased, 
Russian ral in Ki n, proposals: for a vi 
sition Or for the distsitel of force to. Mesh. 
dissatisfuetion with the obstructive nnd wi attitude of t 
avd Ruussit aul Russian, as, indeed), towvattes interests, hie 
the vanity of the Mushinsad-Dowleh Dy fuducinge € 
i 44 alltograph lettex, expressing the appreciation felt by 
is syinpathotio de: n the varions questions treated 
Petwcen thea lave not scon this leter, bit have obtained the inelosed.eopy-af the 
roy ys or ratliet for, the Mushir (ho kuowssu0 Freneli) in aekuovledgament 
OF iL which is éouchod in, most iollifl He lias Tabonred to arrange for the 
$I very brilliant reeoption during his passage throngh Russi territory, and has 
Fatwunted @ suegestion liom His Majesty for an interviews with the Biupanie of Reset 
were inperars tenly to this avertnre, which Was seut yesterday to the Shab ange 
Dae nape feet that ho could not met His Majesty ou lis way to Weston Euron 
a hoped he might be able to arrange to do so on his tetui journey through Russia 
to Porsi 
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fer Ins striven to cultivate, since the arrival of the Valiahd, vory friondly 
Telations with that Prince, He is helped in this by M. Chapchal, His Iimpetial Highness. 
Russian teacher, who goes daily to the Russian Legation, and keops him fully informe 
of whatever passes at the Palace. Tn tho Valiahd’s present Russophile tempor, all the 
Rerves to strengthey the position which my Russian colleague is endeavouring, with 
much patience and @et, to re-establish, 
Thave, &e, 


(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


Tnelosure in No, 123, 


Miushir-ed-Dowleh to Count Lanisdorff. 
M. lo Ministre, 

die i, Baits do recosoie des mains do-M, To Consciller Speyer Ia letine par 
laquelle votre Excellence s‘exprime en termes si amiables aur lecretecls que je me 
plais d’apporter dans | cours enti nos deux Gouyernements, 

Cetlo apprésiation de Votre Excellence est non soulement tne rocanmaigennco do 
ies vaou'x intime, sclle est encoro—et jo suls heureux do le eonstater—une ronealic 
preuve de ferme intention de contribuer aveo mon Gow 
Gntento qui est si parfaitement profitable & nos deux pays, 
espérer dans ec. sons que le Gouverucment dy Sa Ma 
Russie vient de donner tin n 
tionnaire aussi éprouvé que M 
Ini ont gagné In bien 
tor 


Cire aussi aveo un sentiment agnéabto que je constate que lo Ministre de Perso'd 
Saint-Pétersbourg 9 mits yotre amiable appréciation, co qut ne manquera pas, je suis 
‘sir, de lui attirer les favours de son auguste Souvernin. 

eyo wiouter que Mouchirsul-Afulk, on me signalant. lex dispositions do vot 
Hecellence, m'a plus que jamais encouragé A persistor dans la vote que yah ailoptéo, 


To saisis, &e, 
(Signé) MOUCHIR-ED-DOWLEH, 





* No 124, 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Receivod Jun 
(No. 106.) 
My Lond, Tehran, Moy 17, 1905, 
THANE the honour to tmusmit lierosvith’ eopies. of despatches tom tie 
Majesty's Consul-General at Thbreor, propiosinss (1) that. hi shoul take aulvantage 
of th on at Uruminh to armange a friendly gottlement. hotweon the 
uns, on the one Hand, and the Christians sid. their missionniies rd (2) 
Stapesting eartsin, steps for the protection of tho Majid-os-Saltanch. ear Ar 
franco of the Valiald,wwhoso displeasure he hs inourreil owins to serviers rentoseg 
him to British and American interests, 
Jierewith copy of a telegram wiifeh T have just dispatelied om both 
aut Wratidlawr. I think, and tho Americal Minister aren, watt 
eft tow of tho diffeuttics attendant on the exemplary prmnishmot of tie Kee 
Dy the Pe in Gov h that there is a good deal to be said in favour of the 
proposal that they should by encouraged. to make peace with the Chaisiime, tee 
Mich a Weace may involve a modification of sane of the terms on alieh tee 
an orient Goverment las insisted, aud it fs obviously advisablo before uegatanines 
Arey Penal hy Mor Weatisaw that we should kiiow to what extent tlie basis on tae 
they are to be conducted is likely to he 
T iinvw received a letter from th Archbishop of 
Canterbury's Missi es in which he had 
indulged on the i presontatives wero 
Dased on imperfect ciation for the services rendered 
by them both to the British an iries 
Thave, &o, 
(Signed) "ARTHUR 1, ARDINGE, 
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Tnelosure 1 in No. 124, 
Consul-Generat Wratislaw to Sir A. Hardinge. 


oe Tabrees, April 15, 1905. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence concerning the Dasht ‘Kurds E 
have the honour to report that the now Governor of Urmi, Iman Kuli Mirza, 
statos that he lis received sio orien whatever to take any steps to punish them, 
‘he only instructions iw lias ave to protect the missionaries. In_ this respoct 
ho appewrs to he doing his best, but the situation at Urmi continues very. 
% ne 7 » 
aay eerias apparently rlinble information which reached the missionaries the 
Kurds of Dasht ard exaspornted by the capture of their friends who were sont to 
Tolan, snd hope to seize a European os a hostage for their safety. This menace 
prevents hoth Englishmen and Amorieans ¢ " country to the 
west of Urmi, where their work mainly aud wi o last year, 
fonder it impossible for (lem to pas mor in their country quarters, which 
ave situated dn thy same direction, ‘There is, in addition, the constant danger of a 
night attack on the American Coll which is over a mile fror the town, aud 
whieh the Governor's patrol cannot be relied on to protect efficiently for over, 
Arvadtonipt hay already buen male to seale tho college walls by night, jyresumably 
wth Tate to me to bo two altoxnatives in onder to put an end to a situation 
which is almost tubearable for our follow-countrymen and the United States’ 
citizens at, Dein - 
ceva fiat ty that a punive expedition should be sent fo\pive: the Dasht Kurs 
such’ a tosson ay will cow thom into good behaviour for the fubure, Tinam Kuli 
Miva declares tliat oie roooipt of the: rq tewwtions nnd funds he ean do this 
Will biy local rosoneses, and L have no doubt that this alternative ts by: far the 
Hest, On tho othier in ab most four weeks! time. it will bo too 
operations woul have to he yostponod Gl anext winks 
predinble tint Nbramon-Multnicls ty nyorroral {0 Inka 
Kugel, anal with this ts I 
RA Wit ws Regent will onlor an axpeditioa, judging fin 
le woulil eovtainly. preter to. pa 
ted State tion (whi 
‘goth oxtart i i i himself), and ho 
ns in any ease anothiow year hoforw this payment d 
‘tho other sltornative is to. mn AC present they aro 
The othor altornative iy to mak Mart a 
ha, and we could pose Ws generous victors realy 
‘After another year's impunity they and the work 
ferent light, to say nothiug of the 
awhile, By the olfee of on gool 
ran It sti hy Boeitta 0 Recess 
nt to alloy on oF to to seside permanently in Tabree 
Pr a UA eee ay el Seley mem aoe mri emg pe 
desirable ab the same Unie to effyet a eowrmeltiation heLween the Kurds and 
‘Ohrtitiin neighbours, who have for nomic dine past boon ina state of abject mise 
Feroul of (tue constant hostilities to whiet they are expoxed, E 
Shoukl you appinve of this lithor eaume i would Ne desfenble for ine 09 revisit 
Uriniy auud ebadual the nogotiatiousaisyeal’, a5 tho Kurds have naturally vio trust whints 
or ne ee AP ic, tae Fe kh to Wid 
aye ta sbuidon the puniduncht of all Ste, Laharve's muntorers, he: wonld 
voteensutitoumont onthe allove tims to nusthur yeot's Keapens nnd atiniger yeith 
Tovitiin scooss wt the end of it 


1 have, &e, 


(Signed) A, ©, WRATISLAW. 
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Tnelosure 2 in No, 124. 
Consul-General Wratislaw to Sir A. Hardinge. 


Tabreer, May 1, 1905. 

‘our telegram No, 10 of the 20th ultimo, Ihave tlie honour to 
stato tnt, if authorized by your Lxcelleney, 1 propose to have. a interview with the 
Dasht Chiefs as soon as possible after reaching Urmi, It is probable that on hearing of 
my arrival they will again write to me protesting their innocence, which would alford it 
good exeuse for entering into communication with thom. Otherwise 1 should have 
to Tet them have a hint that Tam willing to moct them, ‘Chere may be some 
dioulty about the place of mecting, as it would perliaps be rash on my part to enter 
theie district at present, while on the other hand they are nervous abot their own 
safety, sinve their friends were treacherously eaptured in th inter, T hear from 
Ur hat they have deeli) the Governor's invitation to a friendly meeting for this 
reason, hit Lave little doubt that they will aecept my assnmaneos, and meot mo on a 
neutral ground 

T should then tell them that the missionaries had intereeded with your Excellency 
for the lives ait liborty of the prisoners at Tehran, and that you had instructed mo 
to report op the situation ani in whother it was absolutely necessary for thi 
safety of the Engtish and Amories Urmi that a stern oxamplo should be mnde, or 
whether merey could he shown, if the Kunls gave sntisfactory assiitances of goal 
behaviour in the futur ‘This would lead op to the question of a leading Kurd 
residing in abroce or ohean, for n tine at least, asa guarantee for the Europeans at 
Uri, The diffoulty hens would We that the’ Kurds gould not be sure that the 
Persian Government would not use such a hostage as the means of matting on the: 
soroit in other quostions, anil it might he awkward for us to gurantee that this would 
not happen, 

Tam confident that the Funds thomselye; will he anxious to come to terms, nit 
that they already regret bitterly the misdeeds which ted to the present situntion, It 
is ant, however, to prodiet wliat tho attitute of tho Vatiahd will be, It would som 
natural for him’ to w« ny solution of so. troublesome n question, but on, the 
other hand he likes to fish iu froublod waters, and m resent the matter bei 
settled over his head. On the whole f venture to suggest that 1€ would be hotte 
not to consult him for the present, but to submit fait accoupli (a. him 
sutbsequently. 

he question of a reconciliation between {ho Kurds nnd. tho: Ohvlslann ot 
Mawana is, of course, a subsidiary one, ond T can only urge it in w friendly and 
tunofiicial way 

T have, &o, 
(Signed) A. 0, WRAVISLAW, 


Tnclosure 9 in No, 124, 


ea ConsuleGeneval Wratistaw to Sit A. Havdinge. 
(No, 22, 
8h, Tabrees, May 1, 105. 
WITTE to sy telogmam No. 29 and tho portion of your teloseam 
No, 19 conoorning it, Lhave the honour to report that my ta to transfor or 
morlgazy Majid-es-Saltanoh’s properly to My, Stevens ‘woul not commit Hix 
Majesty's Legation to aay poeunlry sxpoinibitity towants Ate Stevens, who would 
adyaney nolhing out of is-own pocket to Majidhos-Snttaneh. Whe idea is (hat stich a 
fer would bo only formal, aud meroly ellvetad is to preserve the property 
possible deprodatious on the part of thy Valiahi when the owner leaves the 
‘Tho present stowards would administer the estates under Mr, Stoycus? 
rol, anul pay the rovennis (ostiiatid at 15,000 tonans por annuyi) te him, aud he 
would remit them to Majid-esSaltanch eliarging n commission for his aneviecs, 
A differeuco of opinjon imight anseat the Hoginning with the Valiabil or the 
Governor-Getieral and cee refewnee to Tehran, and all Me, Stevous asks ix 
apport his claim anil warn the Persian authorities off, 
With regard to Majid-cs-Sultauch’s ilesite to leave the country, it is possible that, 
if, as Lhope, the Urmi question is wound up in the near future, the Valiahd will 
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take his knife out of this gentleman and he may be in no further need of assistance, 
UNG GHIG MSR lies a ora aenatE UTES EE 
lionorary Mirza to this Consulate-General, give liim a temporary passport as a Bri 
protégé; and sce liim safe into Turkey, alter which he could look after himself. 
En Thave, &e, 
(Signed) OC. WRATISLAW. 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 12 


Sir A. Hardinge to Consul-General Wratistaw, 

(No. 21.) : re 
(Telegraphic. DP. ve, ey ___Telran, May V7, 1905. 

HGOTLANIONS with Kurds reeeting alfang in Vou 

Your despatch “1 of the Ist instant and No, 22 of the Ist. . 

kaart for making peace with the Kurds have beon submitted by United 
States’ Minister to Washington, aud we are of opinion that it is ady to ayy 
answer of United States! Goveriment before entering: into any engagements which 
Slate Department might not be prepared to implement: Until thevefore you hear 
further from me, you had botter del departure for Urumiah, 
En eareaan eeeltac tnt Dy Valiahid with regard to the Urmi question ; 
ie may: perhaps have come to the conclusion that the wisest couse for him would be 
0 olfect riendly settlement. iy 
oe ae Majid-es-Sallanch, would) fetitious transfer of lis property. to 
Stovens ho consistent with inability of foreign subjects to hold real estate in Persin ! 





126. 
Sir A, Hurdinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received June 5.) 


nae see ‘Tehran, May V7, 1905. 
T RROENTLY z ive me an official reply 
to tho note I had addressed to hin respecting the terms in which the Railway Agree 
wt Ind beon renewed in 1899. . 
met TA Bacal ai Cia Ro alfred th’ Aagreeivent ad been ullinately renored 
but that there had been no 
wing merely minuted in the 
ribodl sense a 0 heh as now in the possession of the 
wissta Government, ‘The mole of renewal, though not # or wh 
Ree outa sara ao linebele ty theAbesls eat Duval Intnl ith 
that whicl I tial the: howoue to report to your Lordship) in mye despatch No. 235 of the 
Bist Decombor, 1904. The Persian Government, aided lis Bxeelle 
verily: the to the torin of lout referring to tho Russian Legation, 
thoy thought it undosimable by doing this to draw Russian attention tothe ae 
Mo regurdod it as cortatn that when the Agreement expired, as he believed it would at 
4 thio close of the present year, the Shak woukl decline to renew it 
Taskod ifhis Macellenoy really meant to say that no accessible reoord of the terms 
Of 80 finportant an undorstatidings esisted in the archives of the Persian Foreign Office 
Ho suid the Mtabogi-Azam might haye such a record among his private papers, but 
tat, 08 far ns he knew, it was Hot among those in his own Department. Tucrodible as 
‘at first siglt-appear, Lam not prepared to, eay for certain that 
the Mashited-Dowleh was lying, or that the Memorandum whieh T sent lomo to your 
in ny Mespateh refered to above represents the Agrooment in its final forsa, 
ral changes were mado alter si the itracts with Rus: 
caf tie Sllah 3 of certain Minis 
‘Pho Persian Foreign Ollice was obliged, for example, to 
monte in, connection, with the Mirjavear contro 
and Vigier’s Priv ip Saori) ed ing for Ga eee ac ae 
ates vith Russi, alleging that they worm wanted at once aud cow 
ouily Ie procured with a good deal of delay: ty from the Mushired-Dowleh, 
¥ Tshould be glad if the Mushir could gi rauce iu Writing, either 
“fficiilly or in the fori of a private letter, that the Agreement whenever it expired 


109 


would not be renewed. His Excellency answered that he had suggested to the Shah 
doing this, but that His Majesty deprecated any official correspondenco on the subject, 
as he did not want it to get to the knowledge of the Russians, of which there wat 
was always a risk owing to possible leakages in the Foreign Office, whilst a mere 
Private note from himself as Foreign Minister would, in order to carry any authority, 
Tequire the Royal approval. My own personal opinion is that the Agreement is for 
longer period than five years, that this shorter term was given oat at the time as the 
oné which had been accepted in order to render the transaction less. odious, but that 
scarcely any Persian except the Shah and the Atabeg-i-Azam really knows tho exact 
truth, and that the Shah has not sullicient confidence in the discretion of his Secretaries 
and is too afraid of the discussion to which a correspondence on the subject might lend 
to authorize the issue of any written statement, however noflicial, on go seoret aud 
delicato a point, I think it probablo that His Majesty, though by no means anxious to 
see railways in Persia, will be reluctant to assent to a formal renewal of an undertaking 
unpopular with his subjects and inconsistent with his own independence, but that he 
shrinks from saying a3 much at the present juncture in writing. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 





No. 126, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Murquess of Lansiowne,—(Received June 5.) 


(No. 109.) 
My Lond, ‘Tehran, May 17, 1905, 

IN my despatch No. 87 of the 15th ultimo T had the honour to traismit to your 
Lordship a despatch from Captain Williams, respecting the complicity of the vatous 
Direkwend tribal sections in the attack on Colonel Douglas and Ms Lorimer, and 1 
stated that I was inclined to think that Captain Williams’ proposals, afforded. the 
best basis under the circumstances fora settlement of the affair. Sinco then, lhowever, 
T have received tolograms from Captain Williams reporting that the situation. hea 
entirely changed. | He states that, when it was found that, no veal forew was hoing 
Produced against tho tribes, Fazil Khan Sagwand, hitherto in opposition to Meht Ali 

han, whom Captain Williams suspects to he the real instigator of the outrage, has 
altered his attitude, while the Biranawand tribe lave also broken out, into rebellion 
against the Government, “He estimates the tots mumber of tribesmen now atrayed 
against the Shah's authority at 15,000, and he adds that there is no chaneo-of tie 
Ferman Fermalis getting back the Sulnr-i-Moazzem, whi with the 
Government troops hias. gone off in the dirwction of Arabistan, in ort 
coerce the Beni ‘truf Arabs, though the Grant Vi 
attack the Lurs from the south, 
bring about the 
should be stati 
as, owing 
Enrope, it will be extremely, 
considered! Captain Williams’ continue 
and on the 24th 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR TH, HARDINGR, 
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No. 127. 





Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received June 5.) 
we a Tebran, May 17, 1908. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit: herewith to your Lordship the usual monthly 
Summary of Events in Persia not reported on in separate dospatelis z 
ave, &c. ee 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





Tnclosuro in No. 12 


Monihly Summary of Events not reported om in separate Despatches. 


Tehran. 


REPORTS aro current that M. Naus will shortly leave for Europe, to join the 
Shali’s suite at Contréxéville, or, according. to others, to try and raise a loan for the 
Persian Government, and that in this way the promise given to the merchants and to 
tho clorgy that he will eventually be removed will have the appearance of being kept. 
M, Lavets, his second in, command, who has t as violently attacked as 
M, Naus himself, starts within the next few days for Belgium on six months’ leav 
and his place will be taken by M, Priem, former Director-General of Customs in 
‘Azerbaijan, 

Tho Cossack whose conde 
montioned in Sir Arthur Hardi 




















tion to death by the Valiahd was incidentally 
SH of the 20th May, has not yet 
Deon executed, and it is generally alleged that fis Imperial Highness, on receipt of a 
bribe of 9,000 tomans wa Hiechunsa Bank to spare his life, has discovered that 
the man is. Russian subject and should be sont for punishment to Russia. 

he remains of tho Shah's mother, who died fourteen years ago, were removed 
yesterday from the shrine of shahabdulazim, to be transfe i d for interment at 
Kerbela’ ‘The suite accompanying the relies of the deceased Princess, and the ot 
incidental expenses connected with theit conveyance to the sacred city, will, it 
Gstimated, cost 70,000 tomans (about 12,0001), an expenditure which the P 
‘froasinyy at the present juncture cannot well afford to spare. 

‘The Princo-Goyemor of Shiraz, the Shoa-es-Sultaneh, tel fe 
to como up and sce his Royal father at Enzelli hefore H y's departure, which 
was, however, refused. Ilis Tmperial Highness is very uneasy at the prospect of the 
iialid’s administration, and has been sounding His Majesty's Consul as to. the 
postibility of transferring his property by a mortgage, or some other such transaction, 
to the Imperial Bank of Persia, 














































raphed for permission 





























Tabreex. 





i i in Ta 0% ell fi inst the 

‘The anxiety and tension felt in Tabroez as toa Maliommedian vising against the 
Civiatians was feloxed as soon ay tho Valiahd lett for Tehran, It is said that his 
ss, not being at all anxious to go to Tehran, himself encouraged it by 
false reports, so as to make believe that his presence in ‘Tabrecz was 









necessary. 

‘he Armenians, in order fo appease the Mussulman el t 
of @ grout religious ecremony in th in thivir quanter of the city in honour of 
tho reeently deceased Mujtehed | Agha Fazel Mameshani, ‘The aetual 
function, however, neatly became the cause of a serious disturbance. The service was 
to last for two days, and the first day passed off quietly enough. ‘The question then 





wees, defrayed the expenses 




















if i e our of utteri he 
‘arose as to which Mujtehed was, on the second day, to have the honour of uttering the 
last word in the ceremony, ‘In sanctity, age, knowledge of theolog, ‘Haji 








Hassan Agha was undoubtedly the superior of the Imam Jumel, who, however, by 
his pushfulness, wealth, and number of adherent makes up for his deficiencies in 
more technical qualities It Vecame known that there would be a brawl next day 
Detween the two rival parties, and the rowdies of Tabreez prepared to sack the 


































Armenian shops, wlien the local authorities, with surprising and commendable energy, 
intervened and prohibited the second day’s service altogether, 
‘The Commercial Mission reached Yezd on the 16th March, and was accorded a 
¥ery satisfactory reception by the Governor, the Moayyed-ed-Dowlch. Mv, Grahame, 
His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz, met them there on the 20th March, While there ho 
had some conversation with the Goyernor on the subject of the road robberies which 
have become so frequent in the neiglibourhood. ‘The latter's efforts were chielly 
directed towards shielding his father-in-law and Vizier, the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, by 
casting the blame on the Kwam-ul-Mulk and the Shiraz authorities. Tt seems, 
however, that the chief offenders are the Lashwani tribe, who are fiefs of the Mushire 
edDowlch. From motives of thrift he lately dismissed the road guards supplied by 
the Central Government, and replaced them by Lashwani tribesmen; the latter are 
more inclined to join in than to prevent robberies. 

It is remarkable that the two most disturbeil districts in Central Persia, namely, 
Kumarij and Abargul, are both fiefs of the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 

With reference to the attack near Mehrabad on Mr, Grahame's party, the sum 
of 800 tomans has been raised from the responsible district by the Zil-es-Sultan and 
handed over to Mr. Preece as compensation to the wounded sowar, and in payment of 
the expenses incurred by Dr. Palmer travelling from Shiraz, 

While at Yezd, Mr. Grabame took tho opportunity to mention to’ the Governor 
the grievances of certain Yexd Parsees who claim British protection, ‘Tho Moayyed- 
ed-Dowleh assented to admit, at any rate, unofficial British, intervention in their eases 
where their national status is not quite clear, ‘The Parsecs are not satisfied with the 
uncertainty of their position; they hold landed property in the province, and by 
‘reaties foreigners are only allowed to hold land for business purposes ; tlioir present 
inseourity, they complain, adversely aifects their material prosperity. ‘The arrival of 
Mr. Baggaley at Yezd, and his recognition by the Persian Government as Viee-Constl, 
may remedy matters somewhat, 







































































Meshed, 








On the 4th April a young soldier, acoused of muster, was publicly executed, or 
rather slowly killed, with circumstances of a peculiarly revolting charac 
A nunnlier of reports at Moshed tend to prove that on the outhreak of the recent 
riots the Russian Consul-Genoral telegraphed direct to Askliabad for troops, and that 
from 100 to 800 Cossacks, one battery of artillery, and tivo battalions of infantry were 
actually put under orders from Meslied, 
‘Mie Russian Minister at Tehan then heard of it 
troops were not to start. AN through the affaie 
divergence of opinion hetiveen M. de Spe 
id to have threatened to resign unless I 
Meanwhile the Russians have put ina npensition, which the Persian 
authorities of course said was excessive, At this junctnre the Beglar Begi of Meshed 
discovered a lot of the Jooted property in the house of a Turk, a Russian subject, und 
this has allowed the Governor-General to repudiate all responsibility on the ground that: 
the riot was caused by the quarrels of Russian Mussulmans with Russian Armenians, 
The Russian Consul-General of course replies that the loot was conveyed to, and 
hidden in, tho Vurk’s house by the Boglar Begi hinnself, 

It is uot at all clear what has Happened in respect to the pay of the Russian 
quarantine cordon in Khorassan, but it appears that, after the Governor-General had 
for a long time evaded finding the money, the Customs Department. stepped in, and 
that the money has been disbursed by M. Castaizne, 

The Karguzat’s management of British eases lias been so unsatisfactory, amd he 
himself has become so incompetent and idle, even for a Persian, that when a 
particularly bad iustauce of injustice occurred’ His Majesty's Legation, at Colon 
Minchin's request, alldressed a strong note on the subject to the Mushir-ed-Dowleb, 
requesting that he should be at least severely roprimaniled. 























nd telezraplied orders tat the 
here has been a considerable 
and the Russian Consul-General, who is 
is allowed to take up a strong line, 




































































Kernan, 






‘The merchant whom Mr, Miller had induced to agree to act as Russian agent at 
Bam has now, owing to pressure exerted by the local Khans, decided to decline the 
. 








With reference to the kauat, or water channel, which was partiully constructed 
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by the Telegraph Department at Nasratabad Sipeh (vide despatch No. 182 of the 
19th July to Foreign Office), and which the Persian Government decided to make 
themselves, it appears that a mamur was actually sent down to have the work done. 
He engaged Jalourers and set them to work, but as he refused to pay them any hire 
they took sanctuary in the telegraph premises. The work is now less advanced than 
it was when abandoned by the Telegraph Department. 

Representations have been made to the Persian Government on the sitbject by 
His Majesty's Logation. 


Resht, 


‘Two Armenians were recently arrested at Resht for smuggling in arms contrary 
to'regulations. On being taken to the Prince-Governor they refused, even under the 
Dastinado, fo shite with what object they had done so, ‘They were then stripved and 
red-liot pots were applied to their bare skin, when they avowed that they were ‘agents 
provocatcuts” enisloyed by the Russian Bank to got up rots between Armenians and 
Mussulmans and to distribute firearms among the latter. Shortly afterwards they 
were claimed by the Russian Consulate as being under their protection. 

‘These facts cannot be vouched for as absolutely correct, as they eman: 
from Iis Majesty's Consul, but from several independent Persian soure: 

‘Mhere seems, however, to be some truth in them, though how much it is not easy 
to say, 

‘Phe now Russian Consul-General, M. von Brunner, arrived at Resht in March, 
Although the weather was excellent, he was so little with his new post that 
he immediately requested to he allowed to resign his appointment. He accordingly 
left Resht, about a fortnight after his arrival there, He had spent the larger part of 

al catoor in Leipzig and other German towns, and, to judge by the stories 
‘ach Tehran, he expected Reshit to be a very different place to what it 
actually is, 





No. 128, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—( Received June 6.) 
WN 73.) 


‘elographie.) P, Tehran, June 5, 1905. 
POLLOWING sont to Indias — 


Persian Goyornment have received « telegram from the Yen am, reporting: 


the arrest, by order of the Amor, of the Afghan Boundary Commissioner, and his 
Alispateh to Kabul as a pris 





No. 129, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Murquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 7.) 
(No. 74.) 
(Welogeaphic.) P. Tehran, June 7, 1903. 

PERSIAN loans. 

My toleram No, 63 of the 10th May, 

J toportedd in my despatch No. 118 of the 27th May that the Russian Government 
at first rofused to make an unconditional advance of 100,000/. to Persia, but I 
understand that they are now willing to lend this amount, and have informed the 
Persian Government to that effect, conditional on the settlement of all questions at 
issue bh AAs the questions of the Iussian telegraphists on the 

incident near Ardebil have been settled, and the 

Russian Minister says that there are no questions pending, M. Naus hopes that the 
money will be obtained for him in a few days by the Acting Bank Manager, who has 
again telograplied to St, Petersburg! 


different and wider sense may, however, be attributed to the above conditions 
by the Russian Government, 
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No. 130. 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received June 10.) 


Sir, India Office, June 9, 190! 
TAM directed to acknowledge receipt of Sir HE, Gorst’s leiter of the 3rd ins 
as to the treatment of the mail bags of the British Post Office at Bushire by the Persian 
‘Customs authorities, 
In reply, Tam to state that Mr. Seeretary Brodrick concurs in the proposal of the 
jess of Lansdovyne to authorize Sir A, Hardinge to conchide an arrangement with 
the Persian Governnent on the lines of the procedure followed at Constantinople in 
regard to parcel mails from the United Kingdom, 'The details of the proposed 
arrangement will, presumably, he settled by Sir A. Hardinge in consultation with the 
of India, to whom a copy of Sour letter and its inelosures: will be come 
municated by this week's mail. 

s regards the question of pressing for an apology for the recent action of the 
Persian C officials, Mr. Brodrick agrees that the matter may he left to Sir 
A. Hardinge’s discretion, 

Tam, &. 
Signed)" HORACE W:.LPOLn, 





No. 131, 
India Office (o Foreign Office.—(Received June 10.) 


hine 10, 1905. 

N roply to Sir B. Gorst’s letter of the 3rd insta to the punishment of 

the Dirckwaud Lurs for the recent attack on Cole jas and Mr. Lorimer, Tam. 
ay that Mr, Brodrick concurs in. the consse proposed by the Marquess of 


that the faets reported in Six A, Hardingo's despatch 
ay, received with your letter of the 7th instant, have not led him 
to modify the torms of the settlement swhich ho has proposed. 
Taw, &, 
(Signed) "HORACE WALPODE, 





No, 182, 


A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received June 12.) 
(No. 112) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 21, 19 
T HAVE the liononr to report, with referees to my despatch No, 102 of the 15th 
instant, that the Mushit-ed-Dowlel has been informed, in reply to-a telogtaphic inquiry 
addressed to the Director-General of an, that Padaha is, according, to 
the Holdich Agreement, in Persian territory, His Excellency was at first a good deal 
Aisturbed by this discovery ; at an evening party tvo days ago at the Turkish Binbassy 
hho took mo aside and rather reproachfully implied that I had tricked him, saying that 
ho woul by for the recognition of Padaha as British in the Protocol of 
so sent for M. Nauis, who reluctantly quitted a game of bridge, 
ly the ease that Padata helonged or ought to belong to 
the map, whieh Colonel MneMaion had 
promised me, coulll not t just signed be altered, 
Texplained, and so did ; that the positions both of Mirjawar and of the 
British post at Padaba in relation to the Holich bomdary conld only accurately bo 
by tho delimitation on the geonnd itself, which both Govermmnonts had agreed 
Protocol of the 13th May to abaudon,” ‘Tho boundary in question was an 
‘unknown line between tyo as yet unascertained poluts, viz, the junction of the so-called 
Talab and Mirja Rivers, the nearest point (in a straight line running from that 
junction) on the Mirjawar watershed, Te was conceivable that an aecurate survey of this 
Tine might show Mirjawar to be just within British or Padaba just within Persian 
territory, but the objeot of the Agreemont which the Shah had ordered his Excellency, 
2G 
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to sign was to obviate the necessity of laborious inquiries into a question which was of 
ical importance to cither Government and to settle it on the basis of ui 
‘aus observed that he thought it probable from our maps that 

n Persian territory and certain that Mirjawar was not; but hi jtted that the 

ps on which his conjectirre was based were unreliable. ‘Phe Mushir-el-Dowlel, who 

cil to the subject at ait interview yesterday, is, T believe, the. 
explanations which have been given him, but 1 am inclined to think that it will be 
hetter not to propose any formal exchange of ratifications (even if such a course should 
be technically more correct) which would give the Persians any louphole for reopen 
the question, 

‘The ‘excessive sensitiveness displayed by the Mushit-ed-Dowleh, who 
reflects the views of the Shih, as to the possible alienation even of au acre of wa 
desert (for he knows that: Padaha has to ge nonstra 
ventine to think, how tmpossible it would have been for me to indnee the Po 

1 Colonel MieMahon's "ved Tine.” One reasou for this temper 
he north for. any 
small strip of 
thie election 
peror 
ny with the Shah, to let this 
allair, as your Lordship knows, 
robable that the 
i “i as by 
moro valuable Mogan district, ‘The Persians at any rate believe this 
ild undoubtedly lave obstinately insisted on the strict letter of the Holdiel 
houndary. 
Thave, 
ned) ARTHUR Hi. HARDINGE, 





No. 133, 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowue(Received June 12.) 


(So 1 Contidontial) 
My Lov ‘Tehran, May 

“ST HAVE, had tie honour to reeaive your Lordsliip's des 

the 26th ultinio, rehuive ty the proposed Appointment « 

Mosh 

Your Lonlship does not ditdet ine to express any opinion on the prop 
observe inthe letter of Sirf. Gorst to Sir Godley, of the Ut February 
is inclosid in your ilespatel, that Tandy he called upon to furnish 

ivi. 

Yonr Lordship is doubtless ayayo that Captain seh seas euiployed) hy His 

ty" nverminent in 1903 16 report on route of Raghdad Railway, fas 

‘nnd for the past year at Meshed, swith the provisional rank of M 

to This Maj General in. Khorassau. His duty. is 
intelligence, primarily military, yt also political, from 1 
Bolkhara, Hayat, onud“othor vegions of Central Asin th wl Agents, 
anu copies of his reports to the Goverment af ary regularly transmitted to your 
Lovdship thtousgh Wis Majesty's (exation at Te 

‘The expenses oF his mission ane at present, I helieve, entirely tvs 
fovermmient Of Tulia, and Tprosume that it ix now contemplate that h 
should bo regularized, 

Tam not, vet sufficiently ae the the nature aud amount of th 
falling to Ulis Majesty's Consul-Cioneral at Mesh to express any dv id opiufon as to 
whether in nornuil ties ho could unite with his ordinary functions the duties noe 
performed by Capiain Stuy. Thope in tlie course. of nut to visit Meshod 
‘anil iiiforin inyself fully to Toeal Couditions there. Ube inclined 10 think, 

nsulkGeneral’s work and the! general 
political and commercfal, it the vast 
provitice of Khoras : leisure for the spec 
present evolving on Captal ur Tordship and the 
digg iuiagins, want at Mos tu intelligence ollice, Ww nv obtain for yout 
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ly, and reliable partielars of all military movements and political ovents in 
n Central Asia and on the Russo-Afglan frontiers, simnil which 
Sir Reginald Wingate used to procure when 1 was in Bevpt for the Catto War Olliea 
from Omdurwau, and, indeed, from the whole Soudan, Now iis, 0 ¢ 
Which, if it i8 to be'properly and thoroughly done, requires. the eon 
liv ention of one man, and cannot well be combined with the daily mult 
ns duties of the Agent and Consul-Cenerl at Meshed, thoigh it. would 
naturally be supervised by the latter officer, Tain farther of opinion that, at any rato 
while the Russo-Fapanese , there isalways a possibility of trouble, owing to 0 
variety of easil in the Middle Pasi, and that iv may be of con 
ile importance to British and Indian interests —-which'ard, afterall, iden 
Hhould he accurately: informed of all occurrences and “prepared! for 
Meshed is, for these. purposes, the best and nearest 
post of observation, and if, as sects probable, the war lasts for some time longor, 1 do 
not heli y spent on the continued maintenance there of a capable otic 
above noed be reginded by Government as thrown away 
the continuation of Captain Smith's mire or loss hiforinal 
Military Attaché at Meshed, at; least till the termination of hostilities 
1 to him, whothon from Indian’ or British revenues 
iY provines to express any opinion on. this point), of whatever 
may he found necessary: to procure the complete: and curly intelligonco. desired. 
ut this T woilld not at present venture.to go. The elose of the war say 
fy the entire political situation in this part of the Asiatic. continent, 
1 of the permanent appointment of an Intelligence Olicer for Ceritral 
desigiation of Military Attaché at Meshe thon be usefully r¢- 
‘examined on its merits, 
am sending copies of this despatch, for any observations whieh they. may have 
on it, to the Government of Indiv and to Tis, Majesty’s CousuleConeral in 
Khorasan, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR I, HARDINGR, 





No. 134. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lausiowne.—(Received Fine 12) 


‘Tehran, May 22, 1905. 
£ HAVE the honour to t copy of a despiitel from His Majesty's 
Acting Consul at Reslit, reporting the complotion of the Re Vand ihe: 
ent state of the horbon works at Enzeli, Both these entorpr ship 
handsof Riusshin ccatcessiony execution, by 
in all weathers and 
pping them on to lighters Ix 
prove a great advantage to Russian trade vit the Caspian. 
Thave, & 
(Sigued) ATHUR If, HARDING, 


Tnelosure in No, 134 
Acting Consul Churchill to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 14. Contidential.) 
‘Sir, Resht, May 16, 1905, 
T WAVE the honour to report thar the Kazian-Resht road can now Delused for 
i lic, tho work having: beow expedited in onder that Mix Majesty the Shalt 
‘should he able to arrive at E i ‘at 
With regard to the port works at Mnzeli, 1 be le, if any, progress is heing 
HURL Wl Nesige Rovsiatan lovecat ea ER 180 tit 
male by: hii to St, Petersburgh sfter a visit of inspection, tho 
peer, Sultaviolf, wns recalled, 
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M. Olférioy would riot give me reasons for this step, but his tone implied that the 
amupunt of money drawn. does not represent the value of the work done. T understand 
that the equivalent of about ),000/, has so far been spent, and if 1 really the 
case there can be no doubt that the port, when completed, will have cost the Russian 
Government pies its valve 

her en the Russian Consulate and the Russian Bank continue 
‘alrained, ‘anager of the latter considering the Bang) pte 
to be politically mich more important than the Consulate, M. Olfériew tells me that 
he ix watched by: bank spies, aud, further, that he now suspects. that the Russian 

raphist communicates the Consulate telegrams to the Banque d’Escompte. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ALFRED CHURCHILL. 





No. 185, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Receiced June 1 


fo, 116, Confidential, 
we Lon, ) Tehran, May 2, 1905. 
“1 HAVE the honour to report with refer iy. telegram, 
22nd instant and to previous correspon 
ii reporting that the F Rhorassan were to 
Allowed access to the Persian oles on the Meshed-Seistan line, I called a few 
days go on the Mushivod-Dovleh and asked if (1 ceived by me 
ils cont 
itis Pscelloney replied that, as I as aware, the Persian Government had long 
that these siguallers should he recalled, and had refused to afford th 
facilities for which they asked: On the eve of the Shah's depa 
Runsian Govomment laying renewed its pressure, the, S sented, 
provisional Concession, to allow them access to the telegraph offices, pending the 
dliscvission of this question ab the interview which he hoped to haye with the Emperor 
of Russieity the couse of his Kumpean tony, and which, as J had the lionour to report 
n vny despatch Nos 105 of tho 15th justantt, the Euiperor has suagested may take 
-oon tho rein journey, ‘The Sh 1, Niowever, insisted that the 
Hould oilly, he allowed to use. the 
movakatan,” whieh he dictated in th 
your Lonlship will noties, it you refer to my 
Hie oul inserted with a siuilar object in Article 1 of the Bunder \bbas Extension 
Agrement. Tho Myshired-Dowle begged me to regard the above information ax 
tricily conlidontial, and suggested that it 1 wished for an official comm 
tho subject froin thie Persian Goyertnnent, I shold write hin a ne tho substance of 
whieh he would telogr: : sh atever 
answer His Majesty inight direct, [said 1 pre: vident 
that whatever privileges were given on the Meshed- = 
woul be exually conceded to any Enylish signallers we might depnte 
replied in the affirmative, saying that there could be no question of differen 
tvoatment. 
T have very Tittle doubt that this Concession hias een wrung from the 
desire to please tho Russiaus on the eve of his visit to Russian territory: and to insure 
the brilliant and flattering: reeoption which M. de Speyer has promised fins and whie 
to so vain Conrbas this, appeals with far greater foree than any ren<oniny 
political cousiderati also tie intend to sunootl the way: fort 
an advance on eaay terins, for y o his been work 
whicl lie would hardly sens out ef 
by sone evidence of their inclination to asect Russian wishes, ball y 
may, we may: regard it as certain, however much the Pe 
stress on the “temporary” character of the privileges given them, that the Tt 
gnallor lave. come lo -clay, like the British ones in Selsian and the qua 
doctors, Russian and. British, respectively stationed at Turbat-i-Haidari aud 
Gulf Teis now for the Government of India to decide how many Euglish signallers 
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it will dispatell. ‘The Russians will have in all about thirteen, that is if all the mien sent 
Dy High: Wetneae caine ones teens Gi coeitnan ik 
n tour with Capiain Macpherson to Birjand, and had, T should think, 
1 at once by a new man from India. Perhaps two men at Birjand, 
one at Turbat-i-Haidari, one at Khaf, and one ext man at Meshed would for the present 
mneet our requirements, but on this point F think the local knowledge of Wis Majesty's 
Consul-General at Meshed and Consul at Scistan will bo more useful to you than any 
suggestion which T could offer. ‘The object of the Russians is,of conree, twofold ; 
wish to acquire complete control over, and practical’ possession of, the Meshedl Sei 
telegraph fine, and to: station a forea of apies tid polities) roporteny in to guise of 
telegraph znallers along tlie entire Iength of the Perso-Afighan frontier 
Twill lose no time in informing your Lordship of the Mushir-ed-Dowleh's 
the official note which T have addressed to hini on the subject, and in wh 
once more broached the subject, so unpleasant to the Persian’ Government, of the 
Kuh-i-Malck Sial-Seistan extension. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) "ARTHUR I. WARDINGE, 





No, 136, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received June 12.) 


(No. 118, Seoret,) 
My Lord, Tehran, May 26, 1905, 
THAVE the houour to report that the Shalt arrived at, Re: niidday on the 
19th instant. His Majesty was, Chiear, somewhut tied hy lis journey, in the course of 
which he was once or twice indisposed, and it had be ier tint The should rest 
for 0 few da He suddenly recollected, however, that the Govoriment 
House in wl deen’ the scene two years ago.of the death of 
his favourite the Hakin Vaviti-Durbar, and anor the influence of this 
impression he decided on the 22nd i ‘at ouvo for Buzeli, where ho remains, 
ais at present arranged, till th jon which day he will start overland: for 
Baku. He bestowed while at Resht the“ Akdas,” the highest decoration in his gift, om 
the Grand Viz 
‘A person who is in close toueh swith, the Valiald’s Conrt told me yesterday: as a 
‘oe of positive, Init as ye i that the Russia vornment had just 
informed that of Persia that the lattor’s application, reported by. me i my. despitteh 
‘advance of WOK, to he made without political 
1, and that it was possible, in view of this reply from 
tone would fall through, and the Grand Vizier be 
aly rinmonnts in Persian efreles here that the 
n are the disturbed state of the 
ation just reported of the Governor of Baku 
M. Nan, with whom J dined last night, inti to me that the Russian 
1M. dle Speyer that, his proposals for a Joan to. Persia of 
political conditions wore nud » Int that the 
Russ Bayle a tHe Legation would he authoriz nthe conse 
AP tho next few days, into discussions with hin as to. possible te 
‘ded that M. Grube had recommended, in opposition to the. view wy Russian 
colleague, that the question should bo treated with the Persian Ministers, nob here, but 
on their journey to or from Europe Grough Russia, M. Naus spoke guardedly, and 
Hines ratlier than'sald All this, fotitem verde ut tho-abaiea waa’ the comsliioit iL 
iriver at by pice! ‘ his vurious statements together, “Sou Gouvernement 4 débouté 
M. de Spoyer,”’ he observed. 
Tan inclined to think that what hus really happ is (1) that Russia, while 
pressing lngnoss to treat for, « political Tonis has anade. it 
financial ass Bt political conditions will at the 
nt junctnr be afforde that the Russian Government will -view 
regret, and, indeed, sfaetion, as the result of this reply, the 
Autonet ‘oF the Shah's jours «1 the vonsesquont possible supersession 
eh hy the Atal which, so M. Naus Herons, and 





us 
this information is confirmed in other quarters, a strong party among the conrticrs is 
now working. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR If HARDINGE. 





No, 187. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 


Foreign Office, June 14, 1903. 
posed by Captain, Wiliams on the subject of the tt 

(alone Dols J ver, should i hecome practicable, is concurred 
Ms Majo (Seo your despatches Nos. 87 and 10!) of tho 17 
und the Tih 

‘The son of Mir Namdar oud other eutprits must, however, he surrendered, and 
exemplary punishment inflicted on then. 

Wis suggested by Colonel Douglas that x fino in rilles would be more eff 
stead of the proposed fine of 400 tomas, 





No, 188, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir a, Hardinge, 
0, 16,) 
Foreign Office, June 1, 1905. 
os Sulian asked me to recciy fy wn hot 
explained that, ho was travelling: incognito, is strictly priva 
Duiriug his tone round the world he’ had learned that he was in some quavters 
regarded as an enemy of this country, and he wished to correct that impression, if it 
iste, His position in Persia Hind heen vorw dificult, | large family, and 
Mit alford to quatro! with his employers. Russia was, i yay sttong and 
ot caxy:to deal with, He hid endeavoured to hold the. bakinice fas ho contd, 
au if On. one or tyro ovcasions Persia, hia turned to Russia for aid it was heats: we 
Tha at a clves of the opportunities which wo might have taken if we 
vi wd; Ue rei <a friend, and hoped Tatil wot British 
elinugs to lai. 
T said tht 1 fully al the ditticuliy of his position when [ie Was Prine 
Ministery and that Thi Wo desire ti ieouse hin of cutnity 
passed into the i 





No. 159, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansitowne.—(Received June V7.) 
77.) 
lowvaphie.) Pe. Tehran, June 17, 1905, 
THIS Majesty's Consnl-Clenosal at Mesh totegraphis as fllows’— 
On tho 1Gih Tune twenty Russiny Cossieks, under one officer, reached Meshed 
With two waggons, Ibis reported that if their arrival docs not attract too much notice 
200 Cossacks will be sent in thio stay way. 


Should 1 take any aetion here, heyoud maki 
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No. 140. 
ie Maryutess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 


Foreign Office, June 7, 19 
ion with the Secretary of State for Tuli 

neral, your di ul 6 oF the Ath and 24th February 

respecting the recent inter F st Bushive with the 


mit to you herewith copy of a letter from the General Post Office,® 
forwarding a report from the British Post Constantinople, relative. to. the 
treatment at that place of parcel mails from tho United Kingdon. You are authorized 
to conchide an arrangement with the Persian Goverment on the lines of the proc 
ait Constantinople, You will presumably sottle the details of this artangonent 
sition with the Govermnent of Tudia, 10 whom copies of the eorresponden 
have been cor 
the question of insisting: upon an apology from. the Persian Custonis 
action in seizing, the British mails, 1 consider that their conduet on 
jou Wus open 10 grave exception. As, however, the incident lias heen 
provisionally settled and is, in your opinion, nnlikely to veent again, Tain prepared to 
Teave the matter to your discretion, 


Tam, &, 
(Signed) ' LANSDOWNE. 





No, 141, 


Sir A. Hurdinge to the Murjuiess of Lansdowne—(Recetved June 22.) 


0. 79) 
sleep ays Guluhiek, June 22, 1905, 
FOLLOWING repeated to India aud Meshed s= 


Tn reply ance Hy the Mushit-ed-Dowleh, the Russia Ministew sid that 
the twenty Cossacks had cen dispatched partly to bring up the Russian guard tow 
stiengtlt of iventy-live; aud thos make it newly eqail to the guard oft yr 
Possessed! hy (reat Britt, mul jarily, taproot te Aosta onsilote in oak’ of trode 
Hots. 

An assurance thit no inore Cossicks would be sent was given by the Russian 
Minitor. 





No. 142. 
India Office to Forelyn Office —(Recetved June 28.) 
f State for Dulin presents, is comp 
irs, andy hy div 
of ths Sec 


i telegraph 
India Office, June 23, 10 


Jnclosuns in No, 142, 


Government of India to Mr. Brouri 


Juie 22, 1005, 
e refer to the letter of the 10th! May 

and to the telegram of the 22nd ilem from 

Sir A. Mardinge to Lord Lansdowne, We vogard it asf the greatest importance thit 


+ No. 109, 
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there should be no receding from fulfilment of the warning given by Sir A, Hardinge 
to the Persian Goyernment that concessions identical with those granted to Russians 
would he claimed by ‘Therefore, while regretting necessity for such a step, we 
propose, subject to your approval, to depute two more English siguallers for service on 
the Meshed-Nasratabad line, to he posted at Turbat and Birjand respectively. Men 
woulil be sent as soon as weather permits. Government of India on their part would 
prefer compensation in some other direction—eg., the linking up of Robat with 
Nasratabad—but there seems little chance of securing this. “We would withdraw 
signallers on northern section at any time in return for this concession. 

T should he glad to be informed whether you approve of our proposal. Reference 
ted in connection with the above to our despatch of the 11th May, No. 155 
inancial). 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 
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No, 1438. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received June 28.) 





phic.) P. Gulahek, June 23, 1905, 
POEMOMWINGH Eat lo Talia “Your telegranvot Ute 22nddne 

‘Nhe connection between Seistan aud Kuhi-melik-Siah has al 
by ine, and the Mushir-ed-Dowleh admitted verbally the reasonableness of my demand, 
Meanwhile, if English signallers are admitted to the northern section, we may make 
their withdrawal conditional on onr securing permission for this connection as you 
Sugeest, 








been applied for 











No. 144. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess 





unsdowne.-—(Received June 24.) 


(No. 81.) 









Gulahek, June 24, 1905. 

ed to India, 
Of imotor-ears has been decided upon by 
to ply on their Resht-Vehran, Kazvinellamadan, 
chandize, and will bring up these 
time ata third of the cost at present incurred, It is, 
four months the service may be in regular working ord 
have alveady arrived and forty more are ordered, IE this 
schon ects with success, and iuiless we on our side make some inmediate counter- 
moye, it is likely that British trade will be ousted from all the anarkets where it still 
holds its own in Central Persi 


the Russian 










ry of Kin 
and Tal 

goods ina third of tl 
ioped! that in three 0 
and syeanyyhile hive 






























